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Commemorating 80 years since the atomic bombing
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Program

Opening

Dedication of the Register of the Names

of the Fallen Atomic Bomb Victims
Mayor of Hiroshima

Representatives of the bereaved families

Address
Chairperson of the Hiroshima City Council

Dedication of Flowers

Mayor of Hiroshima

Chairperson of the Hiroshima City Council

Representatives of the bereaved families
and children

Representatives of the atomic bomb survivors

Distinguished guests

Silent Prayer and Peace Bell

Peace Declaration

Mayor of Hiroshima

Release of Doves

Commitment to Peace

Children's representatives

Addresses

Prime Minister of Japan
Governor of Hiroshima

Secretary General of the United Nations

Hiroshima Peace Song (chorus)

Closing
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Address

August 6, 2025

Today we are joined by Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba, distinguished guests, hibakusha, and bereaved families, as well
as citizens from Japan and around the world at the Peace Memorial Ceremony to pay our deepest respects to the many
souls of the victims of the atomic bombing.

Eighty years ago on August 6, a single atomic bomb annihilated the city of Hiroshima in an instant, claiming countless
lives. Those who managed to survive have lived a life full of suffering too great to put into words. It is based on this
horrific experience that the hibakusha and all citizens of Hiroshima have continued to convey the reality of the atomic
bombing and appeal for the preciousness of peace.

Despite this, however, there is no end in sight to wars and conflicts across the globe today. From threats of nuclear
weapons use to countries bolstering their nuclear arsenals, the state of affairs regarding nuclear weapons is rapidly
taking a turn for the worst. It is in these troubling times that the Nihon Hidankyo was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
December 2024 for their work for nuclear weapons abolition. Facing harrowing memories of the atomic bombings, the
Hidankyo continues to convey their experiences to the world and appeal for the inhumanity of nuclear weapons.

With a deep recognition of the historic value of this award, international society must take the will of the hibakusha—
that no one else should ever suffer as they have—to heart. We must make this milestone 80th year since the atomic
bombing the year in which we strongly resolve to work toward a world free from war where everyone can live safely in
peace and demonstrate this resolve through action.

We hereby reaffirm our pledge to continue to do all in our power for the realization of the abolition of nuclear weapons
and of lasting world peace by joining hands with those who desire peace.

In closing, we offer our prayers for the peaceful repose of the souls lost in the atomic bombing. We sincerely hope that
the hibakusha, who still suffer from aftereffects, and their bereaved families will receive strengthened comprehensive
care and support from the national government.

Norihiko Hachijo
Chairperson
Hiroshima City Council



T W OE =

S5 B80T, BLDKF L O1RERTH SN Z > TV ZDEBOET,

RPICH T AOMADRER S HEE2ANERLL, HLOFICLVREFERIC
LT RIBRERNE LTz, AT VWAL KEREETTFIN] | LEEZED
KEDIIWCKED T 2o 2 & Eoh, BESBREMZU O 5 Z & BRE
BHEHE~OEDTHLOEVWLELEHBICEVEIE RS, FIBICE->TW5
CEEHBICHTFORNOEEEN I, MO EEEELK I IWIEED
WE L7,

T L THERBORWEMRHERZAID 2D, 2 BDOERERKFDAD
WTHETRFEEZEL TADIEDRRETHY, RLTHEZHLDRW [xN—=FT
Ty 7 Ok E WA AT T REE . 29 LIcEE OKRRICES<
EHEHBREMANDODENELEZTWS ZER, FTFETRUIICR->TWVWET,

LUl s, KEL a7 PIEROEBEOKN 9T 2 RA LTS, £lens 7T
XDV 7 TAFTREXBEREMD 2P RESL Z2H 5T, A THEER O
FEPMEL TWES, FEOZBBFEOF TR, 25 LEFHRICHELS &L bbh,
THEZSF 20t BERGORELLOLE/ RN LW BITLTPRED
OOH Y ET., 9 LERIE EREKPBEORBRERDLLHETHN L
BICT D LRI, TNETERS EIFTEREMBERO D DA EZKE <
MO THDOTT,

COXOREZRPFLLERAIERERICH-TL, AEBHRIIFELTHEZLHD
52 e, BIEMAHROEIICHIT T, BEERGBEE~DO BN ETHRES
DRBIZL TV 2RIy EH A, ZOHIC, RIREZHE S FW#EARITIE,
BHEBOZLAMRE., SOICEEEREDH Y HiX. A4S DOERICIE B
EREZOIEOLELIHETHLIILZHEL TWEREE LY, £ LT, TR
HEORBEELERTD2OOEHFHZHEL, TRV NVOEFH O A LT Tl
WD TT, FOBMIBEOTEIREZ LT, B2 XV bE OS2 EET S
EBERFEBRTHIEDRYUTHY, £575 2L TAHEITIZL ORILSLHE %
R, BIEICE>TVWHEVWH ZETT, THLREZEZHELE. BRIZ
HEOZ EOAICHESL THEZEFRL TERLRNVE NS Z & TT,

F iz, TR UVVOEFLOE Z 5T 2BICiE, BEESRARERD Z b, ERM
Ak OIEEIC S DR D UL EIRTEEIC AR — Y 2@ U e R £ 215 b L
TWS ZEDPEBERZZVET, &V DITEWIRPELEE TS DEfISUE] ofRE
X, L TEHLWZ & Tide <, BlxiX, ¥z s —~ & LizieohESE
HENCZMT 2, H5WIFHBEAROES ZHOEAREETH2E, BAbBR
HxDAEEDOH TTEALI LR, [TBIT52LTY, AETIE. HIAD
EFISCAb) Icfiih s 2o TE 2R LT ET. 2L T, #HEELHD
FTNOBITFAEWDORE#MEZILICAI Y EiF oz TEfSfb) BNEEEZB X TR -
TV, B TOEMIEDICERFET 2 ABE OBSRERZ T LR £,



HRTOEBEDES A, HEDIZ L DRICHST IRZEMEEHREZD L DONRE
CELEDENWELEZLHT LD TIEWRWTL k92, i agteHEES
DL EED DEZ 2, BERIIKFEL RV OERN 2EGE T EELD
LD TIHBNTT, HAFTORBEEDOES A, JREZHIL. HHIEOFEMEZEDL
e TLEEW, EMEFES Tend <ol ML, EL2BEUEH
BAfRICE D K BRBRBEEFIOBE ICH T #ERZ T ICTOHB TR TERN
TT D

HARBUFICIE, ME— DS RE & L <, £REAECMEZSET S EROMAE L
LT, EHEAESoSWEEEIcmT EENREEZR L T &, KT
X, HREKOEMFTHOR Yy hU—7 ~LREBL, BERDIILKEZBIRTEM
BELHOSETH L L T, A D8500% B2 2 MEE T LdEE L, o
*BIzH 5 EFSb) 2R FICRAMA2E2 2 & T, BEE OBSRERHRZEL
TWEET, BEBEIESENOMNEE 2D ik, /—VEMEEZZE L2
AARFKIEREENEGHERESOHBEOBEWIOEX, Tk vy ~0i] ZIRH
T5HZLITEPRYEY A, T, BREEIESENIT. BEEREICK Y 2k
NPT (BE&HSARIEHRSEN) DEB2REEREMRE - NMEBEHofa & L TERIC
WRETD2-DDOHBAFEICRDITT T, BIEL L RERE I N DI IESLK
DOE 1 RFERHNEBICH T —N=—BIL W&, £, BERICXD
R E~DOH IR TORIENHE L 72> TW B H, EHEE 23867 2
Zy DEICEZE R LT THEBRICEY, xR E L2202 5% < OWEED
FEWIC L o0 LFEVRY., EIMRBELEOHRBEXBER L RET L%
i< RO ET,

AH, WESOEFEDEMIDARIMICY 20 FIBBHEE OHEICLL O BEDH
EBITLHELELIC, REEHIC, NEOFEBETHAIELmERE Z0RIch 5
HREA R OFEBICH T, WwEHER, 2L TEWEZRUCLSTHHADOANL L
iz, TP LHERLSTZEE2ENET,

AT E (20254F) S H6H

EEfE B H — B



PEACE DECLARATION
August 6, 2025

Eighty years ago, Hiroshima was strewn with bodies too damaged to identify even their sex.
One hibakusha (survivor) ignored the many glass shards piercing her body to cremate her father
with her own hands. Elsewhere, a young woman begged, “I don’t care if I die. Please! Give me
water!” Decades later, a woman who heard that plea still regretted not giving the young woman
water. She told herself that fighting for the elimination of nuclear weapons was the best she
could do for those who died. Another hibakusha spent his life alone because the parents of the
woman he loved refused to let her marry anyone exposed to the bomb.

One hibakusha leader frequently reminded younger audiences, “Building a peaceful world
without nuclear weapons will demand our never-give-up spirit. We have to talk and keep talking
to people who hold opposing views.” Today, conveying the ardent pleas for peace derived from
hibakusha experiences is more crucial than ever.

The United States and Russia still possess about 90 percent of the world’s nuclear warheads.
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the chaos in the Middle East are accelerating military buildups
around the world. Feeling the pressure of this situation, policymakers in some countries even
accept the idea that “nuclear weapons are essential for national defense.” These developments
flagrantly disregard the lessons the international community should have learned from the
tragedies of history. They threaten to topple the peacebuilding frameworks so many have
worked so hard to construct.

Despite the current turmoil at the nation-state level, we, the people, must never give up. Instead,
we must work even harder to build civil society consensus that nuclear weapons must be
abolished for a genuinely peaceful world. Our youth, the leaders of future generations, must
recognize that misguided policies regarding military spending, national security, and nuclear
weapons could bring utterly inhumane consequences. We urge them to step forward with this
understanding and lead civil society toward consensus through expanded participation at the
grassroots level. In this process, we must all remember to think less about ourselves and more
about each other. Thinking of others is how humanity has resolved much conflict and turmoil
on our path to the present day. Clearly, nations, too, must look beyond narrow self-interest to
consider the circumstances of other nations.

In expanding grassroots initiatives, solidarity will be indispensable. Cultural arts and sports
exchanges contribute enormously to the culture of peace we seek. And in fostering that culture
of peace, young people can easily take the lead. All they need to do is conceive and initiate
projects they can carry out in the course of daily life, such as peace-centered art and music
projects or planting seeds and saplings from atomic-bombed trees. The City of Hiroshima
continuously offers opportunities to experience the culture of peace built by Hiroshima’s
hibakusha and other predecessors in their spirit of mutual support. The more our peace culture
transcends national borders, the more it will pressure policymakers now relying on nuclear
deterrence to revise their policies.



Policymakers around the world, can you not see that security policies derived from narrow self-
interest are fomenting international conflict? Nations now strengthening their military forces,
some including nuclear arsenals, must engage constructively in talks aimed at abandoning
reliance on nuclear weapons. Please, visit Hiroshima. Witness with your own eyes what an
atomic bombing does. Take to heart the peace-loving spirit of Hiroshima, then begin
immediately discussing a security framework based on trust through dialogue.

Japan is the only nation that has suffered an atomic bombing in war. The Japanese government
represents a people who aspire to genuine and lasting peace. Hiroshima demands that our
government lead toward unification of our divided international community. As president of
Mayors for Peace, already the world’s largest network of peace cities and still growing, the City
of Hiroshima will collaborate with our more than 8,500 member cities worldwide to instill the
culture of peace, which stands in firm opposition to military force. We will call on policymakers
to revise their policies. We call on Japan, for example, to sign and ratify the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). Doing so would manifest the spirit of Hiroshima and
begin to answer the supplications of our hibakusha, represented by Nihon Hidankyo, last year’s
Nobel Peace Prize recipient.

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) is on the brink of dysfunctionality. The TPNW
should serve as strong support for that treaty, helping it remain the cornerstone of the nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation regime. We demand that Japan at least participate as an
observer during the first TPNW Review Conference next year. Furthermore, in light of the
intensified global challenges of coping with radiation damage due to nuclear testing, we demand
that our government strengthen measures of support for all hibakusha, including those living
abroad. With their average age now exceeding 86, they still face myriad hardships caused by
radiation damage to their minds and bodies.

At this Peace Memorial Ceremony marking 80 years since the atomic bombing, we offer our
heartfelt condolences to the souls of the victims of the atomic bombings. We renew our
determination to work together with Nagasaki and with likeminded people around the world to
reach humanity’s long-sought goal—the abolition of nuclear weapons leading to lasting world
peace.

MATSUI Kazumi
Mayor
The City of Hiroshima
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Commitment to Peace
August 6, 2025

The day will come when there are no more hibakusha left in the world.
In order to avoid repeating the same mistakes, as many people as possible must know the truth of what happened.

Have you ever imagined what it was like on the day the atomic bomb was dropped?

At 8:15 am on August 6, 1945,

the very first atomic bomb in the history of human warfare was dropped on Hiroshima, annihilating in an instant the lives we
take for granted.

Imagine: people burned beyond recognition,

unending tears pouring with wails of despair.

A single atomic bomb robbed countless people of their lives and changed the lives of survivors forever.

It has been 80 years since the atomic bombing.

We now have less chances than ever to hear directly from the hibakusha

as they speak of memories that are extremely painful; memories they would rather forget.

No matter how much time passes, we cannot allow this tragedy to fade from memory.

The responsibility to record and convey the voices of the hibakusha to the next generation falls to us.

Wars are happening right now in places around the world.
There are so many people who have lost loved ones and the will to live.

We should take these facts personally and concern ourselves with peace.

We should be accepting of diversity and work to understand others.

If each of us is considerate of each other’s feelings and speaks to one another with compassion,
then there would be no more hurt or sadness.

We believe that the smallest of gestures to those around you

might one day lead to world peace.

One voice.

When spoken with conviction about the facts they learned, even just one voice can make a difference.

It isn’t just adults, either. We, the children, also have the ability to take action for peace.

In order to avoid repeating what happened that day, to avoid repeating the history of Hiroshima,

we will build peace by continuing to convey the will of the hibakusha and weaving our voices together as one.

Children’s representatives:
Sekiguchi Chieri (6th year, Hiroshima City Minami Elementary School)
Sasaki Shun (6th year, Hiroshima City Gion Elementary School)
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Support Organizations

Wind Ensembles

Hiroshima Municipal Motomachi High School
Hiroshima Municipal Funairi High School

Hiroshima Municipal Kokutaiji Junior High School
Hiroshima Municipal Midorimachi Junior High School
Hiroshima Municipal Ujina Junior High School

Choirs

NHK Hiroshima Children’s Chorus

Aru Chorus

Harmony Io

Hiroshima Chorus Association

Hiroshima City Hall Chorus

Hiroshima Junior Chorus

Hiroshima Jupiter Boys and Girls Choir

Hiroshima Jupiter Boys and Girls Choir Parents Chorus
Hiroshima Boys Choir

Hiroshima Boys Choir Fathers and Mothers Chorus
Hiroshima Municipal Funairi High School

Hiroshima Municipal Motomachi High School
Hiroshima University Shinonome Mixed Chorus Pastoral
Hiroshima Chuo Chorus

Rijo Sutea Call

Renshoji Echo Chorus

Release of Doves

Hiroshima Central Racing Pigeon Association

Sanyo Racing Pigeon Association

The Japan Carrier Pigeon Association

Hiroshima Club of the Japan Carrier Pigeon Association

North Hiroshima Club of the Japan Carrier Pigeon Association

Kure Branch of the Japan Carrier Pigeon Association

Flowers provided by:
Hanaman Co., Ltd.

Hiroshima Prefecture Commercial Cooperative of Florists and Gardeners

Hiroshima Prefecture Floriculture Cooperative
Hiroshima Floral Shipping Union
Hiroshima City Sanyu Floral Business Association

Distribution of Pamphlets and Flowers

Hiroshima District of the Hiroshima Council Scout Association of Japan
Asa District Council of the Hiroshima Council Scout Association of Japan

Hiroshima Council of the Girl Scouts of Japan

Towel Service and Information

Hiroshima City Youth Association
Assistance
Hiroshima City Social Welfare Council

Volunteer Information Center

Interpretation services provided by:

Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation
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Announcement from the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum

Museum hours on August 6 is from 9:45 am to 9 pm. (English)
The museum will be extremely crowded.

To avoid waiting in long lines to buy tickets,

we recommend purchasing tickets online in advance.

1. Scan the 2D code on the right with your device (smartphones, etc.) to

purchase online tickets.
2. Once the purchase is complete, you will receive the tickets via email.
3. Please scan your online tickets at the entrance of the permanent exhibition.




