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1945: The Atomic Bombing and Devastation of City Facilities

In 1919, under the former City Planning Act, it appeared that the infrastructure
development of Hiroshima as a modern city was set to make rapid progress;
however, with the war intensifying, progress was forced to a grinding halt,
becoming stagnant.

For example, when it came to streets, progress slowly began when the project

was finalized in 1930, and just when it was on track to make real progress, the
Sino-Japanese war began. This war led to the Pacific War, and in turn, most city
planning projects were temporarily stopped and eventually left to stagnate. Nearly
all city facilities which did manage to be completed under the circumstances were
destroyed in the August 6, 1945 atomic bombing.
Together with restoring city facilities that were destroyed in the bombing,
projects that could not be completed before the war were restructured as the War
Damage Reconstruction Plan and carried out as new projects during the recovery
of Hiroshima.

HREOHEIHORT (19455F) (R TR SIHEE) RHRIC & B EORXS (R FAHSER)
The city after the atomic bombing Map of the areas damaged in the atomic bombing (courtesy of the Peace Promotion
(1945; courtesy of the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum) Division, the City of Hiroshima)




05 LE AL Z hA & L A ¥ED ES AR R

I B3 PRI 2 A 2 2 D W

S 7 €9 [0+ 15)

E%T%h‘ﬁﬁk&at R R X AN & nfﬁﬁa:ﬁw&ﬁw

£3% h} &) e FALED ELA & %L

%ﬂ&ﬁ‘kﬁihibt# ADO)%@M’:ﬁ prr Itk ﬁﬂé‘?b‘*;‘ﬁb‘u
k5B E A,

Lr52r5 AL LES b A v L 1

Z 5 7 L7=IRD &, 1949ﬂi(ﬂ6$|]24f|3) §< @Bﬁﬁ%m&m ko T,

LA 29 EpI A0 LEdSbx3 AN b EF ohA kL 5o 295 JA &

Z o % R OWATA % %83 5 TRl & & Lffﬁﬂiﬂ b2 5 2

< TE V3 LE A b E hA & L WA B E5 v ho Ah L 5 Kw

iz Eﬁ?)l’. L 72"k %ﬁﬂ].ﬂ‘%ﬁﬂﬂi@&d&”#bﬁi L1 5 0B ORIk
REILED BHOEEIDAKEERILDE LE,

1949: Establishment of Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction Law

The atomic bombing reduced Hiroshima City to a burnt plain. Those who
survived began work for the reconstruction of their city; however, due to factors
such as a dramatic decrease in population, they lacked financial resources, which
impeded progress.

It was in these circumstances that the Hiroshima Peace Memorial City
Construction Law was established in 1949 thanks to the hard work of many. The
law aimed to restore and build Hiroshima City as a peace memorial city which
symbolizes lasting world peace, and, thanks to increased government aid, progress
on city reconstruction made huge strides.
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Photo commemorating the end of the polling process from Flier with an example of the voting form for the referendum

the Record of Photos of the Hiroshima Peace M ial City C ion Law Voting A Campaign (courtesy of the Hiroshima Municipal Archive)

(1949; courtesy of the Hiroshima Municipal Archive)
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(R EBNAELE) (Rt IRBTAEEE)
Flier calling for participation in the referendum for Advertisement explaining the significance of
the Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction Law the Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction Law to citizens

(1949; courtesy of the Hiroshima Municipal Archives) (1949, courtesy of the Hiroshima Municipal Archive)
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1952: Creation of the Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction Plan

Based on the principles of the Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction
Law, a new strategy for city planning known as the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
City Construction Plan was decided in 1952.

This plan defined elements such as Peace Memorial Park, a 100-meter-wide road
that stretches from east to west in downtown Hiroshima City, riverside green
areas that highlight the beauty of the rivers that flow from north to south, as well
as areas for land readjustment in the downtown area.

With the plan, construction of the Peace Memorial City officially began.

JRBSF RS SR T R BRAT EI (19524F)

Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction Plan (1952)
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1965: Completion of Peace Boulevard

It was decided in the Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction Plan that a
100-meter-wide road that stretches from east to west would be built in downtown
Hiroshima City. An open call was put out for names for the road and the name
Peace Boulevard was selected in 1951. However, the road was widely eriticized,
with citizens concerned as to why the city would need such a wide road when it
was going through a housing shortage.

Despite criticism, work progressed on the road as it was hoped that it would not
only facilitate transportation and disaster prevention, but also serve as a symbol of
Hiroshima Peace Memorial City. In 1957, a large-scale tree donation project began
in Hiroshima: the city put out calls for tree donations which garnered
unprecedented cooperation. During the span of 1957 and 1958 approximately 6,000
of these donated trees were planted along the road.

In 1965, Peace Boulevard was finally completed.

SERNKE V) DRER{ESE (19574F) (BB A B IR ) Ix Efi ﬁﬁ*EEJ:b ST DB OBLE(19685) (12 BTHAXHEERN )
Tree planting along Peace Boulevard View of the road going west taken from the roof of the main office of the Hiroshima Shinkin Bank
(1957; from the Hiroshima Municipal Archive collection) (1968; from the Hiroshima Municipal Archive collection)
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1977: The First Annual Flower Festival

It was a victory parade down Peace Boulevard celebrating Hiroshima’ s beloved
baseball team, the Hiroshima Carp, that served as the inspiration for the very first
Flower Festival. Upon seeing the parade, the citizens of Hiroshima clamored for a
festival in which anyone was free to participate.

Thus, from May 3 to 5, the First Annual Flower Festival was held featuring a
flower parade, performances by celebrities and singers, shows featuring folk
performance arts and folk songs, a music festival, and more. On Children’ s Day
(May 5), there was a children’ s parade, and the total number of visitors over the
three-day festival reached 1.25 million, making it the most large-scale event ever
held in the history of Hiroshima.

EEROTEE L3P ICBR LREER(19775F) (RBHAXEENM) IRTST-REEHMOIRERELEO/L— N (19775F) (BT AXEERR)
Crowds that far exceeded the festival secretariat’ s expectations Flower parade featuring Miss Flower Festival and other regional pageant queens
(1977; from the Hiroshima Municipal Archive collection) (1977; from the Hiroshima Municipal Archive collection)

SHEICh W2 kAN b EE NS (19774F) (BBTHAXEEME)
A wide array of events were held over the three-day course of the festival
(1977; from the Hiroshima Municipal Archive collection)
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1980: Transition to Government Ordinance-Designated City

Thanks to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction Law, the recovery
of Hiroshima had finally found its footing. The city developed into a metropolis and
transitioned into a government ordinance-designated city.

On April 1, 1980, the City of Hiroshima became the tenth government
ordinance-designated city in Japan, following Osaka, Nagoya, Kyoto, Yokohama,
Kobe, Kitakyushu, Sapporo, Kawasaki, and Fukuoka. A commemorative ceremony
celebrating the city’ s new status was held and festively decorated hana densha
streetcars ran through the city. Banners and kusudama decorative balls celebrating
the beginning of Hiroshima as a government ordinance-designated city were hung
from buildings. But the celebrations didn’ t stop there: department stores and
supermarkets also held special events, the post office created a commemorative
rubber stamp, and even streetcars and buses created commemorative tickets.

Then, in 1985, the city merged with Itsukaichi-cho, bringing the city population
to 1.03 million, joining the ranks of other so-called “million cities.”

il ]
BSiEERTRSRB TR E BN BTATR (1980%F) BAIEELTHBITE 0 5 TEBH (1980%)
(RETAXERERE) (EBHAXE R
Mayor Araki giving a speech at the commemorative ceremony Hana densha celebrating the transition to government ordinance-designated city

(1980; from the Hiroshima Municipal Archive collection) (1980; from the Hiroshima Municipal Archive collection)
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1994: Asian Games held in Hiroshima

The 12th Asian Games, held in Hiroshima in 1994, was the first time that the
games were held in a non-capital city. Athletes and officials from 42 countries, the
highest number of participating countries ever, came to Hiroshima to participate.

he citizens of Hiroshima also participated, Volunteermcr as interpreters, drivers
for the athletes, and helping to manage the competitions. Local students also
participated in group performances during the opening and closing ceremonies. In
addition, citizens met with athletes and learned about Asian languages and cultures
at exchange events held in the Athletes’ Village, as well through a cheering
project at community halls across the city where one hall would cheer for one
country.

Volunteer groups helped make Cambodia’ s participation in the games possible:
the country was in chaos after the Cambodian Civil War, making participation in
the games difficult. However, thanks to support from ‘volunteer groups, nine
athletes were able to attend. After completing a marathon, one of the Cambodian
athletes made a memorable comment, remarking that peace was good because you
are free to do as you please, including playing sports.

The Asian Games also contributed to the development of Hiroshima with the
construction of Hiroshima Big Arch (current Edion Stadium) and the Astramline
tram, as well as road development and maintenance.

FRSROEERE /N FERE FPIFRERED FSXOREABE I PERE FPIPRER E BFHTOV7—ESML. S HFHREXEREN

FAEE U RREWEL 7= (19945) HIEARE U B R E BT U = (19945F) Kifi B DEEFZ (B A 41) (19945)

(BB A E TR (RS A E R (BB AX BB

Group performances during the opening The championship soccer game between The championship soccer gamebetween
ceremony; the hard work of students across China and Uzbekistan China and Uzbekistan
all levels of education paid off during their (1994; from the Hiroshima Municipal Archive (1994; from the Hiroshima Municipal Archive

successful performances collection) collection))
(1997; from the Hiroshima Municipal Archive
collection)
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1996: The Atomic Bomb Dome Registered as World Heritage Site

When Japan joined the World Heritage Convention in 1992, the City of
Hiroshima held several meetings with the national government about making the
Atomic Bomb Dome a World Heritage site.

At the time, it was thought that getting the Dome registered as a World Heritage
site would not be easy as it was relatively recent compared to other sites.
However, thanks to efforts such as a signature drive, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs submitted a recommendation for the Dome to the World Heritage
Committee, and on December 6, 1996, the Atomic Bomb Dome was registered as a
World Heritage site.

It was thus decided that the Atomic Bomb Dome, a symbol that continues to
appeal for world peace, would be internationally protected.

HFEECER S N FE N — A (19964F)
(RS RRE R )

The Atomic Bomb Dome, a registered world heritage site
(1996; from the Landscape Division of the City of Hiroshima)
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2001: Shareo Underground Shopping Arcade opens

In April 2001, Hiroshima’ s first ever underground shopping arcade opened in
Kamiya-cho, located in central downtown Hiroshima. Inside Shareo are routes
from east to west (connecting the east end of Kamiya-cho intersection to the site
of the former Municipal Baseball Stadium) and routes from north to south
(connecting Hondori Station and Kencho-mae Station of the Astramline public
transport system). Along these routes are shops selling everything from clothing to
everyday goods, as well as restaurants and more.

The Shareo Central Plaza, located in the center of the shopping arcade, is used
year-round to hold a variety of events. There is also a street piano located in the
Higashi-Naka Plaza of Shareo’ s east wing. Known as the Kamiya-cho Street
Piano, it is available all year for visitors to play for free.

Shareo is also easily accessible via public transport as it is directly connected to
the Astramline and is located next to streetcar stops and Hiroshima Bus Center.

BN OBT (R LEHTERS (45)
Shareo Opening Ceremony (courtesy of Hiroshima Underground Development Co., Ltd.)
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2022__The Landscape of the North-South Line.

Within this landscape, the view from the pillars of the Peace Memorial Museum
through the Cenotaph for the A-bomb Victims to the Atomic Bomb Dome, called
the North-South Line, is extremely important and must be passed down to the next
generation as a landscape that symbolizes Peace City Hiroshima.

In order to create an environment worthy of this extremely important view, we
have made it our mission to ensure that no buildings or structures are visible
behind the Atomic Bomb Dome in order to create the "Ideal View."

To realize our Ideal View, we have created the framework for a highly effective
Landscape Plan (including detailed landscape plans, height restrictions for height
control districts, etc.), which came into effect beginning January 4, 2022.

B E iR [BfET~NEE]
Viewpoint area and North-South axis Qur Ideal View
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2023: The G7 Hiroshima Summit

The G7 Hiroshima Summit was held in Hiroshima City in May 2023, bringing
together world leaders to discuss a variety of global issues such as global
economics, diplomacy and security, and the situation in Ukraine.

The attending world leaders offered flowers and prayers at the Cenotaph for the
A-bomb Victims in Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park and visited Iliroshima Peace
Memorial Museum where they spoke with a hibakusha (survivor of the atomic
bombing) and signed the Peace Memorial Museum guestbook.

Then-Prime Minister Fumio Kishida wrote in the guestbook of aiming for a world
free from nuclear weapons together with world leaders, conveying the will for
peace to the world.
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