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Human Sapovirus in Clams, Japan
Hansman GS™ Oka T ™ Okamoto R™ Nishida T™ Toda
S Noda M™ Sano D™ Ueki Y™ Imai T* Omura T
Nishio O™ Kimura H™ Takeda N™
Emerg Infect Dis, 13, 620-622 (2007)

Human sapovirus was detected in 4 of 57 clam
packages by reverse transcription?PCR and sequence
analysis. This represents the first finding of sapovirus
contamination in food. Closely matching sequences have
been detected in stool specimens from patients with
gastroenteritis in Japan, which indicates a possible
food-to-human transmission link.
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Evaluation of PCR-based identification and genotyping
methods for the iap genes in Listeria monocytogenes and
other Listeria spp.

Ishimura K, Inoue S™, Kayashima T"2, Yoshinotani S™, Itoh
F, Kasama Y Matsumoto M™®, Ogino T™
Jpn J Food Microbiol, 23(4),148 154,2006

By using 181 Listeria spp. strains except for L.ivanovii,
we evaluated the three distinct PCR methods targeting
the iap genes encoding p60 proteins for genus or species
identification, and the PCR-RFLP analysis for
genotyping. Each of the two species-specific PCR
methods yielded the expected amplicons from all of the
126 L. monocytogenes and 43 L. innocua strains tested.
The genus-specific PCR method amplified the target
regions (about 1.4 kb) from 178 Listeria strains other
than 3 L. grayi strains tested. The PCR-RFLP analysis
with either Hha or Hind  showed distinct several

patterns.
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Genetic characterization of a multidrug-resistance
in Shigella spp. from Japan
Ashraf M. Ahmed™, Furuta K ", Shimomura K™, Kasama
Y, Shimamoto T™
J Med Microbiol, 55, 1685 1691, 2006

This study characterized the genetic basis of
antimicrobial resistance of Shigella spp. from humans
from 2000 to 2004 in Hiroshima city. PCR and DNA
sequencing revealed that a S. sonnei strain had a class 1
integron which had a cassette containing esterase/lipase
(estX) and aadAl gene. Two types of class 2 integron
were identified in this study. One type had the classic
type of the cassette, conserved 3 resistance gene
(dfrA-satl-aadAl). The other type one had shorter
cassette (dfrAl-satl). S. flexneri recently isolated in
Hiroshima city possessed a ESBL gene, blagya s,
suggesting the expanding of this type of resistance gene.
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