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corve of the shore, is lined for a quarter of in line above them and form a famons gallery
amile to the temple with tall stone lanterns, of ancient art.
the same alignment of votive lights continu-  The founding of this eurious temple of the
ing for half a mile along shore at the other sea goes back, of course, to the time when
side of the great shrine. The water torii is the gods were on earth, and Itsukushima and
the unique and great feature of Miyajima's her mermaid sisters sang on these shores. In
shrine, and one grows very familiar with it earliest times—in the sixth century, when
from its representations by Japanese artists the soberest traditions agree that a temple
in every line. The colossus is formed of great was built—itwas a shrine of Shinto, that most
heams, each hewn from the single tronk of a formal, sonlless enlt of ancient Japan; but
camphor-tree, and strengthened at the hase within two centuries it became a Buddhist
by cross-heams ji joining low parallel columns, fane, brocaded bonzes taught with book and
which give it balance and solidity and mast bell, the altars were a blaze of gold, and in-
. Thesel dbe- cense dimmed the myriad lights. The temple
low the water-line with such a heavy growth became more and more a place of pilgrimage;
of barnaeles and marine plants that the emperors, shoguns, and daimios vied in their
torli seems very reasonably a part of the sea- gifts, and this grew to be the richest and
wod's kingdom and creating. This skelelon most splendid temple outside of Kioto, the
gate in the sea is so delicate and fairy-like western capital. In 1543 it was destroyed
ina first distant view, that one is not prepared by fire, and all the precious records were con-
for its great size, and the impressive sense of sumed, which gives tradition and fancy freer
ita proportions, when one floats in between its play, and invests those earlier times with
great camphor-wood piers, as massive and more of myth and sentiment. It was rebuilt
solid as masonry. Sculling through this no- on a more splendid scale, and Hideyoshi, the
ble gateway, and across the water court of Taiko, assembled his generals here for the
approach, at high tide one may visit every great Corean expedition of 1557, Om the eve
part of the temple, and penetrate to the far- of departure the Taiko addressed them in
thest labyrinth, passing beneath galleries and magnificent conclave in the great «Hall of
bridges, and floating before the open fronts One Thousand Mats,» on the favored hill for
of the great shrines. The galleries conneet- #moon-viewing» beside the water-temple.
ing the different parts of the temple have, It was almost a coincidence that, three cen-
strung along their eaves, hundreds: of quaint turies later, the Emperor came to his new
little bronze and iron lanterns, all votive naval station of Ujina, opposite Miyajima, to
offerings, as alsa are the pictures that hang consult with his generals, and speed the new
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