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(M%) Disarmament is not a lofty ideal, but a practical imperative, the First Committee
(Disarmament and International Security) heard today as it concluded its thematic debate on
nuclear weapons and began debating other mass destruction weapons. ({4Hg)
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mms) If only a small fraction of today’ s nuclear weapons were used, ashes and smoke from the
firestorm would loft high into the atmosphere - cooling, darkening and drying the Earth’s
surface for more than a decade. It would obliterate food crops, putting billions at risk of
starvation. Yet we continue to live in denial of this existential threat. (%)
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