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The Castle Town Hiroshima: a Beautiful City of Rivers and Bridges
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An old painting on a folding screen portrays the city as the artist envisioned it in the Edo period. Here you can see a bustling center of
commerce, with people from the different castes clearly represented: the Nobles, the Samurai, the Peasants, and the Chonin (merchants,
craftsman and artisans).
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The Saigoku Kaido and the rivers
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Starting at Hiroshima Station, if you continue walking west
along the route of the old Saigoku Kaido, you will cross a total of
four rivers before you leave the city. Towards the end of the Edo
period, a festival called Sunamochi Kasei was held to celebrate
the periodic dredging of the river bottoms, which had to be done.
to ensure they remained navigable.
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This merchant guide book from the Meiji period (which followed the Edo period) shows the continued importance of the Saigoku
Kaido as a route which brought prosperity to the people of Hiroshima. The tiger figure s the symbol of a sweets shop that used to
be located along Hon- dori. People are enjoying sweets just out of pot at the shopfront.

The shop beside the bridge has a lot of miso and soy sauce barrels inside.

There used to be many shops selling Buddhist altar fittings along Bustudan-dori; Bustudan means Buddhist altars.
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The Saigoku Kaido originally bypassed Hiroshima, making the connection between the port of
Nagasaki and Tokyo further to the north, But the path was changed, and the road moved
further south, so that it could go through the city from the East to the West. That change
brought Hiroshima prosperity. From the painting we can see boats coming down the river. The
boats are laden with rice, sake barrels, Buddhist altar fittings, and other commodities. These
boats were headed to the port of Hiroshima from the hinterland upriver. At the bridges on the
Saigoku Kaido, merchants waited to unload those boats.

As a city of rivers, Hiroshima thus developed this unique way of distributing goods. The city
pictured here has changed a great deal since this foiding screen was painted 200 years ago,
but, by using the rivers and bridges as guides, we can still find vestiges of the old Saigoku
Kaido.
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he Saigoku Kaido Highway

the Road that Led to Hiroshima's Prosperity
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The pine trees at the right end of the screen mark the Enko River. The bridge across that river
is the Enkobashi Bridge, now located in front of Hiroshima Station to the left. Traveling down
the Saigoku Kaido to the West, the next bridge we encounter is the Kyobashi Bridge. The castle
moat ahead is Hacchobori (Bori [Hori] means “moat”). The wide, lively street across
Hacchobori is the present Hondori, which is still the busiest downtown shopping area in
Hiroshima city.

EBNbE REE

From this folding screen we can see an illustration of how the
Saigoku Kaidou was the lifeline for the people of Hiroshima, and
how the rivers and the bridges played important roles for the
development of the city of Hiroshima.
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The Saigoku Kaido Highway—the Road that Led to Hiroshima’s Prosperity
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During the Edo period (1603 - 1868), the
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an effort to Improve Japan's domestic economy. The old kaido which connected

Shimonoseki to Kyoto was called the Saigoku Kaido. This Saigoku Kaido was an important route for the period because it connected the Nihonbashi business district in Tokyo
(Edo) to Nagasaki, the only port where foreign trade was permitted. The Saigoku Kaido also connected Hiroshima with Tokyo, and served as a distribution channel for
merchandise produced in Tokyo, and as a channel for the distribution of the culture of Tokyo as well. Today, Hiroshima’s equivalent of a downtown lies atop the footprint of the

old Saigoku Kaido, stretching from Hiroshima Station to the Peace Park.




