Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

What do you think about peace?

When I asked foreign visitors, responses were, “to work in harmony
with others”, “the safe world”, and “to abolish war.” 1 also answered
“to abolish war”. Can we abolish wars? Can the world stop conflicts
and wars?

Nobody knows the future of the world. We can’t abolish wars alone.
However, I think each individual can do something to put out the
flashpoint of conflict such as bullying and other violence. That is, I
think, to create peace in our familiar surroundings by eliminating
bullying and other violence. In order to do so, what we should do is to
respect each other and accept each other.

To respect others, we need to find good qualities in other people. And,
this is connected to the 2nd point to accept each other. Most people can
respect good points of the other person, but can’t accept the bad
points of them. It’s true for me. Sometimes I can only see the bad
points, so we may hate each other. However, if we take differences as
individual character, what do you say? People are a mirror. Hatred
reflects on hatred. When you smile, a smile will come back. If we will
be able to do that, I think it’ll connect to the first step to peace.

What do you say to wishing for a peaceful world?
If we can put into practice even a tiny little thing, I am sure that

we can build world peace.
Yamada Mikako
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T@ anniversary of the atomic bombing
oemmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Do you know how many lives were lost by the war? And many of the
survivors still suffer from the aftereffects. Today, people all over the
world hope for a peaceful world without war. But you don’t know how
to make a peaceful world, right? And you feel like one person can't do
anything at all. That's OK. A peaceful world is not the absence of war.
Peace is all living things living happily. To achieve peace, we should
start by reducing our little quarrels. Then we can start reducing war.
So, what do we need to do?

First, let’s think about it.

Quarrels start when we have different ideas and or views. But it's
natural for us to differ from each other. We just have to make a real
effort to accept our differences. If people all over the world are
thinking the same thoughts, we have no chance to grow.

When we understand how we differ from someone else, that person
might understand us, too. I want to live thinking of others, keeping
others in my mind. Let's think of each other and make a peaceful
world together.

Sasao Tomoyo
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Tﬁ anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

For me, peace means having empathy for each other.

I did a homestay in Vancouver, Canada last summer. That was the
first time I was in Canada. When I first got there, I was in a station
and didn't know which train I should take. Seeing I was in trouble, a
lady talked to me. Thanks to her, I was able to learn about Canadian
trains. I'm still grateful to that lady. I want to be a person like her.

I look for and sometimes find people who don't know which train to
take. When I tell them how to understand the trains, they say,
"Thank you" with a smile. Every time they thank me, I feel happy.

I have asked people visiting Japan, "How do you feel when someone
says, "Thank you" to you?" They all answer, “I feel happy". Nobody
feels bad hearing "thank you". I am sure this is the same all over the
world. In response to my question, some people answered, "I feel a
connection". I believe it makes us happier and friendlier whenever we
hear "thank you". If the earth is filled with the people saying, "Thank
you", I'm sure we will be able to live together in peace.

Taguchi Rin
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T@ anniversary of the atomic bombing

*0mmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Peace is when people live in safety and everyone feels happy.
Peace is destroyed when people are hurt by such things as bullying
and war. 70 years ago on August 6th at 8:15 in the morning, a nuclear
bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. Hiroshima turned into a blazing
inferno. Many people lost their lives. What we can do is make sure
this tragedy never happens again.

Have you heard of the "golden rule"? The "golden rule" is to "do
unto others as you would have others do unto you.” It is important to
consider other peoples' feelings. Sometimes I say things I know I
shouldn't say, but I do try to consider how other people feel. We can
move towards peace by being considerate in what we say and do. Just
one person doing this will not bring peace, but even one person’s
kindness can affect many others. If we all start acting in considerate
ways, sad things like bullying and war will disappear.

It is also important to be thankful for being able to live a normal
life. In this world, some people don't have enough to eat. Others have
no place to live. We should be aware of how lucky we are and be
thankful for that. We should make the most of our lives.

Let’s start now by acting considerately and making the most of our
lives in our schools and communities. Let's make a peaceful world

together.
Herbert Mika
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The' 70th anniversary of the atomic bombing

C8mmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

I believe that peace is very important. And I don’t permit the
existence of nuclear weapons, including atomic bombs.

My grandfather was exposed to radiation at the age of 3 years old.
He was 3.6 kilometers away from ground zero. But I heard that he
felt a strong bomb blast then. Fortunately he told me all his family
was found to be safe. The reasons why I don’t permit nuclear weapons
are because families and friends will die, and because it takes new
life as well. If my grandfather was killed, I wouldn't have been born.
The nuclear weapon changes the future of people in an effortless way.
In order to abolish nuclear weapons, I will bear in mind the atrocity
that happened in Hiroshima 70 years ago.

When I get into arguments with the people around me, I shall
accept their opinions and I'll share my opinion with them because it
will help me to create better human relationships and convey what
happened in Hiroshima to various people, which will also lead to
preventing a re-occurrence. It is difficult for me to talk about
Hiroshima to the people close to me rather than those whom I meet
for the first time.

I earnestly hope to realize a world without nuclear arms by
bringing world peace.

Nakano Masato
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T@ anniversary of the atomic bombing
oemmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

What is "peace"?

I think that peace is people all over the world can live with a smile
without disparities and worries everyday. Everyone should hope for
peace but why can't we stop fighting?

I thought about the reasons. The reasons are to insist "I'm right" and
to give others labels before understanding them.

Sometimes I have quarrels with teammates in my club. On
reflection, I found that the above-mentioned 2 points were the causes.
The conflicts among teammates are small-scale. Some of them resolve
over time. On the other hand, armed conflicts and civil wars are
larger scale. And they involve all creatures on earth. When the
environment is destroyed completely by the hands of men, they will
regret that they have done a cruel thing.

But it will be too late.

We should improve our actions while people's hearts are still warm
and friendly.

From now on, I will build human relationships to understand and
respect each other to reduce conflicts.

To achieve this, I'll start to have a dialogue. And I hope it'll be a
bridge for world peace.

Itatant Sakura
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T@ anniversary of the atomic bombing
emmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

It is my hope that we can live peacefully without fear of wars and
nuclear weapons. I always want to enjoy living with my family and
friends in a safe world. So I will start from what I can do.

For example, when I'm in trouble my friends help me, which makes
me feel happy. So when I see someone in trouble, I will try to help. I
won’t pretend I haven’t seen them. I will also try to observe social
rules at school and in the community. Observing rules is a way of not
being selfish. If we become selfish, we tend to act without listening to
other, which causes more conflict. When we do these things alone, our
society may not change, but if we all do these things, the whole world
will be filled with smiles. And wars and nuclear weapons will no
longer be needed.

Oeda Kurum:i
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The'70th anniversary of the atomic bombing

Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Are you doing anything to move toward peace?

I used to be afraid of talking to people from abroad. But after
speaking to some foreigners for the first time, the fear disappeared.
In fact, I was embarrassed that I had felt that way.

The foreigners I talked to listened patiently to my story, despite my
poor English. I became happy seeing how hard they worked to
understand me. I think the causes of war and most quarrels are small
misunderstandings and prejudice. I decided to communicate actively
even with people I am meeting for the first time. Unless we take
action, nothing will start nor change. t may be difficult to make
communicate well at the beginning, but I'll try to start conversations
with greetings and casual conversation. Through communication,
we’ll learn new things about each other. Communication will help us
understand each other more deeply. Through communication, we can
gather opinions. By gathering different opinions and appreciating
different views, we can begin taking the first steps toward peace. To
start, why don’t we tell the people around us about our gathering in
Hiroshima and what comes to our mind when we think about peace?
Let us widen the circle of peace so we never repeat the tragedy of
Hiroshima.

Kinoshita Saki
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TI\&O\J anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

What do you think “true peace” is?

To me, it is everyone can live happily. Does the present “peace” give
everyone happiness? To me, it doesn’t seem so.

Peace consists of four factors.

These are: being able to say “thank you” from the heart; being full of
compassion; respecting each other; and thinking about peace.

The first three share a common ground. That is to think about others.
By practicing those, we can make everyone smile. And everyone can
love each other.

Sometimes we can’t express our gratitude from our hearts. In some
cases we may think there’s no need to do so. However, what if we
expressed our appreciation even for little things? At the beginning, we
can start just to be conscious; eventually our 1idea will be realized. We
also can start to be considerate of people around us little by little.
Then we can spread this attitude of being attentive and considerate of
other people. The world will change if we just adjust our thinking.
This 1s essential to achieve “true peace”.

Thinking about peace is absolutely necessary to achieve it. People
from all over the world should think peace is important. We can’t go
on to share awareness without peace. And we should join our prayers
to abolish war. I believe we can bring true peace by not taking peace
for granted. True peace is not something to be offered, but for us to
create by ourselves. Let’s create true peace together.

Harada Natsumi
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The'70th anniversary of the atomic bombing
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Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

As long as there are atomic bombs in the world, we will never have

peace.
Seventy years ago, a single bomb took the lives of one hundred forty
thousand people. We must never repeat that again. As I was born in
Hiroshima, I must tell the world how terrible nuclear weapons are
and how wonderful peace is.

First, I want to tell non-Japanese that we should eliminate the
military. Most visitors I have met don't seem to know much about
nuclear weapons. I'd like to exchange opinions with them and let
them know how important I think peace 1is.

But before getting people around the world to think about peace, I'll
begin by talking to my neighbors.

I once asked some foreigners some questions. One said, "The
gembaku (atomic bomb) makes people sad." Another said, "No one
should possess nuclear weapons." A girl said, "We shouldn't have
war." But most people seem to accept having armed forces. If we had
peace all over the world, we wouldn’t need armed forces. But
conversely, the military actually disturbs the peace. Without armed
forces and military power, international problems would be settled by
negotiation. I want to tell the present and future generations that
there is nothing in this world more important than peace.

Kitahara Takuma
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Th!7‘0\; anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Do you know what happened in Hiroshima on August 6?

That is the day when an A-bomb was dropped on the earth for the
first time in the world — the day we shouldn’t forget.

To get peace, how about starting from someone close to us, and
valuing our relationships with our friends? Many of you think there is
no linkage between friends and peace. But both of them have the
common implication that is to give each other help.

I think “peace” means the state of the world being unified and
counted as one.

For instance, the Great East Japan Earthquakes which occurred in
2011. In this chain of events, I felt the world was unified. When
something happens in one country, other countries offer help. Our
friends also give us help when we get into trouble. I think this mutual
help in case of trouble is the tie between peace and friends.

“Peace” also means that everyone can keep on smiling; they can
feel happy and free from conflicts and sadness.

In addition to that, I think “peace” implies everyone in the world
can live happily.

The most important thing about “peace” is each individual has a
perspective for peace. And let us put it into action with courage!!

Takar Kosuke
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T@ anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

We, people all over the world, need to get together to abolish
nuclear weapons and establish permanent peace. I think, it is
cooperation that is most important to keep in mind. We should
become one. I think we all have hoped for world peace. People know
there are actually no borders of race and thought.

I have no experience of war. So we should learn the details of war
and deepen our understanding at first. Next, we must talk about
permanent peace in the world. And we must do something to
establish world peace. We must take action. For governments of each
country, it is to establish good diplomatic relations. For me, it is to
help my friends and join volunteer activities, and so on. I'll
participate in our town cleaning with children and the elderly helping
each other. Why don’t we make time to spend with other people more
than usual?

People all over the world know war is wrong. I strongly hope that
we, people all over the world, will get together by understanding war,
thinking about war, and take actions like volunteer activities.

Yamada Natsuki
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T@ anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Abolish atomic bombs from the earth. Change the world to a
peaceful one. It may sound too big. But I think there is a short way to
achieve it, which everybody can do. That is to change yourself with
courage. Anything is OK. For example, give your seat in a train, help
someone who is in trouble, and so on. Many people may think that is
too small. But the people who receive this considerate caring will
want to spread it. If this is overlapped and repeated again and again,
then the world will become one.

I have an experience in which my views were turned 180 degrees. It
was 3 years ago. I went to the U.S. I was very nervous at the
beginning. I seldom spoke. But I changed myself. I started to join
conversations with others. Then I started to enjoy talking in English
and became friendly with my host family.

From now on, I would like to start. Now I want to spread this change
to many people.

We should change ourselves, even in just very small ways. This is
one of the ways to transform to a peaceful world.

Katashima Seiya
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i T@ anniversary of the atomic bombing

! Gémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

A single atomic bomb on August 6th, 1945 took the precious lives,
dreams, and hopes of 140,000 people in Hiroshima by the end of the
year. The world lost more than 50,000,000 lives by WWII. A nuclear
weapon and a war led to a tragedy like this. But war is still
happening around the world. And today the world is dotted with
nuclear weapons. Humans must not use nuclear weapons once more.
What should we do not to repeat the tragedy of Hiroshima?

There is a story called "One drop of water a day". When a forest fire
occurred, all animals escaped from the forest at once. But only this
hummingbird didn't. He scooped up water from the river and dropped
it on the burning fire again and again. Animals thought it helped
nothing and laughed. But the hummingbird said "I'm just doing what
I can". Does this action of the hummingbird really mean nothing?

Is it really no use to do anything in the huge flames of war? Peace is
not what i1s decided by discussion among presidents. We can
announce peace when people all over the world stay and say they are
happy. For that, there are lots of things we can do. I have already
started.

I'm collecting donations although the amount is not much,
fundraise for a refugee camp.

Not to discriminate against others just because we have different
languages, appearances, and cultures, like some dislike vegetables,
and some like to be tidy.

To think there is a culture for each one.
If we embrace thoughts for peace and if we put one foot forward, even
a tiny step at a time, it will be a huge strength.

Omae Soshiro
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Tﬁ anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

A mudslide disaster occurred in Hiroshima last August. A lot of
people died and lost their homes and properties. After the mudslides,
I understood the real meaning of “peace” for the first time. “Peace”
means that there are no crimes and everyone has enough food and
money. I think we have many ways of making a peaceful world. First,
we can study about A-bombs and cultivate our own views about peace.
In my case, I watch related programs on TV and read books. Second,
we can have gratitude for the people and things surrounding us. A
family and friends are special, and should not be taken for granted.
Third, we can overcome gaps and keep consideration in mind for
others.

Everyone experiences a gap. For example, I'm not good at sewing.
But my friend helps me and I am glad. And I think disagreeing with
opinions is also a kind of gap. We need to respect the gap itself. Let’s
make a peaceful world by studying, expressing thankfulness, and
bridging gaps.

Matsumura Kohei
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: T@ anniversary of the atomic bombing

oemmemorative projects
Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

"The Center for World Peace Now"

What 1s peace? It is not to solve problems with nuclear weapons,
but taking care of people’s noble live so we can live peaceful and
satisfactory lives here on earth.

What is our role? It is to listen to Hibakusha, atomic bomb victims
and survivors about the event of seventy years ago and pass down
that horrible few minutes to the next generation. On August 6th,
1945, a single bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. This bomb took more
than one hundred thousand lives and people have still been suffering
from the past. After having lost their jobs, lives of families, and food,
it was their friend who offered mental and spiritual sustenance.
These friends were Hibakusha themselves. They supported each other.
Seventy years have passed today since the end of that tragic war. The
ideas about the atomic bomb still largely differs by country even after
all those years from the bombing.

From now on I want you to think how to overcome these different
perceptions about an atomic bomb and to work for a peaceful future.
A peaceful world 1s sure to come, even if the perspectives about the
atomic bomb differ from each other. It will come if we just face the
same direction towards peace. An act of believing in a peaceful world
1s also the first step towards peace.

Now that 70 years from the bombing, Hiroshima should be the
center for thinking of world peace.

Here, the Peace Park filled with the memories of Hibakusha tells
us all. We shouldn't take peace for granted. Let's convey the ultimate
reality of the effect of radiation from the atomic bomb all over the
world.

Okamoto Nana
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Thgo\i'r anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki exactly 70
years ago. There were hot blasts and black rain and it made people
think they were in hell.

Imagine. Houses, schools, friends and families. The atomic bomb
robbed all of their valuable things. And it ruined many people's lives.
Imagine. The tragedy took place in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
However, many countries keep increasing their nuclear weapons as if
Hiroshima and Nagasaki had never happened.

What will be the future for such a world? Imagine. If this big money
which 1s spent for war were spent for peace. Imagine. It may sound
ridiculous. But if we don't imagine, nothing will begin. The man who
thinks only about himself can't build peace. The people who don't
listen to others can't make a world in which everyone lives happily.
They refuse to listen to others and strut about as if nobody else is
around.

Although I say such things, I also hurt the feelings of my mates a
number of times. But I'm now always careful in thinking and
respecting other opinions and feelings. It is hard to imagine about
others. But it is not impossible. There are many things that we can
start in our immediate surroundings.

Once we become considerate of others, we are sure to make a
peaceful world.

Konishi Yuya
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The'70ih anniversary of the atomic bombing

Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

What do you think is necessary for world peace? Money? Love? Or
freedom?

I think it is cooperation. When everyone in the world overcomes
language and cultural barriers and learns to cooperate with each
other, peace will finally come to the world.

The Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons was held in New York this April. It
allows possession of nuclear weapons by five countries, including the
United States of America and Russia, only if they negotiate for
nuclear disarmament. The review conference took about one month
but, it closed without approving a final document. Gradually nuclear
disarmament had been proceeding, but this time a great gulf which
has developed was highlighted.

Now we need each country’s cooperation for world peace. For that,
we should lay aside all hatred, which was born from war, and change
it into lessons for the future, like the peace city, Hiroshima, which
was born from the bombing. Living in Hiroshima, something that I
can do is spread the hope and actions for peace. For that, now, while I
am a student, I want to work hard to learn about world history and
gain linguistic ability. For us who will take over the future, the
following things are required. First we must know about the past.
Next we must think about it from many angles. And last we must find
what the world today needs and act with our imaginations. We must
avoid making the same mistakes. If everyone in the world cooperates,
the world will change. Our own hands can change the world.

Kuwar Hikari
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The' 70th anniversary of the atomic bombing

' L] .
oemmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Have you ever fully thought about “borders”? I think that banishing
borders in your mind is the first step for rooting out wars and nuclear
weapons.

When you look at a world map, you’ll find many borders on it. If
you cross a border, the language, culture and ideas are different.
However, sometimes the differences cause wars. Most people separate
their own country from others by borders in their mind.

How about Japan? I asked foreign tourists. “Do you think Japan
has a good relation with other countries?” Then all of them answered
“Yes.” Many of them said “Japanese are peaceful and we feel very
welcome as visitors”. On the other hand, some said “However, I feel
that Japan i1s sometimes a bit isolated.” Their opinions made me
think that our peaceful country, Japan, is still isolated by the borders
in our minds. We are the same human beings, though we have
borders in form, different languages, cultures and views. Thus we
should understand the difference, accept them, and talk together.

I believe that small steps, such as greeting foreign people and
paying attention to the news in other countries, will erase the borders
in my mind. I hope my small efforts will erase the borders which
people around me have in their minds.

It is too late to know the pain after a war breaks out. If you join
with me in erasing the borders each other, the world will change for
sure. We have to remember that we are the people of one nation that
1s “the world”, before being the people of each nation.

Aokt Nana

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
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