Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Precious lives are being lost in the world as we're passing this very
minute and second, because of conflicts and terrorism.

Studying hard and playing the trumpet are my everyday events. I
want you to think what it is that you take for granted at this moment
once again. “What we take for granted” is very important and precious
in fact. Because the meaning of “everyday events” varies depending on
the person, the everyday events I think of and those that the people in
conflict regions think of are different. There are some regions where
bullets are flying about and people are being killed as ordinary events.
Do the people living in such regions have inner peace? Taking such
things into consideration, we can understand that how every day is
spent forms a person. And my everyday events are the important pieces
for keeping my inner peace. In order to keep my inner peace, I believe
I should broaden my views by having close communication with my
family and friends. Doing so, I will be able to increase my capacity to
accept others’ feelings. This will lead to respectfulness to others.
Furthermore, it is important for us to share that feeling with others.
We can be kind to others when we keep our inner peace. For example,
a little kindness for listening to others. If it spreads from person to
person more and more, this world will be called “peaceful”. I would
like all of you to cooperate to realize that. To save this world from the
cycle of human’s hurting other humans, at first, why don’t we start

from our own everyday life?
August.2017

Wakamatsu Sayuri
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T@ anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

My grandfather is an atomic bomb victim. On August 6th, 1945, one
atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima city. A lot of peoples’ lives were
taken away instantly. My grandfather’s family was hit and his father
and sister died. My grandfather was not able to make memories with
his father and sister because of atomic bomb.

What would you think if your family and friends were taken away by
atomic bomb? I would feel the sadness that I can’t stand. Also, I would
not be able to live alone because of the deep scar to my heart that will
never heal. Nobody should get this feelings, but there were many
people who lived a hard life even though they got sad and ill.

I think we should claim peace for all people to live happily. To achieve
this, I'm going to start volunteering to clean the local community with
neighbors.

August.2017

Keir Sakaue
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Tﬁ anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

For me there is a song that is always in my heart. The title of the song
1s “Hirosima, Rivers of Love” written by Nakazawa Keiji, who produced
the manga “Barefoot Gen”. In the song, there is the phrase “Can we
talk about it all? Everything you're feeling now. All the rage and the
sorrow and compassion as well.” I think he wanted to convey
compassion the most.

So, what 1s compassion? I think it means to understand the
difference between myself and others. We all have different
personalities, for example I'm quiet but a friend of mine is sociable.
Also we all have different hobbies and different ways of thinking.

There is some type of people that I could hardly accept. When I see
them, I try to find the good in them. She is a selfish person, but she is
an entertaining talker. It is difficult and requires great efforts to try to
understand the people you don’t like. It is easier to just hate and detest
them. But I want to be a kind of person who can focus on the positive
feelings more than the negative feelings such as hatred. Maybe that is
one way of being compassionate.

Mr. Nakazawa wanted to convey compassion through his song. He
wanted children who sing it to share his ideas. What is compassion?
Why don’t you give it a thought.

August.2017

Miki Meguro
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Do you try understand how others feel? Do you consider their
feelings when you speak? I think expressing what we feel in the
bottom of our hearts can lead to peace. One day, I found a tomato
that I dislike in my lunch box. As soon as I got home, I complained
to my mother. I said to her, “Why did you put a tomato in my
lunch box?”. It was obvious that she cared about my health. But I
wasn’t considering the feelings of my mother who gets up early to
make my lunch. I think many people have similar experiences. I
noticed it is important to walk in other’s shoes before speaking.
When I have too much on my plate, I make a mistake of saying
things without consideration of other’s feelings and often hurting
their feelings. I think it’s better to stop a moment to think about
someone’s feelings before saying anything. I'm sure that the world
will become a peaceful place, if there are many people in the world
who can do so. Wars and nuclear weapons will not disappear easily.
Still, there’s something we can do by ourselves. It is important to
express our thoughts and appreciation to each other. When there
are many people who can understand other’s feelings and express
their feelings and appreciation naturally, I call it a state of peace.

August.2017

Yamamoto Ayano
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

At this very moment, there are a lot of fights and conflicts happening
all over the world. How can we stop them? We often judge others by
their appearance or information from third parties. Many fights
happen due to misunderstandings and assumptions. I think if we
better understand each other, we can compromise and reduce conflicts
more easily.

For example, doing something together and spending time together.
Then, we can share feelings with each other. By sharing experience, I
think we can avoid interpreting others in a selfish way, and we can
understand them properly and reduce distance.

In the past, I judged a teacher by his looks. His i1s big and
intimidating, so I avoided him. One day, I was troubled for not being
able to become a faster runner despite of my rigorous exercise. Then
the teacher who was watching my exercise approached me and gave
me some advice to run faster. After that, he talked to me whenever he
saw me exercise. Then I noticed that the impression I had of him was
completely wrong. And I began talking to him on my own.

I realized that to properly understand others is important. In order
to properly understand others, communication is essential. I can
understand others more deeply through good communication. I think
if each and every one of us takes action to understand others, we can
contribute in making peace.

We should have conversations with each other with a smile and a
warm heart, and do our best to understand them properly.

August.2017

Atsuya Shimizu

Post your response to this message ! E" E
Hiroshima P2 Walker || Search | ke
e\\g (=




270 mmmﬁlﬂ

AR & F %

IR DN LD N 2 ~DAyE—T

FRAY =Y

L. HHRPONWZHLEZATHFOIRBZ o TWET, FA2HIiE, &9
THNEENSZIEDDHZ ENRHKRDZDOTL L9290, RATEBIT LS ZFDA
T HRPMALBETIGFRTHFEZBFRICHBMLTCLENES, £9 LKL
BUVAZ NG | FEA AR HF VWD EEN DO TIERWTL E 920y b
LBAWRALRAEBEEL TONIE, bo b BATFLZENTEHNE
S5 DTIZR W E B ET,

Bl 21X, —FnE L CHRIZD, L7235, ¥5&.
FLEEOHENI K ET, REpE2LICTHZ LT, BTRICHM LA
272D TR, bR A LHTEZEMT 2 ENCTEHBEL e T
7R E W ET,

bz, HALEEZRIZBETHHILCLEST2ZENHY £9, 1K
NDRELMFES> T, PLBETFTTCWELE, HDHH, FAUTHEEZLTH 2
DL 7263, EX3 TRV VoOMATWE L, 758, %R
TWERANELS EDL AV EHZ TINE L, TN BITHE DI
BT TSN, SETHROTW A A=V EELEY T ENGND .,
HambbEanFb Loz Lz,

CORERNS, BRoAEMHTFLZEET L ENRUOTEEENWE L
77o LT, BRoANEHBETH-OICIE, 22— g UBNER
DFELEWET, a3a=Fr—TarE2ER2 LT A0 oL
B CEHOTIERWVWTL X 9D —ANOE U DREET D 72D TENT
HZEN, ERNCORN S TN DT ARV E BnEd,

FEHEEEDPWLERS TEAWIREEZ L, bRoALEEL TAEYE
AU,

Rk29 (2017) 48 H

ks



T@ anniversary of the atomic bombing
oemmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

On August 6th,1945, many precious lives, smiles and the whole
lively city of Hiroshima disappeared under one atomic bomb. We
should all be sorry that war is still with us and many people are dying.
But if we have love and appreciate differences, I think war is sure to
disappear. Thinking about peace during this project made my attitude
different from other junior high students. I think for myself, but I
learned to appreciate discussing, then broadening my horizons and
deepening my ideas. Not only in this project, but when I get into
conflict in daily life, if I think carefully about my companion’s position,
I can appreciate it. The people of this world are of different races, speak
different languages, and have different ways of thinking. But we are
all people. We all have protection and help and are supported by love.
We are each treasured by someone. All countries on Earth are related.
All countries need other countries. Our world consists of many
countries, but whether we make a peaceful world or continue our
warring depends on whether we can rise above irritation and anger.
Can we relate through love? Let’s sustain and accept love from all
people. Let’s appreciate and help each other. Let’s make ourselves one
world.

August.2017

Moeko Takata
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The'70th anniversary of the atomic bombing

' L] .
Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

We must not repeat the frightening mistake that was made in the
summer 72 years ago. A lot of innocent citizens lost their most precious
things by only one atomic bomb. Unfortunately, there are wars and
terrorist attacks happening somewhere in the world now, and many
lives are being lost every day.

Why do people hurt each other?

I think conflicts happen because people reject others when the
differences become obstacles for them. Each person has his or her own
unique looks, character, way of thinking, likes and dislikes, and so on.
Sometimes it is difficult to accept the differences. But I think that a
world without war is waiting beyond that difficulty.

The other day, at school, I realized the importance of accepting
differences. We came up with two themes and we needed to choose one
for our group project, and one member began insisting on their theme
without listening to the other group. At that time, one of my friends
made a remark that changed the atmosphere.

“Why don’t we discuss until everyone gets satisfied?”

Then, we all started listening to everyone’s opinion and made a
decision. I was able to gain more insight because someone expressed
their opposing views, and I could get new ideas that I didn’t think of on
my own. It was a meaningful time for me. I learned that we can have
such a meaningful experience precisely because we have different ways
of thinking.

This 1s also true in other situations. For example, people can see
things from various perspectives if they talk with others of different
gender and background. We can multiply the things we can do by
sharing different strengths of different people.

I think we should start finding things we can do by using our own
originality and take actions for peace in our daily life.

August.2017

Tomoha Akashi
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TI\&O\J anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

One day when I was talking with my friends in the Student
Committee at school, I noticed an important thing. I realized that if
you listen to each other’s opinions carefully in a discussion, everything
will move on like the unravelling of tangled yarn. In fact, at the time
of our meeting, very good opinions came out and what we were talking
about was settled.

So from this experience, I realized that when we consider things with
others, we should have our own opinions, but cooperation through
listening 1s vital. I think you could say the same thing about peace.
People who think about peace have many different views, so their
images of the ideal of peace are different. This is a good thing and
shouldn’t be criticized. Better ideas can be born through discussion.

There is a limit to the action that I can take for peace as a junior high
school student in Hiroshima. However, if many people have the same
attitude as me and take the small step of talking with others, we can
realize something about peace. I think this will result in spreading
our 1ideas and taking action.

From now on, I'm going to focus on discussion and exchange. I will
talk about many things with my friends, including the value of peace.
I hope that other people will start doing this, too. These small,
everyday acts will lead to peace.

August.2017

Shinohara Iki
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The'70th anniversary of the atomic bombing

Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

About 70 years ago an atomic bomb fell on Hiroshima. In a moment,
it robbed the lives and futures of many people and created sorrow and
hatred. But now, Hiroshima has no sadness or hatred, and 1is
surrounded by clear blue sky and beautiful green trees. We must share
the events of August 6t with people who do not know about atomic
bombs, with future generations, and with people all over the world.

Now, people who experienced the atomic bombing are aging. It is our
duty and obligation to communicate the events of August 6th to future
generations. To do that, we need to think about past wars, but we also
have to think about “how to make the world more peaceful” in the
future. The first step to thinking about peace is knowing about war and
the situation of the world now, so that we can tell future generations
and people who do not know war about the preciousness of life. I study
history a lot so that I can take that first step and think for myself.

Then, from the atomic bomb victims, we inherit their testimonies,
which contain their thoughts and ideas about peace. I want to form my
own thoughts and share them with my loved ones and with future
generations.

' August.2017

Fuyukt Ayano
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Th!7‘0\; anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

What is important to make the world peaceful is to remove the
language barrier and make efforts to understand each other. This belief
came from my experience in America.

When I was a third grader, my family and I moved to the U.S.A.
because of my father’s job. We lived there for two years and I
experienced a strong language barrier. At first I couldn’t speak English
at all, but I never gave up and studied hard and then I became able to
communicate with my friends in English. When my English ability was
low, it was very difficult to understand what my teachers were saying
and I could hardly keep up with classes. I couldn’t even ask questions
to my teachers in English. I was sometimes excluded by my friends
because of my poor English. We just assumed that we wouldn’t be able
to understand each other’s feelings because we couldn’t communicate
in English. This is what we call a “language barrier”. I felt that I should
have tried to talk more in English as much as possible without
hesitation. By doing so, we could have better understood each other
and built a better relationship. It is important for everyone to make
efforts to understand each other. I strongly believe that it will lead to
a world peace.

' August.2017

Arisa Tao
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

I moved to Hiroshima in the summer when I was seven. At that time
I was surprised that the students in Hiroshima went to school on
August 6th, and by the culture of respecting peace that has taken root
in Hiroshima.

Students who live in the Pease City of Hiroshima learn so much
about peace. We must make the most this knowledge. I will never
forget this.

I think that the most important thing for peace is to “bring about
solutions through fair and open discussions”.

I am in the girls’ tennis club, where I learned the importance of
being up front about my true feelings. We have had strained
relationships many times because of disapproval and disagreement.
But we always face problems head-on. For example, one time our club
members in the same grade argued hotly for days. We had many bitter
experiences and gave each other a tough time. But the problems were
settled when we understood each other’s true feelings.

To realize peace for myself, from now on I will try hard not to lie and
to be honest with people. This action requires great courage. A sincere
and honest person can gain peoples’ trust and at the same time can
come to be able to trust other people.

Never forget to use “words” if you are tormented by strong anger or
hatred. Problems are settled by discussion even in our daily lives or in
foreign affairs. Many precious lives will be lost if we escape discussion
and instead make war. Everyone, even under bitter and hard
conditions please never forget that discussion can save lives.

August.2017

Konno Mio
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Tﬁ anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

What does peace mean to you?

I'm sure it means different things to different people to hear of “peace”. To me,
it means each and every person can respect one another for who they are and
for what they say and do. To me, what does not mean peace is caused by being
self-centered or not being able to consider others. Therefore, I believe the more
we can say and act on considering the feelings of others, the more people who
feel unpleasant will decrease, which will make the world more peaceful.

There are many things that we can do. For example, we can cherish friends
around us. Is this also happened to you sometimes relax your attention a little
too much just because they are your friends? To try to understand your friends’
way of thinking and their thoughts is another step towards peace.

If there is a person near to us whose way of thinking is self-centered, it is
necessary to tell him/her it is wrong. I would like to convey loudly “those who
can cherish others also can be cherished by others”.

I have met many kind people to date.

There was a person listened to me when I was down. Another acted in
considering my feelings...

Today many incidents disregarding human lives such as wars and terrors are
happening in the world. We cannot directly stop them alone. However, if each of
us can maintain consideration towards others, I believe it will become such an
immense power to stop wars and terrors.

f‘ 1 August.2017

Mizuho Amano
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Th!7‘0\; anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

I think that people can smile when they have lots of interaction with
other people. When we smile, we can feel happy. When we feel happy,
we can feel peace. In other words, I think that a state of peace is
directly connected to people’s happiness.

I think that even when there is no war, if each of us i1s in an isolated
space, we cannot feel happy. And, even if we are at war, we can feel
happy, if we can interact with others and smile together.

I belong to a volunteer group named “White Wood”. As a member, I take
care of elementary school children. They always make me smile and
happy. I have a sister and three little brothers. One day, my sister and
I had a fight and kept on ignoring each other for a few days. When I
apologized to her, I found out that she was also looking for a chance to
apologize to me. We made up. From that experience, I learned that it’s
important to try to interact with others without hesitation.

Some people think that a state of peace is a state without a war or a
conflict. In an everyday situation, we can create peace through
interaction with others. I think greeting someone can be the first step.
I believe that smiles created through interaction with others are more
powerful than any weapons.

August.2017

Fukushima Ayaka
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

We tend to think that the elimination of war or the realization of peace is
something that the government or adults should work on, and that there is nothing
we can do. But I think there is something we can do for peace.

I have done homestays in Malaysia, Australia, and Canada. During my stay in
these countries, I met a lot of people, including host families, English teachers,
and local students. When I tried to talk to them about Japan and Hiroshima, they
tried hard to understand my poor English. When I couldn’t understand what they
said, they spoke slowly or explained in a different way so that I could understand.
When you communicate with others, the most important thing is to make mutual
efforts to make yourself understood and to understand what the other is trying to
say. When I remember my homestay experiences, the first things that come to
mind are the smiling faces of the people I met. [ don’t want to go to war with their
countries. Nobody wants to start a war with any country their friends live in. In
this way, I believe that the most basic thing we young people can do right now to
prevent or eliminate war is to make friends with individuals in various countries
and deepen mutual understanding.

You may think that it is very difficult to make friends with people in many
countries. But as we live in an Internet society, we can connect with people outside
Japan through social media without going overseas. In doing so, it is important to
learn foreign languages, especially English. I want to study English very hard,
meet as many people in the world as I can, and contribute to the realization of a
world with no war.

August.2017

Kokt Yoshimoto
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Th!7‘0\; anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

What is necessary to stop war, make peace and fill the world with

smiles? I think we need courage and kindness to create such a world.
I learned about Dr. Marcel Junod at school. He was a medical doctor

from Switzerland. When he learned that an atomic bomb was dropped
in Hiroshima, he rushed to the GHQ to persuade them to send relief
supplies like medicine and food to Hiroshima. He had the courage to
carry out his belief that he should help victims whether they are
friends or enemies. And he transformed his courage into action.

Now, we have a serious social problem, “bullying”. “Die.” “I'll kill you.”
I often hear these words, but such words should never be used casually.
Words can become weapons to hurt people badly. I think it’s important
to talk to people with a warm heart. I believe kindness can cause you
to have courage. And if everyone has even a little courage, we will
become a great power that will stop bullying. I promise to take
responsibility for my own words. And when I see someone having
difficulty, I will listen to their feelings.

Changing courage into action and being kind to people in difficulty
will lead to small but strong steps toward a peaceful world. I believe
we should all think more about courage and kindness.

August.2017

Matsumoto Misaki
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Tﬁ anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

What is peace for you?

Peace is to be considerate of others. I think consideration means to
help and support each other.

I have played soccer for more than ten years. I have a lot of
experience to feel consideration. My teammates praise my good play,
and they also encourage me when I make mistakes.

For example, when I missed the goal while going one-on-one with the
goalkeeper, 1 felt disappointed. At that time, my teammates said
“Don’t worry”. Every time I lose my confidence, they always help me
again and again. I say “Don’t worry” to my teammates when they make
mistakes. When you have such experiences you won’t get down.
Therefore first of all, I want to treat my words and actions with
consideration and spread them to others.

I think when such acts of compassion spread to others, they grow
bigger, and peace can be achieved in the world. Why not spend a life
filled with consideration and compassion every day?

I wish that all the people in the world will be considerate of others.

Let’s create a peaceful world as soon as possible where each one of
us can be considerate and compassionate.

August.2017

Shimizu [buki
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

Messages to connect to the future

”Let’s make a peaceful world without nuclear weapons.” This is what
everyone says. I used to say that, too. But I found that some people say,
“Possession of nuclear weapons helps us keep the world peaceful.”
That means they are afraid of being ruined because of the use of
nuclear weapons to others in war. At first I thought so, too. The world
knew the horror of the weapons when atomic bombs were dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki about seventy years ago. I thought we can
live peacefully because the countries that have nuclear weapons
haven’t used them.

But I oppose that opinion.

Let’s say you are on a diet. If delicious-looking sweets are in front of
you, what will you do? I will forget my diet while I am eating delicious
sweets. I want to say that this is the same is true for the use of nuclear
weapons. If the countries that have nukes is about to fall in a crisis,
they might use nuclear weapons by losing self-control. No one knows
what will happen in the future. From now on there is no assurance that
nuclear states won’t use nuclear weapons but just possess them.

The problems related to nuclear weapons are very complicated.
However, there are something we can do about it. For example, the
efforts of conveying what happened on August 6th in Hiroshima to
future generations should be continued. Therefore I wish to learn many

things for that.
August.2017

Megumi Tamoto
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

In order to make the world peaceful, I think it is important to change
something small around us more than changing something big. For
that, it is important for us to build good relations in which we can tell
honest feelings each other. I have an experience that I have forced my
feelings on my friend when I told my friend about her behavior I didn’t
like instead of trying to make her understand what made me think so.
But it just hurt my friend. The words can hurt others even though we
don’t mean to. That is why it is necessary for us to consider others and
try to understand each other when we convey our honest feelings.

I think the same is true for the relations between countries. I think
that countries all over the world are not able to convey their honest
feelings each other. It is difficult to talk face to face about problems
between countries. But we can talk online through the internet
nowadays. So if we communicate our honest feelings about problems
that need to be solved, those countries that had bad feelings each other
before will be able to have better relationships. Therefore conveying
our honest feelings is necessary to make more peaceful world not only
for our near affairs. It is not easy. So I want to take time carefully to
spread this idea to all over the world. If people around the world can
make small changes, it can add up to something bigger. I want to
change the world towards the peace.

August.2017

Haruka Hotta
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Th!7‘0\; anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshimé 's Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Seventy-two years ago on August 6, a single bomb was dropped, which
took 140,000 lives in one year. There are still many people who suffer from
this experience.

I was frightened when I learned about nuclear weapons in my English
class and found that there are about 15,000 nuclear weapons around the
world today.

I wondered why nuclear weapons were made in the first place.

It all started during World War II. American scientists thought that the
Nazis were starting to develop an atomic bomb and got scared. So they made
the atomic bomb.

When I was in my early elementary school days, I was home alone at night,
and it was very dark. Suddenly I heard a large sound from downstairs.
Without thinking, I grabbed a 30 centimeter ruler to defend myself. Just like
I was trying to protect myself from an unknown threat, so too was the U.S.A.
when it made the atomic bomb. But in the end both of us were trying to
protect ourselves from something that didn’t exist.

Just as I had nothing to be afraid of, countries around the world shouldn’t
have to be afraid of other countries and hold weapons such as nuclear
weapons. If all the countries around the world got rid of their nuclear
weapons, none of the countries would have to be afraid and the world would
be more peaceful.

I want to learn more about Hiroshima and the atomic bomb so that I can
escort people who have never been to Hiroshima around the “Peace Park”
and “Peace Memorial Museum”.

And I want to tell you that nuclear weapons are not needed for a peaceful

world.
August.2017

James Weber
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

I have two people in me. One is the granddaughter of a hibakusha,
and the other is the granddaughter of an American soldier. Sometimes
hearing about the war makes me nervous. I have met a Japanese
person who says he can’t forgive America for the atomic bomb. On the
other hand, I have also seen an American who says that using the
atomic bomb was necessary. So I feel that both sides might feel anger
toward me.

Fighting happens when people take sides and stop trying to
understand each other. People are all different, so we have to respect
those differences. My grandfather happened to meet a former enemy
whom he fought on the front line during the Vietham War, and they
had a friendly chat over tea. I think this is because they respected each
other’s differences. Making peace needs respect, trust, and attention to
other people, both people near us and those who are far away.

I was born because people around me rejected the idea of animosity,
and respected the differences between two countries that once fought
each other. I think this 1s similar to the feeling of trying to understand
a person you are arguing with by understanding the person’s
unpleasant point as a difference, and not a fault. I'm just an ordinary
14-year-old girl, but I think I can try to understand others and accept
differences. If everyone starts doing this, I believe the world will be
more peaceful, and a much better place.

August.2017

Ema Mangham-Kurisu
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