Tﬁ anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Seventy three years ago, one atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima
City. The bomb flashed and Hiroshima was wrapped in heat. Then,
the whole city was completely destroyed by the flames.

We lost many important people. The atomic bomb gave many people
unnecessary tears and damaged many hearts and souls.

If we want to stop these things, we must make the world a peaceful
place.

In order to do that, I think that it is important for all of us to learn
about the misery and horrors that come from the use of atomic
weapons, and then sharing that knowledge with future generations.
It will stop us from having any more terrible wars.

I think that it is important, not only to stop all wars, but to bring
smiles to many people and make the world a more peaceful place.
People’s lives and spirits are ended by the use of atomic weapons.
We must not have such weapons on this Earth.

Thank you for listening.

August.2018

Sonjo Honami
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Thg(g anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Do you think that peace would come if something disappeared like a conflict
or a nuclear weapon? | think that we need not only to eliminate war but also to
take positive action. It’s important for us not only to stop bullying but also to try
to be friendly and understand our feelings in school life.

My school has a song, “Our Wish-Negai” sung about peace. This song was
finished by our seniors. One impressive passage in the song says. “If missiles
and bombs were not being dropped but books and notebooks” I think this means
that learning is important.

Many children around the world don’t have enough textbooks, schools, nor
teachers to learn. They cannot prepare a good environment for learning under
the circumstances of poverty and fear. They can’t realize why conflict and
terrorism are bad. So, | hope to widen my views by studying and learning a lot
every day. | should think deeply before making any actions. This is my wish.

The song “Negai” says at the end.

“Until our wish comes true we shall be fighting. And we should be marching
for everyone in this world.”

August. 2018

Sekida Jurt
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Now is the time to take action.

I think the world will become peaceful.

Today, The number of nuclear weapons in the world are
decreasing. How many people who saw the war and the
conflict are in Japan?

But now, there are many war around the world and a lot
of people are dying.I think that is because there is a
difference 1n our feelings towards peace. To become peaceful,
I think we must unite with each other.

So, how do you think that we must unite?

I interviewed many foreigners at the peace memorial park.
I asked the foreigners one question. “ What makes you
happy?”

Most answered family and nature. If the war starts now,
what do you think? You may lose family and nature.

Does that make you happy? I don’t think it 1s a happy
thing for people in the world.

We must try to take action.

August. 2018

Miyanaga Kanta
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Thgo\# anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

What i1s “peace”? I think “peace” is the time when there is
no war anywhere in the world. But the world isn’t peaceful
at present. Somewhere in the world, war is presently taking
place. Many countries possess nuclear bombs now. And
presently, more and more countries are developing nuclear
weapons. Everyone knows war is so cruel, in spite of that
war still occurs. First opposition happens because of
difference in views, and then one side tries to settle it by
force. So consequently war happens.

It 1s difficult to prevent conflict, but I believe it is not
1mpossible.

Then how can we prevent conflict? = How can I prevent
conflict? Even if my friend and I have difference in opinion,
I would never fight with him. I would talk with him, because
I want him to understand me, and I also want to understand
his thoughts. I don’t want to ignore our differences. I want
to compromise.

Understanding each other is the only solution, and talking
with each other 1s the first step.

August, 2018

Tsukide Hayato
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The'70th anniversary of the atomic bombing

Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

I watched the Malala UN speech video. She was awarded the
“Nobel Peace Prize” in 2014, and said “I speak-not for myself, but for
all girls and boys.” When I heard her speech, I felt how important it
1s to stand up for my beliefs. Also, I saw many people standing up
and giving her a big round of applause. It shows me that we have the
same values.

Now, there are some disputes in the world. It means this world
1sn’t peaceful. Certainly, making a peaceful world isn’t easy, but I
think we can achieve it if everyone, one by one, has an honest heart
and cares for people. It is difficult to have an honest heart. However,
by having an honest heart, we say important words like “Thank you”
or “Sorry” naturally, and some conflicts will disappear. I think if we
can be truthful with one another, we can have kind hearts, and we
can care for each other. I always keep that in mind. From now on, I
want to make “A peaceful world” by having an honest heart and being
kind to everyone.

August.2018

Marukawa Yu
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Tﬁ anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Many people say, “ Let’s pray for world peace.” However,
will the world peace really come only by doing it ? Why did
the war happen in the first place ? It is because people were
not able to understand each other , or they were not going to
be understood. So everyone must understand and cooperate
each other. After 70 years Hiroshima has become a
peaceful town full of life now because many people
cooperated. It means that we must take good care of friends
who live together. We can do it. Your courage and smile can
help someone. Let’s make a world without loneliness
together. It will lead to a more peaceful world.

August.2018

Takeda Sakura
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& anniversary of the atomic bombing

Y
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ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Sometimes I wonder, “Is it possible to end all wars taking
place today all around the world?” Wouldn’t it be wonderful
if all the fights, anger, misunderstandings, and hate
vanished in a swoosh of a magic wand? Unfortunately I don’t
have a magic wand in my hand. However, I do have
something better in my heart, love.

“World Peace” is a big goal, but I believe that if all the
people around the world take action with love, “World Peace”
won't be just a dream. If we can become compassionate
toward one another, we can reduce the conflict caused in our
world.

The most important thing is to seek peace in our world, and
believe that there will be a day when there is peace in every
country. Each of us has love in our hearts.

Let’s take action!

August, 2018

Nakata CoCo
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Do you know there are people who are making paper crane
accessories for peace? Accessories are things that are
familiar to us. We can tell people the message for peace
through them. So thinking about the peace is not a difficult
far away thing for use to recognize.

Seventy-two years have passed since an atomic bomb has
dropped. So the opportunities that we can hear from the
atomic bomb survivors about the tragedy of the atomic bomb
are decreasing. The young people who live in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki must tell how scary the atomic bomb was to people
all over the world and people in the future.

We can use SNS as a means to send messages about peace.
Anyone can use SNS easily now. We can tell a lot of people
about the tragedy of the atomic bomb through SNS.

Thinking about peace is always near to us. Let’s start from
the small things and realize the real world peace.

August.2018

Oda Kanna
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

What kind of world is a peaceful world? Even if there are
as many answers as there are people in the world, everybody
hopes for a peaceful world without wars. However wars
happen around the world, why?

I think that 1s because there are different cultures, customs,
and opinions around the world.

We can’t understand other people perfectly. What will
happen if we push our own thoughts on to others? It is clear,
some troubles will occur. The same thing will happen
between countries. Maybe a war will start. So we have to
talk and accept each other to stop disputes and opposition.
Now, I have friends who have various opinions. I am trying
to improve my ability to keep an open mind to understand
each other and talk with my friends. Shall we make small
peace by respecting our friends?

August.2018

Shimoji Yoshiaki
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

My Message for Peace

I think that everyone has thought about peace. I thought a
peaceful world was one without war. On my school trip, I
went to the Ethiopian consulate. I learned that in
Ethiopia, there is a divide between people living in the city
and people living in the countryside. So much so, that when
there 1s war, people in the city don’t know until it is over. 1
think that even if there was no war in Ethiopia, there still
would not be peace.

I can talk about peace, but many people in the world can’t.

I want to be a person who can understand others’ pain, and
change their situations. I will study English and tell
everyone my message for peace. I will listen to others’ ideas.
Everyone, please listen to the people of the world. Even if it
1s a small action, you can change the world little by little.

August.2018

Morioka Ami
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Th!;(# anniversary of the atomic bombing
Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

About 70 years ago, the world was at war.

At the same time, my great-grandfather and great-
grandmother lived in Kure. He was making the Battleship
Yamato. On the morning of August 6th, apparently the
Mushroom cloud could be seen from Kure.

Because I live in Hiroshima, I was able to learn about peace
at school. I had the opportunity to listen to such experiences.
But now it seems that more Japanese people don’t know the
facts of the atomic bomb. I think that this is not good. In
order for the facts of the atomic to not fade away, I would
like many people around the world to steadily visit
Hiroshima. I want them to visit the Atomic Bomb Dome, go
to the museum, and I want them to see it with their own
eyes. We young people who do not know about the war
should listen to the story, listen to the truth, and tell it to
our descendants. I think this is an important role to play for
the people living in the present.

For me, peace 1s to spend with my family and my friends. Do
you also have any important people in your life? It is the
atomic bomb that instantly took away the happiness which
we could spend with family, friends, and other important
people. In order for no one to feel such sad feelings, let’s all
wish for peace.

August.2018

Agaki Motomi
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Th!7‘0\; anniversary of the atomic bombing
ommemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

Even today, many countries are still of war.
I know very little about such countries. I can’t believe a friend might
be killed in front of me; I can’t imagine being killed by someone.
Every day I enjoy my life with my friends and family surrounded by
beautiful nature. To not needed people in a war, perhaps my everyday
life sounds like a dream.
I hope people all over the world can enjoy a peaceful life like we do.
To make such a world, the most important thing is respectful
communication. However, good communication is very difficult. Many
overseas people visiting the Peace Park have said the same opinion.
It 1s easy to understand each other when people have the same values
and opinion, but it is difficult to understand not needed others when
people don’t have the same opinion.
At one time, I too couldn’t accept the different opinion of another
person. In such a case, we had a hard time and couldn’t make friends
with each other. I want to talk with people from every country with a
smile. I want to talk with people with every point of view with a
smile.
And someday, I want to be a person who can communicate all over
the world.
I think respectful communication is the first step to peace.

August.2018

Namba Natsumi
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

First what 1s peace?

Is it about giving money to others? Is it about not having
weapons?

I think it 1s thinking about others even when you're having
a hard time in your life.

When my friends are having a hard time in their lives, I try
to listen to their problems, even when I can't do anything
about 1t. I talk about my problems no comma needed too.

When they listen carefully it makes me feel comfortable and
at peace.

“We are not alone.”

Heartfelt communication between people is the first step for
world peace.

That's what I think.

It's important to listen to others and it's also important to
talk about yourself.

I hope one day, the following words will lead the world to a
place where everyone will look forward to tomorrow.

August.2018

Kitazono Kanon
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

When I became a junior high school student, I moved to

Hiroshima. I had lived in Tochigi until then, so I didn’t feel
connected to the atomic bombs or the war. I started to think
more about peace in the wake of President Obama’s visit to
Hiroshima that same year. One day, I heard from my father
that my grandfather was involved in a war in Southeast
Asia. He seemed to feel terrible in the severe environment.
After that, my grandfather grew hibiscus like he saw in
Southeast Asia . Whenever my father sees them, he wants
the world to become a peaceful place.
Now, I live in Hiroshima and can learn deeply about peace.
So, we need to understand it, and share it with more people.
When I see hibiscus someday, I want to feel happiness, not
sadness about wars.

August.2018

Matsubara Kirara
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Th!ﬁ} anniversary of the atomic bombing
Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

“There 1s no path to peace. Peace is the path.”

These words were said by Gandhi, who was an Indian
philosopher. When I first heard these words, I couldn’t
understand the meaning well. But I came to realize the
meaning as I learned about peace. I think these words show
how to find the way of peace depends on us. I would like to
share my thoughts on peace with people inside and outside of
the country, connect the path to the rest of the world, and
broaden it so that many people can walk.

In order to achieve this, we should be given a chance for
expression, we should be allowed to express our thoughts,
and we should share the path of peace with people all over
the world. I would like to enrich the path of peace and walk
with you all.

August.2018

Nabekura Ami
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Th!;(# anniversary of the atomic bombing
Cémmemorative projects

Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

What do you think peace 1s? What are you doing when you
feel peaceful? There will be many different answers to this,
but almost all people will agree with the opinion that
nothing is more important than peace.

When I actually asked these questions to some people, 1
used to doubt whether ordinary junior high school students
like me could do something useful for world peace.

However, through my experience, I think that is possible.
One of the things I can do 1s to continue to convey the
damage and fear of the atomic bomb in Hiroshima. This is
because the number of people who experienced the bombing
1s decreasing and I am worried that the memory of it may
also fade.

We often tend to forget sadness. Also, sometimes it 1s better
to forget them. However, August 6th 1s different. It 1s special
and important for us as the citizens of the Earth. We must
not allow our memories of the day that unfeeling nuclear
weapons took the lives of over one hundred thousand people
full of emotions.

For that reason, cooperation from people all over the world
1s needed. I really think that just praying is not enough.
Let's take action to make a peaceful world!

August. 2018

Miyamoto Kazutaka
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