Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I Our Missions J

78 years ago, a bomb was dropped on Naka ward in Hiroshima where I live. It was
an atomic bomb. It changed everything. Numerous people lost their lives, bright smiles
and futures were forcibly taken and memories were lost. All that remained was ash
and rubble. I believe that war is just not needed in our world anymore. I think that
there are two things we must do in order to preserve peace and spread smiles around
the globe.

The first is to “convey our story”. In Hiroshima, there are many chances to learn
about peace, starting from elementary school. When I was in the first grade of
elementary school, I learned for the first time that many people were severely
victimized by the war. I also found out that children who were the same age as me
were harmed. The pain I felt in my heart was unbearable. In addition, we had the
privilege to hear valuable stories from atomic bomb survivors who are known as
Hibakusha. The war was awful. It left a lot of people scarred. Only shadows on stone
steps and charred lunch boxes remained behind. When I first heard such stories, I
thought that the damage was much more severe than what I'd imagined. Now, in an
aging society, only a handful of Hibakusha remain. So, it is important that the youth
who have learned about the war and its tragedy should convey this message to the
future generations in order not to repeat the same mistakes. We need to let more
people know about this. These stories need to be conveyed to the future generations.

The second is to “recognize and accept individuality”. People don’t usually accept
others’ beliefs and views easily, and this leads to conflict. Therefore, it is important to
have a broad perspective and to be open minded. Actually, I've felt that way myself.
When giving my opinions in a group, my idea became much better after hearing the
other members’ opinions and feedback. It wouldn’t have improved if I only used my
own opinion. Instead of insisting on only your own views, it is important to understand
other people to learn from it, be considerate, cherish yourself and others, accept that
everyone is different, and cooperate with everyone.

Our missions are to accept the facts of the past, learn from them and pass on what
we know to the coming generations. We also need to recognize individuality, to be
considerate, and cherish ourselves and others. Let’s try to accomplish these two
missions and walk hand in hand towards a world without war.

August.2023

Shinno Yui
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peaceful World

o [13

First of all, imagine “A world without war”, “a world where everyone is accepted
regardless of nationality or race, and where they can live happily”, “a world where
everyone can achieve their dreams and demonstrate their strengths”. Does the current
world fit into any of these?

Screams can be heard here and there in the world because of conflicts such as
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Hiroshima, 78 years ago was turned into hell in an
instant by a single atomic bomb. A lot of people suffered, some had pieces of glass stuck
in them, and others cried to their families for help and for a sip of water. I live in an
area about three kilometers away from the hypocenter. When I think about the
situation at that time, I feel horrified. What is war for? Is there any merit in a war in
which many things are lost? To make our world peaceful, there are two things we can
do to convey the importance of peace and live our lives with peace in our hearts.

First, the meaning of “conveying” is to give people in the world and the future
generations an opportunity to think about what is happening in the world. If we pass
on what we have learned, I think that people who think about peace will connect with
each other. In fact, if my teacher hadn’t told me about Hiroshima, I wouldn’t think
about peace at all now.

Second, “living our lives with peace in our hearts” means that we value the people
around us. I think it can be practiced in our daily lives such as at home and school by
recognizing and accepting each other. I myself have the experience of avoiding
confrontation and I noticed the goodness of other people’s opinions by thinking from
their perspective, even when my opinion is completely different from theirs. When this
kind of peace accumulates, a sense of compassion spreads and conflicts do not arise. I
think it brings us closer to a peaceful world.

We may not have the power to change the world individually, but we can surely
accomplish it hand in hand. Finally, imagine what peaceful world you want. I'm sure
that it will come true someday. Let’s keep believing, keep wishing, and keep working
together towards a peaceful world. I believe that living our lives with peace in our
hearts will become a big power to attain world peace.

August.2023

Maruyama Haruka
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To end the war

How do you think about war?

Now, Russia and Ukraine are at war. When the war began, I was very sad when
I saw the news on TV that many people were forced to live in hiding underground
to escape the bombing. Because although we live in the same era. Ukrainian
people, unlike us, can't act freely and have to live in fear of not knowing when they
will be killed.

And the victims of this war are not only soldiers, but also innocent civilians. It
doesn't matter children or adults. But both countries say they are righteous. I
believe that there is no justice in this war that used force. Because war only brings
tragedy.

I believe that if we can accept each other's differences, have the imagination to
1magine ourselves being in the other's position, and have tenacious discussions, we
may be able to eliminate war. And

I hope that Russia and Ukraine will listen each others’s opinions before making
their own claims, hold through discussions, and end the war as soon as possible.

I don't know the true horrors of war. But I know we shouldn't go to the war, and
I have heard from a bombed person about the tragedy of Hiroshima caused by the
dropping of the atomic bomb, and know the suffering that continues to this day.
She said “Immediately after the atomic bomb was dropped, people who were
groaning and screaming were everywhere asking for help. I also wanted to be
saved, so I shook off the hands of people asking for help and ran away. Even now,
the scene is burned into my eyes and I am traumatized. “As a bombed country,
Japanese can keep talking about the tragedy caused by war to those who want war.

I believe it 1s important that people all over the world have a rich imagination
and continue to strive for a peaceful world. Aiming to realize a peaceful world, I
study various things such as language and history in oder to know and understand
other countries. And I would like to communicate with people from other countries
and deepen their understanding.

August.2023

Tomizuka Taiki
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For our peaceful world

I have been a member of a local singing group since I was seven, and I attended the Peace
Memorial Ceremony this morning. Did you enjoy the song that we sang at the Ceremony? I would
like to introduce a part of the lyrics of the song, titled “Hiroshima Peace Song.”

Where the fresh shimmering winds blow, To the ends of Japan and to our friends overseas,
Echo on our fervent will, In the sound of Bell of Peace,

For now we extend our hands, And sing of harmony here

The Hiroshima Peace Song was composed as an expression of the will to make Hiroshima a
cornerstone for world peace. I have the same feeling about it. Ukraine’s invasion has continued
for more than 500 days since February 24, 2022. Some countries support Ukraine while other
counties support Russia. The support they provide in form of arms only deepens the dispute
between the two countries. To resolve this peacefully, I believe the global community should unite
and make diplomatic efforts. We have to set up a negotiation table with Russia and then strive for
settlement through dialogue.

Invasion deprives lives and increases hatred and grief. It destroys our happy lives. Children in
Hiroshima have been studying the tragedy of war and the atomic bomb. The empire of Japan has
committed its fair share of mistakes. The Ukraine invasion has affected our daily lives such as the
increased prices all over the world. This proves that we are all in the same boat. We are a group
sharing a common destiny. As fellow humans, we need to set out to solve a problem by teaming up
and transcending borders, nations, ages, gender, religion, status, roles, region and cultural
differences. They say the “youth are the future.” We should play the important role in the
discussion about the peace project, we are here to appeal to the necessity of solidarity from
Hiroshima which is a city affected by war and conflict. I desire to enter a profession that can
contribute to world peace in the future. To make my dream come true, I hope to learn more about
international affairs, have my own opinion and exchange those with the people around me across
the ocean. Also, I am going to study abroad next year, and I want to learn about the cultural
differences and how foreign countries are trying to realize a truly peaceful international
community. Let’s do our best for the world peace together!

August 2023

Fuse Chihiro
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Pass on the importance of peace

On August 6, 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped on the town of
Hiroshima. Many people burned to death, and the calm daily life was
lost in an instant.

Now that 78 years have passed since that horrible day, what can I do?
I want to convey the misery of war to the world in my own words based on
the testimony of the survivors. The number of people who endured the
bombing is also decreasing year by year due to the aging population.
Also, the war is still on going in Russia and Ukraine. That's why we
should think about the importance of peace and to never repeat those
mistakes. I think that by understanding their experiences, and
promoting the misery of war, then future generations can understand the
1mportance of peace.

It's hard to do this alone, but if everyone unites to convey the misery of
the war, the wish for peace can spread all over the world. As a junior
high school student in Hiroshima, I want to pass on the terrible
devastation of that war to future generations for the purpose of creating a
"peaceful future".

August.2023

V. Nakayama Kanae
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The First Steps For Peace

People say that peace is important, but do you know what we should do? Now,
this world 1s getting further away from peace. This is because there are many
issues such as global warming, starvation, poverty and wars. This time, I'd like to
talk about wars, as a person living in Hiroshima.

78 years ago, one atomic bomb changed Hiroshima in a moment. The city was
filled with ruins and the dead. The atomic bomb gave survivors' mind injuries
which haven’t been cured yet, even now. At present, a similar thing is threatening
Ukraine, too. Then what can we do to realize peace? I am a peace-messenger, but I
don't know how to realize peace to be honest. It is too difficult for me. Actually,
when I asked people in Peace Park how we can realize peace, they couldn't answer
soon, too. However, they all answered that “Understanding others is important to
realize peace”, or nearly the same thing after a while.

There’s a thing I noticed from this interview. I found out that their little
approach to achieve peace is made by thinking of the solution by themselves. In
other words, they took a step toward peace! I tried to find the way to realize peace
while I was writing these sentences, but I gave up doing it eventually because it
was too difficult. Now I think “first steps” are more important rather than trying
to know how to realize peace, at first. The "first steps" are knowing current issues,
and thinking of the solution over like the people I interviewed in Peace Park.
Nothing starts if you don't know the situation around you. Also, nothing will
change if you don’t think of anything. After the “first steps”, I hope you take action.
It would be nice to donate money to support groups and to participate in a volunteer
activity. The other day, when I checked out a site which explains society problems
and what we can do for them, on the Internet. I measured how long it takes to read
it. As a result, it took just only 6 minutes and 59 seconds to finish reading it. So,
we can take a first step for peace in such a short time! I hope that these statements
will give you any effect.

August.2023

Yamashiroya Yohei
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For the future |

What do you think about peace? There will be many things, such as no
war and unnecessary loss of life, and everyone can live happily. But now
Ukraine and Russia are at war. A lot of lives have been lost. From the
news I know that young people around the age of 20 who were conscripted
to join a war have lost their lives, so I thought it was very cruel. It is not
peaceful.

I came to Japan form China at the age of 11. When I was in China, I
studied a lot about peace. The words that still remain in my head are
“creating peace, expanding peace and protecting peace”. Since World War
IT, these words have been used as a main theme and people believe the
concept of peace in their hearts.

I'm happy to be born in a word without war. We can eat delicious food
and play with our friends. But what is obvious for us is that children born
in the time of war cannot do it. I knew that Japan was a country where an
atomic bomb was dropped and when I saw the sight at the Hiroshima
Peace Museum, I thought I had to aim to eliminate war. In order to be able
to do this, my power alone is not enough. We all have to work together.
And let’s get along, enjoy and live well.

We only have one life. We only live once. A lot of things are waiting in the
future. Let’s just cherish our one life.

August.2023

, ‘ Kyo Hiroken
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Asmall and big step .

What do you think is the opposite of justice? Is it evil?

There 1s no absolute evil in the world. Everyone has good and bad
points, and everyone is gray, not white or black.

The opposite of justice is another justice.

So, what 1s the opposite of peace? I think it's violence.

There are three types of violence: direct violence, structural violence,
and cultural violence.

Symmetrically, there are direct peace, structural peace, and cultural
peace. Cultural violence is the most formidable challenge of the three.

This is because culture differs according to the region in which we are
born, and it is a value system that is tied to our thinking from the moment
we are born.

For example, in Japan, there was a stereotype that men work and
women do housework and childcare. This led to discrimination and
hindrance to one's ideal daily life, as it was taken for granted that men
were physically strong and women could cook. I think that these cultural
1ssues are present in every country, although the details may vary.

But it is our role to create peace on behalf of those who sacrificed their
lives for this and other issues. Still, I think it is almost impossible to solve
all three issues at once.

Therefore, together with us, let us think about what peace means to
us, interact with many people regardless of their nationality, and
recognize each other. It’s not difficult. That is what we can do now, and it
will be a small, but significant step toward peace.

August.2023

N Egucht Mira
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A step to change the future J

The other day I asked a foreign visitor to Peace Park this question.

What does peace mean to you?

When asked this question, most people answered that it was the absence of
war. One of the reasons I considered this question is because I believe that
different places and cultures in which we have lived will have different
definitions of peace. For example, those of us who grew up in Hiroshima might
answer, "Eliminate the atomic bomb. Surprisingly, however, I was surprised to
find that many people said it was the absence of war.

So, why can't we eliminate war when so many people think the same way? I
think there are enough opportunities to interact about war and peace. When I
was walking through Peace Park to ask questions to people from overseas, I did
not meet anyone from countries that Japan had colonized in the past. Because
of this, if you were to ask me if I could talk about peace with someone from a
country that has done terrible things to me in the past, I might answer that it
would be difficult. One of the stories

I heard from an A-bomb survivor was this.

Hating America will not bring my sister back. You can't change the past.

I thought that was certainly true. Even if we hold a grudge, we cannot
pretend that the terrible things Japan did to its colonial countries and the
atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki did not happen. Those who
have died have not returned. So, I think it is important that what we can do
now 1is to take action to change the future that we can change. But it is not easy.
So, I will consider the peace I can create. The peace I can create is something I
can do right now, such as making the friends and family I spend time with laugh.
Take care of your family and friends. Please try to do something like this, and
try to do something that you can do, too. I believe that this action is a step
toward changing the future.

August.2023

Y Nagamine Kaho
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To Make Everyone Aware ]

Do you know when the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima?

I asked this question in Kyoto when I went on a school trip. We did it
to check people's attitude toward peace. I guessed they would know the
date, but they didn't know the time. However, they didn't know both date
and time. I was surprised and sad to know this fact.

I am against war. There are still some countries at war in the world.
Why do they make war? Why do they kill people with weapons? I can't
understand why they are so particular about winning or losing.

I thought why by myself. I thought "They don't know and notice." They
don't know war is strange. They don't notice about happiness in our daily
life.

What do you think about happiness around us? Is it to hate others? Is
it to wish evil to others? Give it some serious thought. It is to exchange
greetings with a smile. It is to have meals and go to school every day
without worry. It is to smile with a precious person. It is to live now.

However, if people make war, they can't notice the fact because they
feel indescribable anxiety and become extremely aggressive. War steals
homes and deprives people of a life. Also, it breaks their hearts.

I hope there will be no war. I'm sure we must know more about it to
make my dream come true. I didn't know all events happening all over the
world and what people in Japan did to other countries. So, I must research
them. People outside Hiroshima and Nagasaki don't know when the
atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. We must tell them
about it. I want the whole world to know about war. Then I want them to
notice happiness in our daily life. There is much happiness around us. If
we know more about this fact, there will be no war. I am sure if everyone
understands that war 1s cruel, we will make them more aware.

August.2023

Kondo Momoko
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I Live at the forefront

When I was 7 years old, I asked about atomic bomb to my great
grandmother. But she didn’t say anything. After that day, other people
sald she was nursing atomic bomb victims. I realized as a child that war
1s hard even if she didn’t suffer direct damage.

The non-necessity for war is obvious from her voiceless voice.

Then, why doesn’t war end? I think people who start a war and people
who agree with them can’t afford. Even if they are attacked by other
countries, they can’t afford to deal with them, so they won’t throw away
any weapons. They can’t afford the place and emotions, so they attack the
territory of other countries. In short, I think if everyone can afford it, there
will be no war.

But war 1s not that simple, and we don’t even know if it will end.

Will there really be no war?

I actually had the opportunity to ask this question to foreigners, but no
one answered “Yes”.

I want to aim for such a world where everyone can answer “Yes” to this
question. I want you all to think, talk, and change our future together.

It is us who live at the forefront of the times that can change the future.

August.2023

e Umezu Misato
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

|TWhat I can do for a world free of nuclear weapons and War.ll

At 8:15am, on August 6th, 1945, for the first time in human history, an atomic
bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. About 140,000 people, including people of various
nationalities, were indiscriminately burned, and killed. Since then, the victims
have suffered from the aftereffects of radiation, keloid, and the risk of developing
diseases such as leukemia.

I was born and raised in Hiroshima, and I have been learning the inhumane
effects of nuclear weapons are even more powerful and destructive. I strongly
believe that nuclear weapons should never be used again to protect our precious
lives.

What I can do to do that is to take responsibility and continue to tell the world
the terrible reality that happened in Hiroshima.

And we need to continue our efforts to understand each other's country's history
and build friendly relations. Although individuals maybe small, I believe that such
a way of thinking will be the first step towards a peaceful world where they do not
use force.

Russia is now continuing its invasion of Ukraine, and a large amount of
greenhouse gases are being emitted because of the military offensive. War is the
worst thing that not only kills people, but also destroys the environment.

We are now working together around the world on [SDGs].

In particular, goal 16 [PEACE, JUSTICE, AND STRONG INSTITUTIONS]
must be realized.

Unfortunately, I feel that the world situations are becoming unstable, but I hope
that as many people as possible will accept the misery of nuclear weapons
transmitted from Hiroshima. I heard many schools overseas are learning about
nuclear weapons and peace for field work. I want foreigners to think even just a
little bit about peace from that learning. And I want it to be a world where everyone
can laugh and live in peace with their loved ones. I want to continue to improve my
English skills and contribute to bringing this kind of world closer to realization.

August.2023

Kawaguchi Ayaha
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Start with the small action

Do you think the current times are peaceful? We sometimes talk about
peace in our daily conversations. It's nice to be in an environment where
we can think about peace. I think it would be wonderful if we could talk
about peace all over the world. But I don’t think the world is at peace right
NOW.

So, 1s there anything we can do? It's very difficult to prevent wars, but
I believe that there are many lives that can be saved by spending a little
time each day. And I believe that helping even a little bit can lead to
preventing wars. In my own experience, I have seen some people who were
pleading about atomic bombing and the future, but most people don't.

I want many people to know what is happening in the world. It's OK to
watch the news and tell correct information to others. But I don't want
them to think that it has nothing to do with them. I want them to have an
interest in the facts around the world, and have their own opinions. If it
1s possible, I want them to take action even if it is a small thing. For
example, collecting money and spending time while smiling. If all the
people in the world did one small action, then peace would spread across
the entire planet. So, I want you all to do something small with me,
starting today!

August.2023

oL Shibata Fuka

LAY



JKEDHLEDO RO N 2 ~DFFI A T—

[ /hEARZ bt Xd ]

HIRTZNZE S TEREITATTEMN? ST, 5O EEEZEENET 2 B
W ORFEOR TERMIZRALEETZEIHY T, FEEE X239 REIT 3240y
ZETY, AR TERMIERNEGELE A TR EEWNEEALN 2 L L, FUTITES
OMFUTERZ LT EZ FH A,

ZIZ T, AT HIZTEDZEEH IO TLEIN 2 G2 ZET T I<HEH LW T T
2, DLOH %2 DEBILTICE> TRADMNTKEABHERNET, LT, Al
A Z LT L TH DR AL W E T, FLOSERER T 05, LLF], JFIBESINNDD
RHKIZOWTEFAD T NWEDTT N, §ES B2 COEFATLE, 2hE TR
XTI ST,

FTIIDLTHEVWNDO T, BRE A EL TRLWEREWE T =a— A& /720 JEH
DDOBEREARZDHZETHWNNDTT, i NFE BT, R TEZ > THAHEZEIZE L
ZRD . FHUCOWTH DB Z > THRLWTT, ZL T, TXIUE, Bl TED
INSIRZ LB FATIZE L TRRLWT T, BIZIE, BRI 528 Td, HL 2t
RON=ZD 1 OFTO/NSITENZ R0, Rt 2HEFUTIERETLEY, 720
5.4 BMBRLE — I/ NS T B FEZTL COE R AN,

A5 (2023) 4£8 A

KH WE



Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To create peace .

About 50 countries are at war in the world now. How do you feel when
you hear this? During World war II 78 years ago, an atomic bomb was
also dropped on Hiroshima. World war II was the biggest and worst war
in human history, and it took many precious lives. But it’s not just Japan
that many people died. And even now, wars are happening all over the
world, and many people are losing their lives. I have a dream. It is to help
people who need help all over the world. In July, I did an interview with a
foreign person. The content is “Please tell me about peace and what makes
you happy for you.” That what it is. A foreign woman answered like this.
“Friendship and kindness make me peaceful. I believe that kindness will
lead to peace and happiness.” That what it is. I was also able to hear the
answer, “It 1s important to create love and respect each other.” I think
that’s exactly right for me. People can create peace by caring for each
other. For that, I learned in the interview that people all over the world
across borders need to recognize each other. We should live hard now to
become a dream and to create a peaceful world. In order to create a society
where everyone can live happily, each of us needs to have a clear idea
about peace and value the values of peace. But you can’t make peace just
by thinking. It’s important to act. That’s why I want to continue to appeal
about peace and expand the circle of people who can act in the same way.
I think that will surely lead to a reduction in the nuclear weapons in the
future. I believe that if the number of nuclear weapons decreases, the
number of people who are threatened with their lives will decrease, smile
and happiness will increase. I want to create a peace where each person
can help each other and share a smile.

August.2023

Murosaki Koharu
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The way for the peace J

What do you think a peaceful world would be like? I think every person
can trust and help each other so that we can all live in peace and happiness.
I think of three things we can do to realize a more peaceful world. I think of
three things we can all do regardless of our differences, history and race to
create a more peaceful world.

First, we should have much interest in others and, in the case of those
who are safe, try to understand them. I think you've heard the famous
words, “Opposite of love is indifference.”] think everyone knows that being
ignored affects your heart and makes you feel pain. You know well about the
person you like, right? By having interest in and knowing about others, we
can eliminate prejudice or discrimination.

Second, we should believe in each other. If everyone could do that, the
quarrels or wars would not happen. Let’s believe in others first to be trusted.

Third, we should wish for happiness of others and take action for others.
Let’s help those in need next to us. For example, if a friend is in trouble, I
will consult them, and I will buy fair trade products even if they are not
from people nearby. we mustn’t think of only ourselves.

I believe that if everyone can do these things, there will be no
discrimination or war.

Now, there are many people in the world who are suffering from conflicts
and wars. One person cannot change the world. But there are many people
who wish for peace around the world. I believe that if everyone joins forces
and acts for peace, the world will surely change.

I want to make the world peaceful together with you. I hope the world
will be peaceful.

August.2023

Masada Hinako
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[Making Friends May Lead to Peace

It was 8:15 a.m. on August 6, 1945, an atomic bomb fell on Hiroshima,
killing many people who would have bright futures of their own. This
unforgivable mistake remains forever as a fact of human beings. Even so,
Japan has formed alliances with many countries like friends.Currently,
Japan i1s not at war, but if misunderstandings lead to the use of force
again, it causes countries to kill each other, that would be terrifying,
hopeless and foolish.

Many people still think that the world isn’t peaceful yet, because some
wars in other parts of the world.

I always want to be good friends with people from various countries. I
think this is one way to eliminate war.

That’s why everyone should not give up or say, “That’s someone else’s
problem.” or “It can’t be helped.” We should make lots of friends who you
can talk to with a smile and feel at ease, regardless of the background,
age, gender, or race.

In a few more decades, there will be almost no people who have
experienced radiation exposure. However, we should never forget the
tragic past, and send a message with a desire for peace, we should turn it
into strength for love and trust, not for revenge.

August.2023

Hattanda Tomoya
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[Our action can change the world]

Do you know when the Atomic Bomb was dropped on Hiroshima? Only
29.5%o0f people in Japan could answer this question on a survey in 2015. The
result of this survey is 8% lower than the result of a previous one in 1995. 1
couldn't believe it when I heard that because I learned that many people in
other prefectures don't know the answer to the question. I think almost
everyone in Hiroshima knows that date and can answer the question. Only
Japan has experienced an Atomic Bomb, but some Japanese people are
forgetting about the war and what we experienced through the Atomic Bomb.

We need to know and tell many people about it to help make the world
peaceful. I think it is important for us to pass the memory of that war to the
next generation. If each of us can do it, we can change the ideas of people not
only in Japan, but all over the world. We don't have to do anything special or
dramatic. But it is important to take any action that we can. I sometimes
visit the Peace Museum and think about peace. Every time I visit there, I
feel war 1s very scary. I also feel once again that we must not forget the people
who are still suffering. So, I told my 7-year-old brother and my cousin in
Iwakuni how I felt. I want to keep telling my feelings to other people around
me. I was able to interview foreigners who came to the peace park about why
they came there. At that time, they replied, “I thought it was necessary” and
“to learn history” when I heard that, I thought their feelings about peace are
the same.

We have to know what happened in the past and tell our opinion to many
people. I believe we can make a peaceful world by doing that. People in the
world all have their own country, language, religion, culture and ideas how
to create a peaceful world. They are different, but their ideas about peace are
the same. Peace is important. We mustn't forget the tragedy in Hiroshima
78 years ago. We mustn't take revenge. We must tell everyone about peace,
person to person, and think about world peace together. Let’s spread this
1dea and take action in this way.

August.2023

Fujimoto Ema
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Right Justice

I think "war" is caused by the collision of each other "justice". In
response to expectations of many citizens, some countries choose the
means to obtain territories and resources in order to achieve the goal of
enriching their own country. On the other hand, some countries need to
fight against other countries to protect their own territory, resources and
people from other countries.

However, the "justice" that commits those "wars" causes many victims.
When Japan had that "justice", an atomic bomb dropped on August 6, in
1945 and we suffered many casualties in Hiroshima. The buildings
collapsed one after another, nature was destroyed and everything was lost
by a single bomb. I think that such "justice" that produces "sacrifice" is
false. Shouldn't we think about what the right justice will show us so that
everyone can live in peace with a smile?

To build a more peaceful world, I would like to exchange questions and
opinions with people close to me about whether "war" is the right justice.
Then, I want to increase the opportunities to think about what the right
justice will show.

August.2023

Kitamasu Anri
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I From Hiroshima to the World

An A-bomb survivor said, "The saddest thing is not forgetting but not
knowing."

Last February, the invasion of Ukraine began. The world reached out a
helping hand. But what about now? Have you forgotten? The tragedy
happened in Hiroshima. That should not happen again. Absolutely,
absolutely.

Communicating through English will help connect to the world. Because
it 1s one of the most important things. We need to build a peaceful society
through dialogue, not peace through force. As a junior high school student,
I could help in delivering a message of peace by learning and knowing
about 1it.

Therefore, I wish for peace and convey it here from Hiroshima to the
rest of the world.

August.2023

Miura Sawa
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A Bridge to Peace

Why is peace important? Have you ever thought about it?

At 8:15 a.m. on August 6th, in 1945. It was a bright and sunny morning without a cloud in
the sky. When people started to get ready for the day a tragedy happened. Just one atomic
bomb changed the fate of many people. A blast that spread wider and wider. The air that felt
scorched. The sadness of people that lost their family. Anxiety about the future. However,
people tried to survive even while such experiencing a tough situation.

It’s been 78 years since then. Today, Hiroshima has become a bustling city with many
tourists. Yet there are still countries that cannot live in peace. The people who live there are
still working hard. Living in peace is never a matter of course, but something we should be
grateful for. Therefore, we must cherish and maintain our life now. Then, what should we do?
Different people have different ways of thinking, but I think it’s important to see things from
a broader perspective.

First, let me consider the case of communication. There is a great connection between peace
and communication. Communication makes our lives richer, but sometimes differences in
perceptions often lead to fights and misunderstandings. Communication that takes into
account such differences in perception and cultural perspectives is called intercultural
communication. Different cultural perspectives differ not only between countries and
religions, but also age and gender. Next, I will mainly talk about stereotypes. They can cause
quarrels and misunderstandings. Stereotypes are fixed ideas, images and beliefs that are
prevalent among many people. For example, “Type O 1s generous” and “Type A is methodical”
or “Man is science” and “Woman 1is liberal arts” and so on. Why did we take hold of such an
image? It comes from the anxiety that you don’t know the other person. Both prejudice and
discrimination are actually caused by the influence of stereotypes. Perhaps, instead of
immediately judging someone you don’t know based on your own imagination, trying to look
at them from a slightly different perspective may help lead to peace.

For these reasons, I believe that it is necessary to have a broad perspective, to think in a
multifaceted and analytical way in order to live peacefully.

In the future, I want to become a doctor and save many lives. In early June, I listened about
the A-bomb experience from a teacher who inherited it. She said, “Try connecting your favorite
things and interests peacefully.” Those words left a deep impression on me. I think it’s
wonderful to aim for a peaceful world by doing what you like. Therefore, I want to gradually
realize peace in my surroundings. Would you like to join me in building a peaceful world
through what you love?

August.2023

Hatsushiba Mio
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I Fear of War |

Seventy-eight years ago, one atomic bomb changed the landscape in an
instant. At the moment of the explosion, the heat rays, radiation, and the
blast caused great damage. Some people died immediately because of
these, while others suffered from the aftereffects for a long time. Still,
there are many nuclear weapons in the world. Imagine if nuclear
weapons were launched again. I think it will cause much bigger damage
than ever before.

Many people lose their friends and family because of the war. I think
that not being able to be with our family is very painful. And people live
by supporting each other. That’s why one life can affect many people
including family, friends and work and so on. It is the same with
countries. Because even if the war happens in a different country, it will
affect our country, too.

What is peace? I asked some foreigners who were visiting the peace
park. They said peace is when we can live a regular life without war. I
think there are many different ways to achieve peace, however we are not
able to achieve peace with military power. Whether the country wins the
war or not, it is the people of the country that will have a hard time. One’s
power 1s small, but I think that if each of us wishes for peace we can get
closer to a peaceful world. And if we know about the fear of war and
understand each other I think people won’t fight. So, we must keep telling
about the fear of war. Let’s work together for peace in the world.

August.2023

Y Fujimura Natsuki
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A New Step To Happiness

The war damages and causes extreme pain to people. During the
atomic bombing in Hiroshima, people experienced countless pain. A lot of
people could not run away and were burned alive in an instant. A lot of
survivors have suffered for a long time that they wanted to help their
families, but could not help them at that time.

A lot of people were killed as well in our enemy countries. A lot of
survivors there still feel mental pain and guilty.

Was it really necessary to solve problems with military power?
Japanese people hoped Japan would win during the war, but was it really
good for us and our opponents?

I'm not sure what is right, but I'm sure it is absolutely unnecessary to
solve all problems with military power.

“I hope you all will be able to say'No.’ for wrong doings.” said one of the
people who has passed on her experience of the atomic bombing. I want to
be such a person. I want to share happiness with everyone to release the
people from pain. To accomplish it I want to start treating people with a
smile.

August.2023

Okada Mihiro
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ World Peace and SDGs ]

We have many problems in the world, such us poverty, war, and environmental
issues.

To solve these problems , The SDGs(Sustainable Development Goals) were
created. These are global goals for the of making the world a better place by 2030.
They cover 17 areas, including poverty, health, education, equality, environment
and peace. I'm talking about SDGs because I think they can influence world peace.

There are many important topics, for example, Pollution can cause food
shortages and conflicts. Poverty can lead to unequal access to education and create
differences between countries. Discrimination based on gender, race, religion,
LGBTQ rights, and other things can lead to ineqvality. Even though these goals
may seem different, they can all contribute to peace. We can support SDG’s by not
wasting food, reducing trash, valuing ourselves, and respecting others. These
actions will influence peace through introduction of theSDGs.

The keyword in these goals is “Leave no one behind.” It means that everyone
should be involved and ultimtely benefit from these goals. Developing and
developed countries should each do their part to improve living standards. It’s hard
to create sustainable peace, but having specific numbers can inprove the chances
of succeeding.

However, achieving these goals requires the coopration of people all over the
world. The other day, I asked foreign tourists this question.

“Did you learn about peace in your country?”

They said “YES!!”

Even if the countries were different, the thought to peace was found to be the
same.

No time for wars. Let’s end wars quickly, work together, and aim for our goals.
When we achieve all the SDG’s targets, I believe the world will have finally have
true peace.

August.2023

Shiraisht Riko
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Why don’t you get to know the current world?

Now, the sad fact of war 1s that it is inevitable in this world.
How do you think we can prevent war?

First of all, I think it’s important to know what’s happing now,
And that people are experiencing very difficult times.
Because I think that by doing so we can make the feeling of “helping”
even stronger.

And we can help right now by “fundraising”.
This 1s something you can participate in immediately, and your casual
Feelings may lead to someone’s great happiness. I personally hate war.

But matter how much you hate your opponent, I don’t think war is the
answer. Because not everyone is aiming for peace, but if a “war” occurs,

The victims will suffer immeasurably. The fact that war occurs while
there are people who oppose it means there are people who have not been
heard.

That’s why I feel it is very important for us to promote the “importance
of peace” to the world.

Finally, what do you think about the war?

And how can we achieve this peace?

August.2023

Nagatant Kaya
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Our words

I think that Peace means that all people in all countries are loved and
respected forever. We should cherish every single word we use in our daily
lives. We speak and write in order to communicate and we are living with
the words. Both speaking words and writing words have their own
advantages and disadvantages. For example, when we write , we can take
as much time as we like and we can choose our words carefully. Also we
can keep the writing a physical copy. Sometimes the words I wrok give me
courage and happiness when we read them again. However, how we
perceive the words is different for each person. Sometimes the words
might be understood in a different way. We have to use words with care.

On the other hand, speaking words cannot unlike written words, be
kept as a physical copy. In spoken language, it becomes easier to convey
by valuing facial expressions and reactions. We should be careful in
choosing our words before we speak to someone. Sometimes the words
might hunt people without our intention. If we can remember the good
points of both speaking and writing, we can use our words in a good way
and we can cherish people around us more. We can change our world more
easily than we think. The more we cherish our words, the more we are
respected by each other and we can make our world better.

August.2023

Kato Ririka
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Learn from History J

On August 6th, 1945, by one big bomb, Hiroshima was burned and
destroyed. I was born in Hiroshima, and have learned and thought about the
atomic bomb.

Now in Japan, we live in peace. I think it is because the history of war
made us realize that nothing grows from war. I think everyone in the world
knows that nuclear weapons should not be used. But people can’t let go of
nuclear weapons. That’s why the Hiroshima Peace Flame is still lit.

How are we able to extinguish it? What can I do? I think one of things I
can do is to know about the history of the wars. 4 years ago, I saw a real
Boeing B-29 at a museum in Seattle. I learned more about the World War 11
from the viewpoints of America. When I went to Vietnam, I learned that
many people are still suffering the aftereffects of defoliant used in the
Vietnam War. There are many wars that I still don’t know about. I feel that
it 1s important to know about the reasons the wars were started, what
happened in the wars, backgrounds of each country, their thoughts, and what
was brought or changed after the wars. I want to know about wars that were
caused around the world to not repeat the same tragedy.

Atomic bomb survivors have told us about their tragic experiences, with
the desire to make a world free of nuclear weapons and wars. I think humans
are clever. We can learn, we can think, and we can act. We can tell others
what we feel. We can discuss. And we can be thoughtful. I hope humans have
the courage to let go of nuclear weapons. What I can do is to learn from the
history of wars, think, and send messages to the world.

August.2023

Nakamura Risako
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ We want a peaceful world

Seventy-six years have passed since the atomic bomb was dropped. I
learned about the history of the atomic bombing and the war in Hiroshima
City during the training program in June last year. We listened to the
stories of the atomic bomb survivors and touched on the objects used at
that time. It made me wonder again about war and peace, and it gave me
a chance to think about it.

Why do people end up resorting to war? Now Ukraine and Russia are
at war. I was really surprised that a real war began in this era of Reiwa. I
was keenly aware that wars are not a story of the past, but something that
happens regardless of the times. I think that we may end up in war as a
last resort when we do not accept the thoughts and ideas around us and
push through our own ideas.

Also, I think that the values of peace differ depending on the position
of each country. For example, some believe that war will lead to peace.

But we live in Hiroshima. We should make efforts to never start a war
because of the great damage caused by the atomic bombing. It is natural
for people to have different opinions. What do you think you should do to
achieve one goal: peace? In order to eliminate wars in the future, I believe
the most important thing is to compromise even if we have different
thoughts and 1deas, and to do our utmost to make each other happy.

August.2023

Hironair Ako
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I Broaden our minds

What does peace mean to you? I am sure that the concept of peace
differs from person to person. Through this project, I have learned a lot of
things about the war that Hiroshima had experienced and the pain of the
people in that time.

Before participating this project, I used to think that we could build a
peaceful world that was free of nuclear weapons by only eliminating wars.

However, through this project, I have realized that only eliminating
war is not enough to create a peaceful world. For example, there are many
people who are suffering from guilty and fearful of war even in countries
that are not at war now. Also, I have learned that only eliminating war is
not enough to heal people's wounds.

There are many people in the world. For example, those who have
experienced wars, those who feel difficulty in living due to religious
differences, or those who do not have their freedom because of
unreasonable laws.

I strongly feel that the world is not yet at peace. How can we do to
improve this situation? I think it is important for each of us to have a
broad perspective and to think about the other person's feelings by putting
them in the shoes of others.

For example, "What do people think of my action? Is what you think
the right answer for others? If you pay attention to only yourself, I think
1t will lead you to act only in your own interest without realizing your own
misunderstanding. In order to build a peaceful world, we need to respect
all people and do something for peace. I strongly hope that the world will
become such a place where people all over the world can have hope for the
future.

August.2023

), Nuide Nagisa
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Happiness J

"Are you happy now?" I would immediately answer, "I am happy". But
if you asked the same question 78 years ago in Hiroshima, how many
children would answer, "I am happy"?

In my mind, happiness is being able to live a safe life: eating good meal
every day, going to school, playing with friends, sleeping peacefully, and
so on. The wars of the past took away the hopes and dreams of the children
of Hiroshima, as well as many precious lives.

We must accept this sad fact, and as citizens of Hiroshima, it is our
responsibility to tell the story of "Hiroshima" to the world. The reality is
that children in the world are still unable to live a safe life due to war and
other factors.

In order for the world to be a place where all children can say "I am
happy", war must be eliminated. We cannot change the past, but we can
change the future. And we will have to create happiness for the next
generation.

To achieve this goal, people around the world must understand and
acknowledge their differences from others, as in Japanese word "ten
different people, ten different colors". Which means different people have
their own colors or characters.

People have values in love, eating or religion. I'd like to take action to
help others.

I believe that these small actions will be the first step toward building
a peaceful world.

August.2023

’ Ueharada Houmu

DN



JKEDHLEDO RO N 2 ~DFFI A T—

[ =% |

[BHRTITA T2 JEf X RUTT I B/ EE D259,

L, 7T8HERIDIA S CRIVEMAZ LG, ENLKBW DO LN T2 | B 2 HiD
A5 BN EI TR LIT. BHBOLWITERA B RAZENTE FRICHEA K E
EFEON, 2L TIRDZENTEDH LV I Y =0 REID H H A2 B<HZETHS,

WEOEFIL, NGO T DLOESCHEEZ, EL T, ZL<OBE vz EST-, D
FBLWFEELZZTIED, INETROFEEEL Ty~ 2 IZEEVREO TV 2T
AN YAV G

MRV R A2 21280, =503, B7-DhEiD H ﬁ?%ii%:k%f%“(b%@b\
BENRDD, T X TOAit f_v‘oﬁﬁfi'ﬁﬂi‘fijkﬁi%ﬂéﬁﬁ &4“671 Z. B g 37e<
SR T RS20, BEITEZDIENTERWDN, KRITEZDHD k75>fé°%.’> L
<. 7k®ﬁﬁ®$ﬁ%o<ofb\<

Z DT, Elzlm_&zoé@FwL}\JréJ&b\éi;%ﬁ%é ZTDZEDLXIT
INITFNFNE ORMEZ L > TVAEVIBERNDHY 5, BHEEZHIC BQLT
&2 I EB ZFf > TWD, ZHON ST T, BAWE B WSLAITEIZ R ZL TV&ET-
W ZHOLT/NERFE AT RN, ey <] DLEBENTUWKZETHY | SEFn/p i a2
EF—HRT72DEFAIE 2D,

A5 (2023) 4£8 A

LIRA ER



Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Things You Can’t Do Alone |

There have been many wars in the world, and 80 million people lost
their lives in World War II. Even now, 77 years after the end of the war in
Japan, peace education continues. The reason is to contribute to the
realization of peace and to prevent the same mistakes from happening
again. However, wars are still going on in countries such as Afghanistan.
Due to this war, there are people who have lost their dreams and hopes,
and among the survivors, they still suffer from the after effects and suffer
from the guilt of having survived alone.

Even so, why is war still not over?

"Peace cannot be maintained by force. Peace can only be achieved
through mutual understanding."

These are the words spoken by Einstein.

Humans try to do everything by themselves. That’s why in the end,
they try to fight with force no matter what, and I think the war will never
end.

Peace cannot be created by one person alone. No matter how hard one
person works for peace, it cannot reach the number of 7,8 billion people.
Therefore, in order to make peace more attainable, what I can do is to help
everyone understand more about peace, spread the message, appeal, and
reach as many people as possible. Also, in order to understand each other
without forgetting that we are both victims and perpetrators, we regard
war as someone else’s problem. My wish 1s to become a society that can
say "no".

You can't change the past, but you can change the future. When I went
to the Peace Park, I saw many foreigners and people from outside the
prefecture visiting to learn about peace. In order not to ignore the
thoughts and actions of these people, and in order not to repeat the
mistakes of the past, please think about what you can do now for peace
and the world.

August.2023

Morisawa Kokoro
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ VOICES FROM HIROSHIMA

I was born and raised in Hiroshima. So, the word “Peace” is very
important for me. Since I was in elementary school, I have always taken
part in a moment of silence every year on August 6th and I have learned
about the misery of war.

There is no inconvenience in my current life, and I think that “war”
happened a long time ago. But last year, a war started between Russia
and Ukraine. The world I thought was peaceful is threatened by the war.
I was surprised at this war. A problem of a country which is situated far
from here should not be “someone else’s business”.

Now people all over the world are working hard to stop the war.
Everyone prays for peace, but there are surely many people like me who
want to do something about this war.

At the end of my speech, I'd like to tell you what we can do for peace. As
I told you, it is very important to know what happened. It is also
indispensable to tell others what it happens in the world. Please pay
attention what it goes on. It’s you and us who make this world peaceful.
Please keep your eyes on what it happens today, for the first step.

August.2023

J Tanaka Sana



[ B DRSO N 2 ~DOFFiAy—

[ [RE&LEITAE

I EEN B T2 T, EF VO S EIZE THH T T, /NEAEDR )
5.8 A 6 BIZIXFFEREIZL T, BPFOEBISCHINIHOWTFEATEELE, £0
Br. 5 OMFNIL 7-0FT IR WS ELTZ0, FIMB AT ETLZ, o8 h, 540
AETEICARH BT T EO SRS LW e AL EFF> THA TV H T,

LinL, EEZ ARRLD Bk E B Z DI R ENERIVEL, v T U774 F O T
FLZ TR TT, A ERE Lo TV RS, BE AU A0 5 E A Lok 4
Lo TERRNEINTWADTT, W TZFIIM AT TIIW S22 E LT,

RO N 2 DBNEE % LD DT-OIBE )T TOET, FEH1IAD I CIIE RS %
KbOLEDZEIITEEE A, LU, FADO I D TENIRE LI EB X TOD ANE
SETLKEANET, — AT NERITETHIDELD AR F 2 LT i R a@hnnd
TN B EEUTUVET,

ZDEFROFNIHDDITERE L TNWDZE T, Bzl ik 7 LT
HamE 72 EONTZH T, Fid, FEHERENES TEL T RMIc O W T o
IRV ABNET, 72K SAD ADFENRC, FN RS2 N> TEENDL DB FEFI72 D
TIXRWNTLEID,

AR RN T DIDICENTELZ L, ZORE—F 247990, ETIEERT
ZTCOBNDIHY R LR N 2 SO FNI DWW TESES NN A~FERIT, B2 5%
ST E OB EEEBNWET, ERFEVTENCE T2 THIUIE DA EEL TV E
7

BTG 1OICL T, SR A~DIEDOV A THEELED,

A5 (2023) “E8 A

Hh W=



Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The First Step of Peace

Have you ever wished peace of strangers? Have you ever acted on
behalf of someone you have never met and have no relationship with? I
believe that it's hard to bring peace to others. That is why I have just kept
the peace around me. I thought it would be easier for me to act for my own
happiness than act for the happiness of strangers. If everyone in the world
could maintain good relationships with those around them, then everyone
in the world could be happy. I am convinced of that. But now, there is a
war between Russia and Ukraine and conflicts in many places. Everyone
knows that It's not easy to solve problems with only talking with it. But
there are many people who have lost their lives and their families as a
result of the war. War will never lead to peace. War destroys people's daily
lives.

It 1s difficult to take action for strangers, but I would like to start
making people around me smile by treating others with a smile.

August.2023

Nakagirt Hiroto
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ One step

August 6, 1945. The atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. The
atomic bombrobbed many people of their smiles, their futures, and their
peaceful daily lives.

Seventy-eight years later, many of us living in Japan are able tolive
peaceful lives without worries. However, there are still countries inthe
world that are at war, and people are still shedding tears. Even herein
Hiroshima, there are bomb victims who are suffering from the guilt
thatthey were the only ones spared. I thought about what I, as a junior
highschool student, could do to help people around the world to live in
peaceand enjoy their lives. Nowadays, everyone can connect with each
otherthrough social networks. Therefore, I would like to learn about
historyfrom the perspectives of the entire world and share the cruelty of
war andthe importance of peace with people all over the world who have
the samegoal. We cannot change the past, but we can change the future.
We mustcommunicate so that the mistakes of the past will not be
repeated. I thinkl have more opportunities to use English than other
people, so I would liketo use English to communicate with people from
other countries. Let's actnow so that people all over the world can have
the peaceful tomorrow thatthey desire. Slowly but surely, our small steps
of grassroots movementswill change our future.

August.2023

\ Fujimoto Karina
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For the Sake of a Better Future

What does the word “peace” mean? Does it simply signify no war? I
believed that this was true, but a book made me realize how vague my
way of thinking was. The title of this book is “Fragments of the Sun”,
which describes an encounter between a 14-year-old girl and an American
a-bomb victim. Their lives are written in detail, so I could not stop
thinking about how they felt at that time. After reading this book, I
realized that it 1s vital for us to respect each other in order to abolish war
from this world. In other words, we all human beings must not be divided
into two groups: enemies and allies. We must go hand in hand for world
peace. Although I have lived for 14 years in Hiroshima, I know only little
knowledge about the atomic bomb. I became so interested in war that I
visited the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum again to learn new facts
about the background of our tragic history. As a result, it occurred to me,
we are all one race: the human race. Do you have something that you
don’t wan to lose? As for me, it is my precious family and friends. No
matter the race, everyone has something invaluable to them in the same
way. However, it is war that destroys your invaluable things. Not only
war but also selfish abuse of one’s authority may damage people’s
everyday lives. I strongly want to improve this situation. I'm just a
junior high school student, but I can send information about peace
throughout the world. This project surely is one of those actions. We
never know what will happen tomorrow. That’s why each of us needs to
think more deeply about peace and cooperate with each other for a better
future. I will continue to talk about the preciousness of peace from
Hiroshima to all over the world.

August.2023

Shimozono Riko
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Never repeat wars J

" If we don’t want to repeat wars, human beings must get smarter. " I still
remember the voice that spoke those words. I heard them from an A-bomb
survivor named Junko Kayashige. I was so impressed by her words, which she
said in a mumbled but eager tone.

Hearing those words, I began to think about the meaning behind “Human
beings must get smarter" and how we can achieve it. I think that " Human
beings must get smarter" means to aim for a peaceful society without thinking
only of ourselves and our immediate profits. In order to achieve this, I believe
that everyone needs to know that war is meaningless. We have fought wars over
and over again throughout history. Maybe it is because people have forgotten
over time how tragic wars can be.

I think that in order not to repeat wars, we should learn the importance of
peace from past wars. And I believe that in order for people to learn about war,
it 1s necessary to communicate. To this end, I would like to learn about the
meaninglessness of war and nuclear weapons and the preciousness of peace
from the many mistakes of the past, including the horrors of Hiroshima. I want
to pass this on to people close to me, to people outside of Hiroshima, and to
people around the world. I would be happy if you could share what you feel when
you visit Hiroshima, too. By doing so, I expect that the number of people who
are interested in Hiroshima and peace will increase. I think that with those
little actions, the circle of peace will spread. I believe that if we all act together
towards a peaceful future in this way, it will lead to lasting peace in the world.

Somewhere in the world there are still people who have been injured by war.
In order to realize society where such people no longer exist and everyone can
live with a smile, I would like to continue to learn about Hiroshima and pass on
the messages from Hibakusya.

Never repeat wars.

August.2023

Nishitant Mai
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Lean and convey from atomic bomb. ]

What do you think of the words “nuclear war”?

It 1s not surprising that there was a nuclear war on this planet, where all
sorts of technologies are so advanced.

The atomic bombing of Hiroshima was the first time that such nuclear
weapons were used 1n the world.

A single bomb killed many people caused many more to die from related
diseases, and left a deep hole in the hears of those who left their loved
ones.

Can you imagine that one bomb would kill a loved one, a friend, or a
person you had talked before?

The people of Hiroshima must have experienced unspeakable sadness.
But there were many “long circumstances”leading to that single bomb
being used.

I think it's a combination of the things the countries that were at war
did. One example is the attack on Perl Harbor. It was a surprise attack on
the United States by Japan.

It's one of things that Japan should reflect on. It's also said that the
United States dropped the atomic bomb in order to quickly end the Pacific
War, which began with the attack on Pearl Harbor.

But can we sacrifice someone's life to save someone's life?

No. Of course, it's unacceptable. So how do we save our lives?

I think it's good for everyone to know the tragedy of war. And people
must convey such history. We are all feeling the same way to prevent war.
The devastation of the atomic bomb and the damage caused by wars, such
as the attack on Pearl Harbor, should be passed on to future generations.
If we all work together, we will be able to break the “long circumstances”.

Let's not forget all the things we lost through war. Don't let the victim's
lives be wasted.

How do you think you can act on this?

I will learn more about this and convey it to others.

A with for peace.

August.2023

Takasago Narumi
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