Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I No More Wars

What kind of world comes to your mind when you hear the phrase “a

peaceful world”? Is it “a world without war,”? “a world where everyone can
spend time with a smile,”? or “a world free of discrimination and
prejudice”? I thought about all of these in a world without war.
Russia is invading Ukraine now. I saw a little boy living in Ukraine in the
news on TV. He was crying and very afraid of the war, and I saw a parent
crying after their child died caused by the Russian bombardment. The
scenes were very cruel and sad. When I saw those, I was angry and
frightened at the same time by the war that caused an immense sadness
to so many people. With all of these happenings, I had a sense of mission
to do something.

So, what I can do now is to tell a message. I want many people to know
what 1s happening and how I feel about all of those. However, my message
alone cannot change the world. I am certain that this message can spread
from a person to person and one day it will become a great force and lead
to something that will stop the war.

Finally, I will talk about my thoughts. I oppose the war in all means.
Wars hurt many innocent people. There should be no more wars. There 1s
absolutely something we can do now to end the war. Our simple and small
actions will surely change the world. Take a firm step for someone, the
world, and peace.

August.2022

Nishio Mitsuki
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What We Can Do for Peace |

Do you appreciate the peace we have in Japan every day?

From February 24th, Russian troops started invading Ukraine.

By April fourth, 417 Ukrainian people were killed by Russian soldiers.
At least 121 of them were children. I saw the horrific scenes of Ukraine on
the news.

I would be shocked if my family and home were being destroyed in the
same way. Ukrainian children can't go to school. They live with the fear
that they could die any minute. I don't think I could endure that.

In Hiroshima, on August sixth, 1945, 140,000 people were killed by an
atomic bomb.

Each person's life is precious, but from only one bomb, so many were
destroyed.

We have to teach everyone the horrors of nuclear weapons. I think
there are two things all of us can do.

First, we need to not only learn about other countries' cultures but
respect them.

Second, we have to acknowledge that everyone's lives, experiences and
opinions are different.

If everyone can try to do these two things, I think we can create a more
peaceful world.

August.2022

Nishimoto Hana
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Realization of Peace

World War 2 killed more than 50 million people in the world, and more
than 2.5 million in Japan. Japan’s casualties were as much as the
population in Hiroshima. Hiroshima is my hometown.

We can’t expect when war happens. War is happening somewher today.
There are many people who may not be able to greet tomorrow. I believe
that everyone can live in peace and happiness. We don’t need war. If we
can believe in each other, and help each other, we will have a clean,
peaceful world.

Would you like to start with making peace around us? It isn’t too late.
Let’s work together to realize a peaceful world, and let the disasters of the
past be a lesson to us all.

August.2022

Tokuda Miu
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ No War |

Seventy-seven years ago, atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. Many people died, and the beautiful scenic areas were
destroyed. The atomic bomb caused deep wounds in people’s minds and
bodies.

Even now, conflicts, wars and civil wars continue throughout the world.
For example, the Russian invasion of Ukraine. On one occasion, I had the
opportunity to hear from Ukrainian people. I learned that their homes and
schools had been destroyed by missiles and their blasts. The way to
evacuate was dangerous, and it would take up to three days to evacuate.
When I listened to their stories and I superimposed them on myself, I felt
the horror of their devastation. We should understand the differences
among people such as ethnicity, religion and culture. We should
understand each other, help each other and hold hands.

As the fourth generation of the atomic bombing, I believe that I have a
role to convey the horrors of the atomic bomb to the world. In order for
more people not to die or be hurt by atomic bombings, I would like us all
to think about war as our own problem too, rather than just a Ukraine-
Russian problem. I want us all to think seriously about ending wars and
making peace as our responsibility. Let’s think about how we can make
world peace.

August.2022

Ito Saya
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A peaceful world

Have you ever thought about peace? Seventy seven years ago an atomic
bomb was dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Many people were
sacrificed. All of the buildings disappeared in an instant. Today, there are
more than ten thousand nuclear weapons on earth. If nuclear weapons are
used now, there will be great suffering, and what we can do is limited.
For example, we must understand each other and prevent fights from
happing. We should tell those around us what we’ve learned about peace.

Recently, Russia and Ukraine are at war. In addition, North Korea
are firing missiles. Many battles are happening in other countries. I think
that when people fight, it should be through sports or games.

I hope it will be a peaceful world even one step at a time. It’s not
1mpossible if people all over the world want peace, so let's take action to
make 1t happen as soon as possible!!

August.2022

Kinoshita Kaia
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Thought on peace J

I oppose all of the manufacture, possession and use of nuclear weapons.

The city of Hiroshima, where I live, was destroyed by a single bomb on
August 6, 77 years ago. That 1s “Little boy”. It is a nuclear weapon called
an atomic bomb. Then, it became a burnt field by an atomic bomb. A person
who has become a miserable figure due to the hot air!! The fear of radiation
that makes people feel sick and fall down one after another as their eyes
pass. I don’t think this miserable incident it should ever be repeated.

However, nuclear tragedy is about to repeat in various part of the
world. The peaceful and natural days that I had received for only a few
months were suddenly robbed, and many people sank in sadness,
regardless of whether they were adults or children. In addition, I learned
from the news that there were some threatening negotiations that
flickered the use of nuclear weapons.

As a child of Hiroshima, I want to know and convey the devastating
story of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Don’t use nuclear weapons, we’ll repeat
the tragedy of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Don’t build nuclear weapons. If
we have them, we might use them. It’s very dangerous just to make them.

I'm still a small voice by myself, but I believe that by continuing to
express my opinions firmly, it will be a loud voice if all the people share
the same opinions unit.

August.2022

Aita Haruka
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I Hiroshima Student's Mission

This year, it has been 77 years since the atomic bomb dropped on
Hiroshima. There is nothing more terrifying than the atomic bomb. It took
the lives of about 140,000 innocent people. I have learned the nightmare
of war through peace education.

War takes away life, and makes many people suffer. That is way I and
others believe that war should never happen again. However, the conflict
between Russia and Ukraine has had a tremendous effect on me, I fear
that this terrible history will repeat itself. Although Ukraine is far from
here, 1t matters because we all share the earth. Now, students of
Hiroshima have to continue to share what happened on that awful day.
We have to prevent Hiroshima's past from becoming the world's future.

August.2022

Inoue Yumeno
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For the future |

August 6th, 1945 during world war II, each person’s daily life and
family was instantly robbed by an atomic bomb attack.

About 75 years from that day,

I strongly felt the regret for those who died when I visited the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum. However, there are still wars and
conflicts around the world.

Is this a peaceful world?

Actually, I interacted with Ukrainian students online. Then, the girl
said there is no war in this world of the 21st century, so when the war
started, I couldn’t believe. War creates nothing. It only creates the feeling
of being scared. So, I wish for peace. I can think about peace and share the
Importance.

Telling is a small thing like an ant if you are alone, but it will become
a big force if you come together. That is why we must understand and
acknowledge each other. I think it will lead to cooperation and peace.

Also, I will continue to hope for a bright future for the world, even if it
takes 10 or 100 years.

Never forget or repeat the tragedy of that day in 1945. So, what is peace
to you? What do you think about peace?

Let’s convey our thoughts to the world.

August.2022

Oda Haruka
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For the Future World

More than 75 years ago, Hiroshima lost about 140,000 precious lives,
and everyday life disappeared in an instant with just one bomb. We must
continue our efforts for world peace so that the same thing doesn’t happen
again.

It 1s the major premise that everything we can live and learn now is
peaceful. I think we should eliminate the wars that are currently
occurring in the world. It’s important to create a peaceful future. It’s not
easy, but if people all over the world band together, it’s not impossible.

Just through words we can spread the importance of peace throughout
world. People all over the world should have peace and happiness not only
in this era but in all eras in the future. However, it’s not possible for one
person to create such a world. I think this can be achieved by cooperating
with people from all countries and backgrounds.

Let’s hope for world peace together so that the future world will be full
of happiness that with continue for years to come.

August.2022

Nishit Yumr
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ I saw a hell on the earth. ]

“I saw a hell on the earth.” These words were spoken by one of the a-
bomb victims three years ago. And I will never forget it. As he said war is
a horrible thing.

When I interviewed people at the Peace Park, I was surprised to hear
that they thought the war between Russia and Ukraine would happen
sooner or later. I can’t understand why they chose the war, but they did.
Why did they start the war in Ukraine? And how can we stop it?

I don’t mean to simply spread the idea of “stop the war” all over the
world immediately. First, I will use some SNS and send my friends my
1deas like what I'm thinking about peace or how I respond to bullying at
school. Then, my friends will spread my idea and their ideas to others, and
those will spread their ideas to even more. If we can stop this movement,
then we can tell about what happened in Hiroshima and Nagasaki 77
years ago, and even why Japan doesn’t ratify the total elimination of
nuclear weapons- which many people have already moved to address. We
can also talk about what is happening in Ukraine now, the thoughts we
all have about that war can reach people around the world. So, I think it
1s important for us to tell our “small” idea to others.

Let’s talk about peace!

August.2022

Nishimoto Mitsuki
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Thanks to many miracles J

My great grandmother experienced the war. She was still a young
mother then.

One day, when she was walking along the street carrying her baby on
her back, an airplane flew low. Then it started shooting with a machine-
gun. She wanted to protect her baby. So she laid down on the ground on
her back. Luckily, she didn’t get shot even once. That baby was my
grandmother. If my great grandmother didn’t make that decision, I would
not be here.

During the war, people were not afraid of killing others. Now, people
around me, such as my family, my friends and myself are here thanks to
many miracles.

Ukraine 1s at war.

Ukrainian children said “On February twenty-fourth the war has
begun. We can'’t tell if we can live tomorrow.” While Japanese students live
peacefully, Ukrainian children live with fear.

This is the reality that we should think of.

August.2022

Korogt Fumika
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I The Peace I Think

Do you think you can make the world peaceful by yourself?

I think so. I can believe it. There are people who think we don't matter,
because we aren't politicians.

So, let's imagine what we should do to have peace everywhere. Most
people think that making peace is a large-scale problem. But isn't it peace
that we enjoy with people around us? It feels good if I change my own
actions. So, peace, I think, is having fun, just like this. If we change our
own actions, for example to be kind to our family and friends, we notice
our mistakes, and so on.

I interviewed a Brazilian woman in Peace Park. I asked what peace
means to her. She said, "Peace means having enough food to eat."

Peace means different things to different people. It's important to learn
from other people what peace means to them.

I hope that more people do this and can lead us to world peace.

I hope never to repeat this sad affair again.

August.2022

Miyamoto Kaho
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Positive words ]

I sometimes wonder what true peace is. Is true peace simply a world
without war? Is it a world without quarrels?

I think different. August 6, 1945, many thought the sun would rise and
the same day would start. However, at 8:15am, one atomic bomb was
dropped on Hiroshima by the U.S. military. This one wasn't just a regular
one. It was a horrific devilish one that killed hundreds of thousands of
lives in that one shot. The hearts of the A-bomb survivors' families were
also struck.
with worry and fear. “What if my friend suddenly disappears?

Why did he disappear?”

The person who would have asked these questions could have been
angry.

I think there are many people in this world who feel this way, but want
to tell, but they can't say. Why don't they tell the world what they want to
say? It's because of us, the people around us, are not able to speak up
because they get no support.

All we have to do 1s give positive words such as “I support you”, “Do you
best!”, don't say “Be quiet!”

I think the world where you can talk about anything is true peace.

August.2022

Terao Konoha
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I Unite the World ~one team~ ]

Is this world where we live finally peaceful? 77 years after World War
II, Japan is no longer at war. But there are many people who take their
own lives, people who lose their lives in incidents, and people who are
suffering from bullying and fighting. Can you call this peace?

Also, there is still war in the world. War is what takes people’s precious
lives. Japan also had a war 77 years ago. So far, tens of thousands of lives
have been taken away.

What can we do to make the whole world peaceful? I think each person
should make their own “small peace”. A “small peace” is born by
“Omoiyari”’. “Omoiyari” is to think and act from the other person’s point of
view. I'm sure some day each “small peace” can spread all over the world.
And it can lead to “big peace”.

The great peace that the world created as “one team” should be
stronger than anything else. Let’s make this world peaceful with
everyone’s efforts.

August.2022

Kawakami Sayo

at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[Do you know what the Enola Gay is?/

When I lived in the United states for my father’s work, we visited the
Smithsonian Institution National Air and Space Museum as a family trip.
The Enola Gay was on display there. My first impression was “That’s a cool
and big silver airplane!” Suddenly, I looked to the side and saw my mother in
tears. I didn’t know why as a child.

I have returned to Japan and participated in Hiroshima’s “Peace Study”
programmed, I have learned that this big silver plane dropped the atomic
bomb on Hiroshima city and destroyed the area instantly. This plane was a
bomber. In an instant what I thought was a cool airplane turned in to a
horrifying existence. I finally understood why my mother’s eyes were wet
from her tears. The plane that had the power to take everything away was
still there, right in front of me. However, that plane was no longer active and
was not there to be used. It was displayed to tell the story of what that plane
did in the past. Today, Japan is so far away from the war. And the atomic
bombs are no longer familiar to us. Hiroshima was the site of the atomic
bombing, and the exhibitions at Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, and
HIBAKUSHA tell future generations about the horror and tragedy of the
bombing. Each and every one of us are in an environment where we can still
feel close to the facts that remind us to not repeat our mistakes. There are,
different ways of perceiving war. And different ways of thinking. Some people
may also have different opinions about the interpretation of Enola Gay.
There is no need to unify each person’s opinions. Instead, I hope that
discussing while respecting different opinions will provide on opportunity
and environment to deepen our understanding, as Japan is the only country
in the world. That has experienced such horrors.

To have people in the world deepen their understanding of peace, I believe
that Hiroshima’s mission is to appeal continuously about peace with the
world’s common language English, and not just in Japanese. To take the first
step towards peace, I would like to do my best in studying English. From this
s}r;eech {dwant you to find your opinion. I believe that will never happen in
the world.

August.2022

Nakamura KokRi
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The World Goal

Ukraine and Russia are at war now. Many lives were lost in this war.

77 years ago, like this war, many lives were lost in an instant in Japan.

The children were sent to the war.

Now we say “I' m going” “Have a nice day” as usual, but for children at
that time, these words had the weight of life.

Under the background of the children who died in the war, there was
a family.

I hope that no child will die in the war, and value create a world
without nuclear weapons.

I think what we can do 1s known the preciousness of life and to appeal
for peace.

Japan should be a leader for world peace.

I hope there will be no more deaths in the war.

August.2022

Nakagawa Yukino

\ ’\ This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
E. j ,f at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.



[ B DRSO N 2 ~DOFFiAy—

-

[ BsoFExR ]

L TITAFEal T NG L TOVETS,

OGP TELDMMBPRDOIVELT,

ZOEGAD I, T4 FERTA A TIZ S DOmN—BRC L CTEbIEL,
TR BB I E ISV EL T,

HETHI T ThoLe W T TEET | LV FHELZ O L RHIAM D HA DD
O‘/Cl/ \ibf:o

A TR b0 FIIIF RO ENH-T-D T,

A, BRP C LR AT BN B> TR LW, B2 IR B R Bl > T
f:l/ AN %51%[1/ \ij‘o

FDT=DITHFT=HIC TEAZEIIMOBEI LY a2 52872 LW ET,
HARDEFIDY—Z —Z/20FL 19,
A TUELRDANZ I N BSOS =D12h,

A4 (2022) £8 A

Il Z75

DAy =T —RiE, R EARONFEEOF DB I
B OO FAEMEFI L TVOET,




Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Small World, Big World ]

We junior high school students live in two worlds. In small worlds such
as schools, quarrels and bullying occur every day. In big worlds involving
countries, wars and conflicts occur. When those occur, we lose more lives.
Those are things that should never happen. But both problems can occur
to all of us.

One Ukrainian student thought that there would be no war in this era
until just before the war began. But they are now living with sudden air-
raid sirens. They are in a situation with fear of violent death or being
killed. Other student said they needed more weapons to regain a peaceful
life. To have victory of the war is the only way to end the war, they believe.
Before the war began, they wouldn't have thought about it. That fact was
heartbreaking to me.

We Japanese live in a life without wars, but, sometimes, quarrels and
bullying occur into the in our life. Adults would have experienced quarrels
and bullying since they were children. War is a problem caused by such
adults. I think experiencing conflicts between people as a child leads to
conflicts between countries. If so, it is us junior high school students who
are also experiencing conflict in a small world that will cause the next war.

In order to put an end to this vicious circle, we need to change the
environment in which conflict occurs. We must change ourselves first. 1
think the reason for the conflict is that we don't try to understand each
other and think only from our own perspectives. It is important for us to
think from the other person’s point of view and respect the opinions of
others. I think that a peaceful future can be created by deepening mutual
understanding. We, junior high school students in Hiroshima, inform we
can understand each other. I want to be able to live with peace of mind in
both the small and the big worlds.

August.2022

Amano Kasane
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Desire for World peace J

Peace is not desired in Japan in the near future. Japanese may start a war
again. I often think so. Because more and more people are indifferent to war
now. The dark past such as war and its misery have been unknowingly kept
away, and the situation is getting worse. Most Japanese people think war is just
the past and it doesn’t matter to them. In my opinion, there are three reasons
to think so.

First, we seldom have a chance to hear about emergence of war because we
have passed 77 years since the end of World War Il .Also I felt that people tend
to ignore the information and knowledge that make us uncomfortable, like war.
Finally, more and more parents are indifferent who don’t want to tell their
children about wars because they don’t want their children to cry.

And in one survey, there is a question “If the war begins and your country
orders you to join the army, what will you do?” Many people answered, “I will
join the army.” That means there are many people who don’t care about the
world peace. I think Third World War may occur in the near future.

This 1s not overblown speculation. For example, Russia suddenly invaded
Ukraine and they have been at war. Ukrainians heard of the sudden start of the
war on the morning of February 24th. Until then, despite historically being
unfriendly countries, the Ukrainian students never believed Ukraine and
Russia would go to war especially in this era. The students warned “You will
never know when war breaks out”.

Japan also has its own unfriendly countries. So, the war was never a distant
era. If we remain indifferent to war, we will not stop it.In Hiroshima, we pray
for the world peace. We vow we won’t repeat the misery of the past on August
6th of every year. We try to stop all war in the world and eliminate nuclear
weapons. Now is the time to raise our voice to seek peace. As a junior high school
student in Hiroshima, eliminate nuclear weapons to the people all over the
world, And I want to eliminate wars not only in Japan but also all over the
world. My desire is for Japan to keep pursuing world peace.

August.2022

Sugihara Kanon
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I To Make the World Peaceful |

77 years ago, an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. The peaceful town
turned into a town of despair. It claimed the lives of about 140,000 innocent
people. Only one nuclear weapon caused such a great deal of damage. Since
then, Hiroshima has appealed for the abolition of nuclear weapons. In 2017, the
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons was concluded. But only 66
countries in the world became members of the Treaty. Unfortunately, Japan is
not a member of that Treaty. The current number of nuclear weapons in
countries of non-members of the Treaty has decreased ten thousand to
thousands to hundreds. But as we know from what happened in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, even one nuclear weapon causes enormous damage. Even if the
number of nuclear weapons decreases, there is still the danger, so it was
meaningless just to decrease the number of the nuclear weapons. The reason
for keeping nuclear weapons is that they believe it’s the force to protect their
country. If they give up nuclear weapons, they think other countries will betray
and become their enemies. But we mustn’t forget many innocent people will be
killed by using nuclear weapons.

There are still on-going wars around the world, even though most people
want peace. Keeping the country in peace doesn’t mean “relying on nuclear
weapons and becoming stronger than other countries.” I think that it is “through
complementing and commumcatmg with each other, sharing our ideas, and
cooperating with each other.” I think there were some countries that tried to do
by the idea in the past. However, their ideas were not accepted and wars were
caused. Once, Japan relied on weapons and tried to become stronger and caused
miserable wars. I think there are other ways rather than waging wars and
imposing the ideas of the country on other countries. I thought it was important
to accept the other’s thoughts and make “suggestions” including our own
thoughts. But in fact, we are still junior high school students, so it’s difficult to
take such actions to the world. However, it is possible to make peace around us.
I think that the “war” around us means “quarrels and bullying”. It’s difficult to
get rid of bullying, get in touch with someone who is being bullied. T will
continue to try to understand the other’s point of view and take responsibility
for my own words and actions. I will make good relationships with other people.

Peace starts with me!

August.2022

Fukunaga Shima

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated

R
% at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.



[ B DRSO N 2 ~DOFFiAy—

[ EFo/pft R oEBRIZTITT |

LNSTTHERIZOEa Y < [ ZRENIEL ST, R ST I3 L~ 2L, SED7:
W14 AD AP atE e LE LT, T2oTe — DO IR N A RIS RIFE 72 E %
HL7=DTH, erv <X NE TR EGFREEAFA TEIELLD, BUR Tl s it
1EEFNTMBL TWBE % (722720 66 HETZOHIZHARKITWER A, £ZILiatk
RSN U TR E 2 AT L CWO D 2 0BT, TR LT T3 e
WICET TR0 D, by <0 /28T o CNAIINTE T — 272
THE R EZLH L CLEWET, #AITATEIL CWOAZEITITE DD 2N DO TED N
HIETTIEEMRBLNWEFMTEWEL, sz FF OB A, B EO#HIC L E
726 AMEO LI HNG, Rl A BB AHLERNET, Ll FO
i Z LTIV ZL DI EL /RN AN X D ESTLENET,

HHRTIEES, PP TWET, —F TEBEEOEfMEFKH->TWET, FATH
E 2 PEFNZAR D EN) TSR T NTHRY O E IV 58725 ) V) ZETiEZe< Mo
EEBAEWROR W SZMNE ST, AWVDOEZ B2 IILED | L) Z e LN
F9, WEICHEED oo CTHIZE A NHHEBRWET, TTRAENVDOEZNZT
ANBNT, BEEZEIL CLESZELHVET, HARDLGEIXRIE T, TIUIAY
ICH G A C ST TR B W S 7= D TL IO RIS T ERH - T- LB
T, Bk AL CHEOEZE 2 Z2MLETOTIIRL  FOEZ HFbZIT AN ET
R I ZL QUK ZENEBLELZE X EL, UL, EERTEOIXELE F g TR
KL TEDIHATEN R LD Z LT LNTT, THH DEVEZFEFNIL TV EIZTE
T, HOBEVO TS | X NT ARV ED DO ZEEEBWET, AZW D=L
WZEIZRAMHELL T, WEOHHILTWD ANDHRIZTES7Z0D . Zhnbb B 0 En7=56
EDQEID HHFEDNIGIZR > TEZH O FSERATENC B2 R > TA LT
=FET,

SEFNE, FADIRED F4 !

A4 (2022) 428 H

5K SFER

ZDH =B —RIiE, FRRREAR D RO DB I
BT ONTITVEBOFAMEFI L TOET,




Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ ONE STEP AT A TIME |

Seventy-seven years ago, a bomb that fell on Hiroshima dyed the
beautiful cityscape in cruel red color, killing more than 100 thousand loved
ones. But now, 77years later, thanks to its relentless pursuit of peace,
Hiroshima has regained its formal beauty. But when we look at the world
from an international perspective, we see that there are still countries at
war all over the world. Wars start when people of different backgrounds
fight over differences in their ideas. And to be honest, we can’t eliminate
war from the world today. However, war is not the only antonym for peace.
Discrimination and poverty are also antonyms for peace, and they are also
problems in today’s society. So why don’t we take one step at a time?
Starting by talking with others and sharing our opinions. And discussing
the past and ways to make a better future. From my lifelong experience of
living in Hiroshima and visiting the US, I learned the importance of
making connections with others. I encourage you to do the same. Build
bridges. One person at a time. One step at a time.

August.2022

Kai David Ragan
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To make a peaceful world

Have you ever thought about war?

I don't like war. We learned about war in a special class on August sixth
every year.

I think that all of the wars are cruel. Anybody must not begin war.

We need to tell how terrible wars are to those who don't know it.

Why do people begin war? I think it is because people tend to think
things selfishly.

This kind of idea is not only from those who begin war but also from
you.

Are you relieved that there is not war in your country?

I think that it 1s selfish, too. You and I should act to stop wars in the
world.

Then, is there anything to do to stop war? What can we do? I have two
1deas.

First, we should be kind to other people. To imagine other people's
thoughts help you act thoughtfully. If you behave so, people around you
will also behave kindly to others. Such action makes a great change from
one person to the next. And it creates a peaceful world.

Second, respect and accept different opinions. Everyone has different
opinion. When we don't much each idea, why don't we imagine others
feeling? Accepting and recognizing is the key to stop fighting, I think.

August.2022

Kojo Mer
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To make Peaceful World

I think the most important things for a peaceful are kindness and
understanding others’ideas. Naturally, each of us has different values and
differences of opinion, conflict continue to exist as long as we push our
1deas on others without thinking from their position.

There are three keywords to build a friendly relationship.

First, “Knowing”. Surely people all of them has some good points. Try
to understand them more by talking with them to know that.

Second, “Imagination”. If people close to you are hurt, really try to
imagine their pain. Listen to them closely and tell them, “I'm with you”.

Third, “Communication”. Because people can understand each other
when they honestly say their opinion out loud.

I believe these tree actions have great effects from one person to the
next and create a peaceful world!

Also, I would like more people to know about the reality of the atomic
bombings and war. The A-bomb changed our town into hell and killed
many people. Ukrainians said, " We need weapons for peace." It was a very
big shock that people my age are living in conditions where weapons are
necessary. The A-bomb and War destroyed a lot of happiness, precious
people, and lives in an instant. I would like people to know more about the
horror of the atomic bombing and the preciousness of peace. To achieve
this, the first step is to build a relationship of trust with people around the
world based on the three key words I just mentioned above.

I believe that messages from trusted friends will reach their hearts.

August.2022

Tsuboe Riona

\ ’\ This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
E. j ,f at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.



[ B DRSO N 2 ~DOFFiAy—

[ Efoiat a2l B7=0i1z ]

FAT R 7ot R 2 R 572010 B BRI LITRNOD &t N D3 2 5 % BRAR
THIEREERNET, BARRZETT N, FAEILAARENE NOMER 2R > T\ D
720, B RORSINEEFET, RSIIFLEPSRFONIGE2 % 2 TICH 0O R REHFL
(e T DRV A F kT 5 TL R,

KIFH72 B2 5eT=0 D 3 DDOXF—T—RKNHVET, 1oEIX 528 1T, A

WXL T BWVWATRSHDET, 55722 1BL T ADBWEZAZE 5L TATLEE
U,

2o BRI T AL | TF, HDBMESNTNTED ., FD ADE AT S AL
TLIZEW, BEZHEIKTZT THWWDIG FIZICWTIRMER B2 L, 1S a2 THIF 72
=\ AN

3OHIIMEAAZEITT, AXIIFEICHL TUBRZDIETE AWM EIZENH
KDHNHTT,

ZNHD3ODOITENE, SEFR R AR DB GO LW R AR 2 (TR T L ET, B
IZEHMECTNET !

Fo, FATH S ERILD NIZFIEDZ L2 T > THBUW oW E BT, JFUSE T2 H
FNCEZ TeKSAMD NDmEBNELT, VI TAFT O NE RN D720 11T
DB EENELT, HAERICSOWODAERID AN, BRERS BB E Tl L
TWDHDNRETHYay/ TLE, BRI — BT, KU AN, mal-{sA®E
WET, ZORALIE DO RYIZEZL M- TUILWT T, ZD7=DIIZITFET ., 4
So72300F =T —RTHFRF DN & &L A TR R Z N RY)TT,

BHETEXOREADDLD AT —IFE 5L MTERLEEL TV ET,

A4 (2022) 48 A

f'7'7'l- EET

ZDAy = —RIE, ERRLESARE O NEEO D/ 1
BTN IO B ARE R AL TOET,




Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Fly Cranes To The World

Do you know about the recycled paper of folded paper cranes? They
were carried to Hiroshima from the world's people and recycled into other
paper products. Because of recycled paper cranes, you can feel close to all
of Japan's wishes for peace and be kind to the earth.

I will tell many people about this recycled paper, such as people from
other places.

All students in Hiroshima learn about peace. But other prefectures
don't. By increasing opportunities to think about peace, we can feel its
importance. If people from other prefectures use this paper, they will think
about Hiroshima and peace.

I want to tell foreigners about it, too.

Now, war is happening in Ukraine. I hope our prayer for peace is heard
around the world. In this way, regardless of nationality, I think this paper
will connect peace everywhere. I want to spread to the world about
recycled paper cranes through social media. I want to tell everyone about
it to spread peace.

August.2022

Horie Momoka
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What Is True Peace?

What is true peace? I think peace is to be able to have a real smile for
people all over the world. The reason for thinking so is to realize the honor
of war. On August 6th, in 1945 a raw bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. It
was a sad incident with many casualties. Casualties included children and
the elderly. An atomic bomb killed many lives. With the atomic bomb, the
appearance in Hiroshima has changed.

Not only Hiroshima, our world has the countless damages by the
atomic bomb. For these reasons, there are still various conflicts. While we
are living, more and more people die from conflict. Not to repeat the fact
of war, war has been handed down as a mistake around the world.

To get peace, it 1s necessary to learn the mistake. To get peace, we must
pass the baton that has been connected to our generation. Now, it's our
turn. To realize a day where you can smile from the bottom of your heart.

August.2022

Seo Ryosuke

\ ’\ This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
E. j ,f at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.



[ B DRSO N 2 ~DOFFiAy—

[ RYEDOEFnLiz? |

AM O Fn&1L?

FEDE 2 DIFEiE, RO AN 2 DAY OEETOOLNDHIE, 9B ZT=E5T
X, RGOS LSRN TNDH T, 19454E8 A6 H | JA B THIC RN LS
NWELTz, ZL<DIHEZEDPHTZIELNWTEIETL, SEFEOHIZIE, FELOBEE
DHEFENTOELIZ, —BRIL TELOMEE ST 1B, FUBIZED, RO
BV RTELE,

IR TIESHVER A JRFEHIC DM E L, R TIEInenizEoz s
MEETCWET, 2 AFE, HL, 2O B T, BELEE A N EE Q0 E
T A OLTAEZTODLRITS i FORIEIZ2D NI feli T E T, Bl
FEEBDIRSIQ2NZDIC, RS E TS Zm DL CGEVREN T - T E
7

ERZ LTI, WHEHMDIEDLEETT, BT, EEET-OILELORE
THIEHEN NI RO SN % RITEDAETHE T, DOENSEHETHLNS
HAZRH 572012,

A4 (2022) £8 A

JEE ZN

ZDAy = —RIE, ERRLESARE O NEEO D/ 1
BTN IO B ARE R AL TOET,




Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For the world to be peaceful

“Peace cannot be kept by force. It can be archived by understanding.”
This is how Albert Einstein, a well-known theoretical physicist, talks
about peace. So far numerous wars and conflicts have occurred all over
the world. Also, I think that the war between Ukraine and Russia has
recently attracted worldwide attention. The war between Ukraine and
Russia has killed countless people. I've seen multiple times on TV of
people who lost their families experiencing sadness. Every time, I feel my
heart tightened, I feel That I must once again be grateful that I am living
with warm support from my family. In Japan, the days when atomic bombs
were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the loss of people, and many
important things disappeared in an instant. Not only those who have died,
but those who have survived have suffered many wounds in their hearts.
War is very cruel, and I think it is indescribably scary. Losing family and
friends can be very painful. And irreplaceable. In the beginning of my
speech, I introduced Albert Einstein’s words about peace because I
thought “understanding” was of utmost importance. I will create an
environment where each and every one of us will be considerate of others
and will be able to understand each other no matter what happens, and
we will strengthen our bonds while holding hands. I hope everyone in the
world can send this message.

August.2022

Shoji Ruo
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I The Baton of Peace

What is needed to build a peaceful world ?
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, where we live, were killed by a single bomb in
1945.

And the bustling city instantly became a sea of fire.

A-bomb survivors lost their precious family and friends to the bomb.
They can't get it back again. There will be deep wounds in their heart
that will never heal.

We have been given a peace baton to convey that sadness to people all
over the world. But maybe we're dropping that baton now.

Some people oppress people who are weaker than themselves.

Some people discriminate on the basis of their appearance, skin color,
or national culture.

As a result, children in one country don't even know if they can live
tomorrow.

We have a mission to eliminate discrimination.

We will eliminate discrimination and pass on the fear and sadness of
war to the next generation.

By doing so, we will pass the baton of peace.

And we will create a world we can truly say is peaceful.

August.2022

Sasaki Yuno
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Wishing for world peace

What do you think of peace? Until the end many people's lives, futures
and hopes were taken away by the war. It was said that no plants grown
in Hiroshima for 75 years. What can I do for the place I was born?

I noticed the importance of the thought for the personal peace through
"Hiroshima project to convey." We don't actually know the pains of the war.
But I learned about war and shared terror by studying and thought that
it was in what I conveyed in the peaceful world little by little.

Hibakusha continues appealing for peace desperately while bearing a
deep wound in the heart. We have to realize this desire. I think it's difficult
for only one person to change the world. However, if each person acts with
compassion, such as saving one life and giving priority to others, wouldn't
it be a peaceful world? First, I think solving small problems will lead to
world peace. We're taking a starting line now. Is the baton of peace to hand
over to the next runner grasped in your hand? Or is it a bomb to throw to
the hand trying to grasp it?

What do you think of peace? I hope the fun in the daily life that people
all over the world feel will continue forever.

August.2022

Sanuki Runa
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Three promises J

I wish for peace.

Why does war happen? War hurts people's body and mind.

I love Hiroshima. It has beautiful nature, clean water and we can live
a happy life. We get to experience this, because of effort of the A-bomb
SUrvivors.

Once, an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.

Each people had a name and family, but they were instantly robbed.
Can you imagine an event like this?

Many people said, “It takes 75 years for vegetation to grow.” But the
people of Hiroshima did not give up. Thanks to them, we can live in
beautiful Hiroshima.

I made three promises to A-bomb survivors.

My first promise is to cherish life.

The second was not to discriminate against others.

Lastly if something happens, we will discuss it and solve it.

We have to keep three promises to eliminate war and nuclear weapons.

Let's convey the feeling of the A-bomb survivors.

Never start another war.

August.2022

Shibamura Karin
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I About Peace ]

About 75 years ago, atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, creating a lot of sadness. However, compared to that time,
Japan today is incomparably peaceful.

It’s only natural to wake up in the morning, go to school, go home, and
sleep, and eat three meals a day satisfactorily. How important have you
ever thought about that?

Seventy-five years ago, now we're like ourselves. It was not easy to live
a normal life and talk to friends as a normal life. When you go to bed at
night, put on a blackout and always put the kit in your bag so that you
can get first aid. How do you feel if this kind of life continues? Of course,
these things shouldn’t happen. However, there are countless people who
do not know World War II, even if they try to count them. So, in order for
as many people as possible to know about World War II. We cross national
borders and let people of all ages know how important and wonderful our
lives are today is needed. To that end each and every one of us must be
grateful for our lives and explain to the next generation the horror of war
and the power of the atomic bomb. I think that the power of each and every
one of the those little ones will move toward a brighter direction, and the
war that is happening somewhere now will surely end. So, why don’t you
make time for your family and relatives to get together and discuss the
war once? Perhaps that one word may be a step leading to the abolition of
nuclear weapons.

August.2022

Saito Kiara
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A Peaceful Future We Create

Now, the horrors of August 6th are likely to be repeated in Ukraine.
President Putin has started a war between it and Russia, and we can't say
for sure he won't use an atomic bomb. The child there said, “I don't know
whether I can live or not tomorrow” “Why did the children who didn't do
bad things die?”

Growing up, we learned about the atomic bomb, which took away the
lives and smiles of many Japanese people. More than that, it also took
away happy homes and children's futures. We hope it won't happen again,
so we have been sending a message to the world that peace should remain.
How it been pointless? No.

In July 2017, about 60% of the countries in UN agreed on TPNW, and
on January 22nd, 2021, it was passed. It meant that not only atomic bomb
victims, but also ordinary people could give a message of peace to the
world. Because of what we are doing for peace, we are also supporting the
people in Ukraine. It will eventually move the hearts of all the people all
over the world.

We can't change the past, but we can change the future through what
we do today. The way of thinking and cultures are different from countries,
but their thoughts for peace are same.

Let's continue sending a message of peace to the world.

August.2022

Aokt Kumper
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What is a peaceful world?

About seventy years ago, precious lives of many innocent people were
taken indiscriminately because of war between countries. A war like that
1s now occurring in Russia and Ukraine, where many people's lives are
being sacrificed.

I think each person should think "What is a peaceful world?" I
personally think that a peaceful world is recognizing cultural differences
and differences in ways of thinking. Each person should respect the other;
by doing so, all people can feel happier. Also, it's important to think
properly before fighting; if not, then we won't know what will happen to
things and people that are important to us. This is because imagining a
future before taking an action is a chance for us to think about whether
an action is good or bad

I think everyone should think about of the meaning of peace. However,
we have to take some actions to realize a peaceful world. First, let's love
other people. For example, our families, our friends, and the others. Then,
let's thank them, because when I am told "Thank you" by other people, I
feel happy and want to do something for them again.

I think our generation should make a peaceful world.

August.2022

Kabashima So
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To protect our future

We, who live in the present can’t go back to the past and experience
what actually happened. But we can learn it, know it, and pass it on to the
future. That’s why we have to look at the past and think about how not to
do the same thing again.

However, we have to think not only about the past but also about the
present. Today I can live with peace of mind every day. Unfortunately,
there are people in the world who are anxious every day. Would you like
to create a world where all the people feel happy? In order to create a world
such as this, let’s start with being kind to not just our friends and family
but to all those around us.

August.2022

Nogami Momoka
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A Drop of Peace .

Last October, A-bomb survivor Sunao Tsuboi died at the age of 96.
When I saw the news, I remembered how Mr. Tsuboi appealed for the
abolition of nuclear weapons while President Obama of the United States
visited Hiroshima in May 2016. At that time, Mr. Tsuboi was suffering
deep physical and mental injuries. I felt a sense of crisis that historical
facts would be forgotten as A-bomb survivors age.

I'm sure that no one wants to remember or talk about painful
memories. However, in the midst of discrimination and prejudice, Mr.
Tsuboi and other A-bomb survivors talked about their unimaginable
experiences. They didn't want anyone to experience the things that they
did. And they didn't want these events to ever be repeated. He has
appealed for life and human dignity.

77 years after this tragedy, even though Japan has been reconstructed,
there are still suicides and other issues related to this historical event.
What can I do to protect what is important to me? Just as a single drop
affects the surface of water, creating small ripples that spread little by
little, eventually creating waves. A drop named the A-bomb survivors’
thoughts resonates with people. If we listen to the thoughts of the A-bomb
survivors and spread this drop, I believe that everyone will feel waves of
true peace someday.

August.2022

Ito Ruri
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peace from us

On the morning of August 6, 1945, a bomb was suddenly dropped on
Hiroshima. And in an instant, innocent people’s lives, smiles, and
children’s future were taken away. It was said that reconstruction would
take decades, but with the cooperation of many people, we were able to
quickly recover our original appearance.

However, the war between Russia and Ukraine has recently begun,
and it has become a big news in the world. As a result, there are many
people who have died, and the people who are left behind spend every day
in fear. They can’t sleep at night, and the same thing happened on August
6th.

In order to make the world peaceful, everyone in the world must
cooperate in the hope of peace.

Therefore, let's gradually expand the circle of peace in corporation with
people close to us.

August.2022

Seto Airi
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I Face the Moment

“I don’t know when the war will break out, when we will die. If you
have a possibility of war, please prepare for the evacuation.”

This 1s the words which a Ukrainian woman said. As a part of the
“Conveying HIROSHIMA Project”, I interacted with some Ukrainian
students. During the interaction, I heard the words, “painful”", “scary”
many times. What should we do to make the peaceful future?

August 6th, 1945, 8:15 a.m.

A single bomb robbed the daily lives of the people in HIROSHIMA city.
The city of HIROSHIMA was decimated. It is said that the number of the
dead are twenty thousand or more.

Do you know how many such horrible nuclear weapons there are on
the Earth right now? As of 2021, there are 13,080 nuclear weapons on the
Earth. It is said that some of them are more than 1000 times more
powerful than those that fell on HIROSHIMA and NAGASAKI. What will
happen to the Earth if all the 13,080 nuclear weapons are used? Just
1magine.

Nuclear weapons that cause such great damage are about to be used
again due to the war between Ukraine and Russia. Now is the time for us
to say, “No.” The tragedy which occurred in HIROSHIMA must not happen
again.

Do not forget what happened 77 years ago.

Do not repeat it.

Accept each other, even if our countries, languages, and religion are
different. I would like to face “Now” without being swayed by history of
the past, such as the person who is from the country once fought in a war
or the county which were colonized.

August.2022

Sako Yumeka
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What can I do as a junior high school student? ]

Wars always bring destruction and hatred. Wars leave only broken
hearts and scares.

I have visited Peace Memorial Museum many times. I could learn how
people suffered. When I saw that, I was speechless. If you visit there, you
can tell how dangerous and terrible wars are, you can also learn that “If a
war begins, people become selfish and brutal!”

Recently, I found that the Pacific War began because Japan attacked
Pearl Harbor. I thought Japan was the victim then. I felt ashamed, but it
made widened my perspective. There is no complete perpetrator and
complete victim. I found that reasons of wars are more complicated than I
thought. Once a war begins, it always robs many things from people,
family, friends, houses and many precious things. We have no benefit from
wars. However, looking at the world, there are many people who have
suffered from wars. Now, people in Ukraine are suffering from the conflict
against Russia. At the same time, we mustn’t forget that there are many
Russian people suffering from this war. We know the situation. What
can we do? I don’t know. However, thinking about peace and war isn’t
useless. That is what I can do as a citizen of Japan and born in Hiroshima.

August.2022

Miyata Kaho
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Achieving a peaceful world

“Peace 1s a state of harmony without worry or distress. It is also a state
of security without war or disaster.” This is what I've found in my
dictionary. Reading this, I wondered if it is actually possible to achieve a
“peaceful world”. Disasters and conflicts often start from small things. The
war between Russia and Ukraine is still being reported through media.
During this training, I listened to stories of local Ukrainians of the same
age, online. They said they never thought that a war would break out on
February 24th. In any day and age, disaster and conflict will continue to
exist. Therefore, it is impossible to construct a perfectly peaceful world. If
people can change their mindset and take more measures than ever
before, we may be able to come closer to making the world more peaceful.

When I recently interviewed visitors to the Peace Park, I received a
variety of opinions, but the one thing they all had in common was that
conflict 1s not a good thing. I believe that if people around the world visit
the Peace Park and Peace Museum, and understand the damage and
terror of war, not only direct conflict but also indirect conflicts, may
decrease.

As the dictionary says, “a state of living in peace” is what I think
matters. I hope there will be a world where many people are able to devote
more time to think about world peace.

August.2022

Kamikawa Masato
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peace of Mind

What can you do to achieve a peaceful world ? I once asked that
question to foreigners living here in Japan. Most of them responded they
would not support any acts of violence related to war and of the production
of nuclear weapons. On the other hand, a number of them reiterated that
in order to achieve a peaceful world, kindness and peace must be learned
from the core of our society, which is “family”. These words resonated with
me deeply as it taught me that peace is not an ideology far from our reach.

I consider myself fortunate that I have learned the value of “No
Fighting” and “No Violence” at home, at school, and with my friends.
For most Japanese citizens, peace is ordinary and invisible. However,
being at peace is not an easy thing to achieve. It is created by our own
efforts and our desire to live peacefully day by day. Learning from past
experiences and to be educated in our hearts and minds is also vital in
achieving this ultimate goal. I strongly believe that each life 1is
interconnected in never ending loop of existence. Therefore, we can all
contribute something to make our world better place. No matter how small
or insignificant you think it might be, it counts, your count, we all count.
Have you ever helped someone in need ? Have you ever felt happy when
someone spoke kind words to you ? By telling people such small peace, you
are creating an opportunity for peace to ponder and grow.

I will have a dialogue with people from diverse backgrounds, and
expand my own world while getting to know others. I will steadily create
a peaceful world.

August.2022

Karino Hikaru
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Light up the corner [

People have been calling for peace for so long, but a day without war
hasn’t come yet. When I faced this reality, I felt I was powerless. It was at
that time that I first learned about the words “Light up the corner.”

To Light up the corner means to work hard in the place where you are,
you can make a big impact in due course.

Even though we try to appeal for peace to the world, there are still
weapons to hurt people on the earth. By going on appealing, we may be
able to get people’s attention. Even if only a few people have noticed, they
might tell it to their friends and the message will spread from person to
person.

Atomic bombs are cruel and sorrowful. We must not ever forget. By
“lighting up the corner,” we will continue our appeal for peace.

August.2022

Hirayama Sakurako
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To be a peaceful world

I think that peace is not only to stop waged war.

The atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima had millions of heat rays, and
the ground temperature reached 3,000~4,000 degrees. We cannot imagine
how it was for the victims.

The survivors continue to tell us their own experiences, how hard it
was. Many Atomic Bomb survivors do not want others to suffer in the
same way.

It is really important to hear what would you do if you received military
call-up papers? If you tell it to go to the war, could you refuse? We should
find a way to never start a war.

I think that the most important thing is always to be interested in
peace.

In my opinion, what leads to peace, is our feeling of gratitude, of
praying for peace and of taking action.

Shall we try to create a peaceful world together?

August.2022

Hosokawa Yuna

\ ’\ This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
E. j ,f at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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