Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To the peaceful world

To realize a peaceful world, I think people around the world should learn more about
the meaning of peace and get interested in it. If we don’t do so, nothing will happen.

First, I thought about what we can do. I think we need to hear from the survivors.
Also, it’s important to listen to people who experienced the atomic bomb in Hiroshima.
I don’t think we can understand the fear of wars unless we spread the story we heard
from home and abroad.

Recently, I hear that racism has become a problem. I think it is the main cause of
wars. Wars will happen due to racial discrimination, I think we can stop racism
rather than abolishing nuclear weapons. If you think about the feelings of others,
racism will disappear little by little.

I’d like to act so that people can get along with them and be peaceful, even if it is a

little thing.

August.2020

Sato Shiho

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ TWant to Disappear Nuclear Weapons

I want to eliminate nuclear weapons from this world. There is no good for us using
them.

Using nuclear weapons for wars kills a lot of people. In Hiroshima, there were many
victims during the World War Il 74 years ago. But nuclear weapons still exist in the

world. Again, I want this world not to have any nuclear weapons.

To make it happen, we must think more of its risks and danger. We must tell the
next and our generations about the awful war and stories of the victims, and we need
to share the ideas. To spread message, we must do it seriously.

That’s why I've decided to write this message. By leaving our thought and feelings
toward the day that was 75 years ago, we can make our hope for peace stronger. Now,
our chance that we can hear the story of the survivors is becoming fewer. When we
become older, maybe we can’t hear their story. For the future, we should leave message
and read them again, and have some time to think about peace. By doing it, I think we

can make world peace.

August.2020

Kondo Airamarie
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Accept and Thoughtful World ]

Seventy- five years ago, this city was destroyed in an instant and many innocent
lives were deprived by an atomic bomb. War took them loved ones, a happy family,
and life of course. Everything. And it left a deep scar on their hearts. We can have
normal lives now, but do you know the fact that there are people living in hard ships
and sadness by war in the world. Why? Because there are people thinking "Being
selfish is OK". They want to do what they want so they don't listen to other's thought
and then another war will happen. There is a saying "Being different is OK".
Everyone has different looks, a different way of thinking etc. So we should accept
them. We should have compassion for others and help people who get in trouble, I
think that is important. Never make war again. Don't repeat the same mistake. We
should stop thinking "It's not my business". We should think about what we can do
for peace. And we want to make a world that is full of smiles and peace. I think that

our action connects to change the world.

August.2020

Nakamichit Hinata
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ We Live in a Miracle |

About 80 years ago, many countries were at war. The war took away a lot of lives.
So, we mustn't start a new war. Or we mustn't forget the last World War.

When I saw the Peace Ceremony on TV, I found an important thing. The
number of people who know about the war has been decreasing.  To solve this, we
have to talk about the war. = We should never repeat cruel and messy wars.

Do you notice one precious thing?

What we do every day is a miracle!

We should be aware that peace is important.  And we should tell others about
war.
Please tell about tragedy of wars to your families and friends.
Let's make world peace and Let's not forget history of war and A-Bombs.

Together with people all over the world.

August.2020

Nakamura Hitomi
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ About World Peace |

I live in Hiroshima. It is a city which has been atom-bombed. An atomic bomb was
dropped about 70 years ago. Many people died of blast and radiation. They were not
only Japanese, but Korean, Taiwanese, and Japanese-American. I remembered
reading “Bare foot Gen” by Nakazawa keiji from Hiroshima. Korean atomic bomb
victims said violent languages to the Japanese and they weren't well taken care of
when they got hurt. Even though all were damaged, there was racial discrimination.

I have heard a lecture about atomic bomb victims. We can live an everyday life,
such as “I can eat a meal” “I have a family” “I can study”. People could not do these
things during the war. I think world peace is to live a life.

Now, I wonder if the world 1s peaceful.

There are racial discrimination and terrorism all over the world now.

We can start a familiar effort to make world peace. For example, we don't need to
fight, we have consideration and we accept each other's characteristics. Don't repeat
the mistake in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

We can make efforts to know about atomic bomb and we should tell the next

generation about the past war.

August.2020

Jitsumoto Miho
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Recipe For Peace

What is peace and how can we make the world a better place? I remember when I was on a
train with my friend, an old woman got on. As I was debating whether to give her my seat or
not, my friend, without hesitation, gave her seat to the old woman. Even though we want to
be kind to others, sometimes we hesitate to act, just like me. For me, peace is not only about
wars but about considering others, especially our friends and family.

The other day, I visited the Peace Memorial Museum. There I found out that the deceased had
last said the names of family and friends. A child about the same age as myself was asking for
someone to help his mother more than for someone to help him.

To make a peaceful world, we could talk and listen to our friends if they are in trouble. If
you have any happiness, share it with your family. One kind heart connects to another which
can form the chain of peace. Those are very easy ways to make peace. If everyone shares this

recipe for peace, we can make a real peaceful world.

August.2020

Miura Yuri
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A Bridge For The Peace |

It was seventy years ago since the Atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. The
number of people who can pass on about the incident is now gradually decreasing. I
knew that students like us tell the truth and participate in activities in telling the
1mportance of peace.

For example, high school students draw pictures which the victims have told them
about the scene. Not only adults, but also children are involved in volunteer activities.
I was so surprised and at the same time, I felt I should keep on telling what happened
about Hiroshima to other people.

I was born in Hiroshima. I learned about the war in my elementary school and junior
high school days, so I can tell about that and I can pass on what happened in
Hiroshima to the next generation.

It is a bridge for peace. Let’s face the past and hope for a bridge future together.

August.2020

Nakabayashi Mizuha
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The first step for peace J

A lot of innocent people died by the atomic bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
We learn about peace every summer. But people living in other prefectures don’t have
such opportunities.
Do you think it’s really correct? I want you to learn about war and think about peace.
To make peaceful world, we should change small things close to us.
For example, stop bullying or stop discrimination.
The most important thing is to think about peace and have tender heart.
I think small peace bring world peace.
I will listen to the story of the victims and hand down the stories to next generations
and foreign people. I think it’s my mission because I was born in Hiroshima.
Please think about small peace close to you with your family and friends.
Learning and thinking about peace will help the victims of war and protect people you

love in the future.

August.2020

Nakata Nanako
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I Our Mission ]

On August sixth, an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. Let's try to imagine.
Pieces of broken glass stuck in people's bodies, swollen faces, burnt clothes. Children
crying "It's hurts!" People shouting "I want water." Hiroshima was like hell. We
should learn more about "Genbaku," atomic bombs and wars. Many Japanese
people don't know about atomic bombs, so we should tell hibakusha's story to them.

What is peace? I think peace is when many people have a safe life, when everyone
smiles naturally, and 1s happy.

In Hiroshima, we have a mission to tell everyone about August 6th and the many
sacrifices made. For most people those events are past events, but for the hibakusha
they are not over yet. We must continue to learn about the past so that we don't

make the same mistakes. Let's promote peace.

August.2020

Kagawa Yoshino
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I To Make a Peaceful World |

We don’t need nuclear weapons in this world!

Seventy-five years have passed since the atomic bomb was dropped in Hiroshima.
Do you keep that August sixth tragedy in mind?

An important person visited our city last year. He was the Pope. He longs for the
abolition of nuclear weapons.

We learn about war and the importance of peace every year. Ithink there is a reason
that we learn about this. In my opinion, we learn about it because we have to make

our world peaceful by passing down the importance of peace to the next generation.

Can you imagine if you had been in Hiroshima on that day? It’s hard to imagine it
because most of my days are happy days.

I think that the key to achieving a peaceful world is to understand the importance of
peace and how to continue to pass it down to the next generation.

August.2020

Seo Ichika
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ WithEveryone'sHelp

Can you imagine?

A great light suddenly wraps around the city, and the city disappears in an instant.
I can’t imagine it. But you can imagine the feelings of those who were in the blast of
the atomic bomb. You would never see the family and friends you love ever again.
Suffering, sadness, anger, loneliness. When I look at the Atomic Bomb Dome, these
feelings are conveyed. Doesn’t your heart become heavy with pain just by thinking
about it?

On August 6, 1945, the city of Hiroshima disappeared in an instant. Not only the
city, but also the future and hope of all those people.

Even today, at this time, there are countries that are still at war. Let’s eliminate
war. That is my greatest wish. For that wish to come true I need your help. We
need to take care of ourselves. Take care of other people. Wouldn’t it be a peaceful

world without conflict if each person had that feeling? I believe it would.

August.2020

Kamimura Chidori
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Important Things J

Conflict is endless everywhere on this planet. Each country is fighting for control
through economic and military power. But to take care of your people and maintain
a safe and rich life by beating another country, you have to say that there is nothing
to gain from that.

So the most important thing is to consider the feelings of our neighbors. I think we
should both have strong hearts for each other and aim for coexistence and prosperity.
It 1s important to understand and think about the history of the past, but it is
1mpossible to advance the road to peace by itself.

I was surprised to see miserable scenes when I visited Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Museum. I felt sad to see the people in the picture. And I thought we never have
had the war.

I consider compassion and empathy to be the future of peace by thinking about
your rival first and your own needs second. I will spread this feeling through

volunteer activities.

August.2020

Fujii Mikoto
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at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A Small Thing I Can Do Now

I think everyone has thought deeply about peace. I've begun to think about peace

since I knew of sad situations. War took many important things from many people.
Family, friends, dreams, emotions and happiness. What is peace? And what

should I do for peace?

The peace I think of is one where gentle words are overflowing in our daily lives.

I think people helped each other and encouraged each other during the war. To

make such a world, I want to be a person who thinks of others. For example, in my

classroom or in my basketball club when someone is depressed or plays basketball
well, I will say “Cheer up! You can do it! You did it! Nice!
What I'm trying to do may be a small thing. However, people who receive my

words spread to the next, the world will closer to peace step by step.”

August.2020

Kawabata Hinaka
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

A mission as a child in Hiroshima |

I was born in Hiroshima on August 6th. The atomic bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima on that day 75 years ago. When I was a child, I thought it was natural to
learn about peace at school on my birthday every year. But in summer at the age of
8, I felt surprised and very sad, because I knew that many students from other
prefectures or countries didn’t know much about the tragedy of Hiroshima.

I'm thinking about how to get closer to a more peaceful world as a student in
Hiroshima. I'd like to tell the terror of atomic bombs, the uselessness of wars and the
sadness of Hiroshima. We must learn from the past not to repeat the same mistakes.
And we should hand down what we’ve learned to the next generation. That is our
mission as children born in Hiroshima.

The other day. I visited the renewed Peace Memorial Museum. I was very

shocked to watch the scene that made me want to look away. At the same time, I was
impressed by the strong desire for peace of many people.

I’d like to know about foreign cultures and history and learn more about peace
and begin to take actions. I believe we can change our future through our own
actions and strong appeals for peace.

August.2020

Tanaka June

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[Smiles make the world happy.

I think peace means people can live with a smile. Even now, wars have been
occurring in various places around the world. I think we can’t smile during wars.
Some people may have some reasons for having the war. But can they solve the
problem by only harming each other?

We have something we can do easily right now. At first, we try to increase smiles
of people around us. Next, the people try to make people around them smile. If we
can do that, we won’t have an idea of having wars. I think a peaceful world without
war will come true.

The other day, I visited the renewed Peace Memorial Museum. I was very
impressed by the strong power of the people trying to revive the city. I'd like to do my
best not to lose their bright smiles. All we need to do is think about what to do and
how to express our feelings to make each other smile.

The power of each person is very small. But if each person units together, it will

be very powerful. I'm sure we can change the world to make more peaceful one.

August.2020

Nakagawa Koyuki

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What Step Will You Take?

Individual people were trying to find happiness every day in Hiroshima. Family,
friends, memories and future. On August 6th, 1945, they were all taken away in a
moment. Everything was lost in the destruction of an atomic bomb. Nuclear weapons
are the worst things in human history. Then why were they made? To win wars. Why
do we have wars? Please think about this. Wars are started and nuclear weapons are
built by humans, and humans alone. All people think and feel different things from
each other. When people can’t accept differences and mistake, wars and struggles
arise. People act on only their own thinking. Their beliefs dominate their hearts. The
result of a pursuit of one’s own belief is the atomic bomb. But humans can stop wars
too. All people hope for a peaceful world. All people hope for happiness. If everyone
unites together, towards one goal, it will be made stronger than any other. I can’t do
anything big alone. But I can share my opinion. To make connections between people

stronger, it takes small steps. What step will you take?

August.2020

Tagucht Kana
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peace That Can Be Made Now.

Even though it has been over 70 years since the last war, Japan was directly
involved, there is a fact that we still haven't accomplished world peace. There are still
so many people struggling from wars somewhere we don't normally see.

I now know this truth, and I have one wish. I want everyone to possess kindness.

Then we can use it to bring peace into the world.

There is one thing we can do to make it happen. We should create our own levels of
peace. It can be just saying "thank you" or "I'm sorry" to express our gratitude and

apology. By everyone doing this small act, we can get close to our ultimate goal.

August.2020

Matsumoto Misaki
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Think About Peace ]

People doesn’t come to us by it self. We must built it.
In 2019 a Japanese doctor was killed in Afghanistan. His name was Nakamura
Tetsu. I didn’t know about him until I saw the news on TV. He worked with the
people of Afghanistan to make the country better. Because of climate change, people
of this country struggled with repeated shortage of both food and water.

One of people said “If we have more food and water, we don’t have to take part in
the war. We want to be with our family.

Shortage of food and water can cause a war. These things can bring them to a
horrible situation. Dr.Nakamura worked hard to help them. His great work, such as
the construction of irrigation channels or three-planting activities made me so
impressed.

I think he was trying to not only save them and their country but also stop the war.

Hiroshima where I live the place that was destroyed by the first Atomic bombing in
human history.

Everything was destroyed, however people of Hiroshima never gave up. Thanks to
their effort, our city became a beautiful and peaceful place. We should build peace
not by destruction but by knowing, understanding and helping each other. As a first

step, I will try to be aware of what is happening in the world.

August.2020

Shimotant Takafumi
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at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A Promise to Keep

My great-grand father was an atomic bomb survivor. He had never talked about
it. The memory had tortured him. I wanted him who had been tortured by the
memory to feel relieved knowing that we have peace and hope in the world now. But
he passed away a day before I could.

People say that peace 1s when: everyone 1s smiling, there are no nuclear weapons,
and when everyone is treated equally. I totally agree.

But in my opinion, the peaceful world is where everyone living on this planet can
have hope to live. I have to know about other peoples' ideas and, making my own idea
1s important. I definitely want to realize the peace I think, and I also would like to

create our future of the world.

August.2020

Yamamoto Tamaki
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at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peace Message .

We are learning about peace. Fewer people have experienced the atomic bombs
damage. What can we do for peace? I'm sure that it's important to tell the stories and
history of the victims of the atomic bomb from generation to generation.

I visited Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum the other day. I saw letters and
photos about the atomic bomb. When I saw them, I could know the suffering and
pain that the atomic bomb victims experienced, I talked with my group member and
I knew there are many students in Hiroshima and other prefectures that don't know
about the atomic bomb's damage.

My great grandfather was damaged by the atomic bomb. He died at the age of 73
before I was born, so I have never met him. I heard from my mother that he had
many traces where broken pieces of glass stuck all over his body and some burned
marks were left in the upper part of his body. When my mother was a college

student, she asked him to talk about world war I, and she recorded it on the cassette

tapes. I listened to his recorded voice when I was in elementary school.

When I heard his experience, I could imagine clearly what he went through. And I
could know the cruelty of thw war. My awareness of peace is raising more and
more. We should tell the next generation what welearned. And I want people all
over the world to think aboutthe importance of peace.

August.2020

Kodama Miko

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To Protect The Blue Sky

My name is Aoi. Aoi means blue in Japanese. My birthday is the day before the
anniversary of the atomic bombing in Hiroshima. The day was the blue sky. My
parents wanted me to keep the blue sky forever and gave me the name. I like my
name.

Hiroshima was attacked with an atomic bomb, but I learned that Japan was
attacking Asian countries too. I thought Japan was a victim until now. I'm scared
not to know. I'm a student, so I think I can’t do much for world peace. We should
first study to avoid repeating the mistakes made by the old.

President Obama visited Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park in 2016. I was happy
at this time that he would let more people abroad know that Hiroshima was attacked
by an atomic bomb. However, prior to this event, I learned that Japan attacked
Pearl Harbor in the U.S, and I thought we had to go there and learn more than what
was written in the textbooks.

World peace 1s never easy, so I move to protect the blue sky.

August.2020

Ohba Aoi

181 words
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students

to People of the World

[ Peace Message .

During the peace project internship, I visited the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Museum for the first time in my life. In the museum, I saw photos of the atomic
bomb survivors and some remnants were displayed. Also, there are things that tell
us how people at that time lived everyday. Their daily lives were not much different
from ours. But their lives were totally destroyed immediately without any notice. I
think about what happened thereafter, and also think about how easily people’s life
was changed. Now, I truly realize how dangerous and awful atomic bombs are. We
must not forget this tragedy, that was caused by humans, so as not to make it
happen again. To make peace world come true, it is important to know the effects
caused by atomic bombs and learn from what happened in Hiroshima. Also, everyone
should have their personal opinion for peace. It is important to put their opinions
together and make one goal that everyone can aim for and try to make it come true.
That idea needs to be shared by everyone in this country, regardless of their political

ideology or cultural identity.

August.2020

Sayane Ishii
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JR IS D REAINS WO N 2 ~DFFAy 72—

[ FEFaAyE—Y

FRTm Y= NOWHE T, FATIHD TIRKEFRRLSERHE 2RI E Lc, £ JITI3EH
EZOHT2DOFTER, HBELIZMDPERINTWE L, 72, N EAREIZHFAERE
Eo TV bDeH D F Lic, #ODAEFBIFZED DL REDHY £HEATL,
UL, MO OFRERATET BRI L TEINTLE 272D TY, FATRERE T S/
Dotz Fio, WHDAEFENNE BHEICEZONTLE 2 IOV TERLE L,
AL FNTFBOMBRS LRBA L I 2 0O HFT 52 R TEE L, FAZEE, AMICE-T
FIEEZ SN ZOEBIZHFORY KT Z RN E S, BRI I Ldiidnwid s
oo RN 2 FHLT 5 72 DITITR TR L DR, IRETREZ s Teha b 2 &
MKREITY, ZL T, REMNERMCHT 2 AHOBREARSR&ETY, ThHOERE DI
FLo, HRHMNLTHEBET ZLEDTELT—VEEY LT A Z ENKRUITEERITEZ XL ET,
ZDT AT 4 TIEBIRR 2 DERC UL 72 F OBV EZ R iz TRERICIF SN L&
ERRWET,

A2 (2020) 4E8 A

b WEE

ZDAytE—UH— RiE, FRRREARO [FIEO1O
B BTNV EBOFAREFIH L OOV ET,




Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To Hold Hands

Do you know”the Flame of Peace”? It is set in Peace Park in Hiroshima, the first
place in the world that the atomic bomb was dropped. The "Flame" will be kept on
until nuclear weapons disappear from the earth. I want to put out this "Flame".
What shall we do to put this light out?

Mr.Tsuboi, who is one of the survivors, has been working for the nuclear abolition
movement. He said, "We have to hold hands with people in the world all the time. It
1s humans' duty. When I heard his words, I thought we have to know the current
situation in foreign countries. There are some areas where many disputes are
happening. If we know the causes of the conflicts, we can know how to solve them
and that will enable us to "hold hands".

Holding hands means mutual understanding. If we talk about nuclear weapons and
know the tragedy of nuclear weapons, we can get rid of them and put the "Flame of

Peace" out.

August.2020

Haitant Aya

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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