Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The Baton to the Future

When our school was suddenly closed due to the epidemic of Covid-19,
I was shocked because I couldn’t meet my friends or play volleyball. I
realized that our peaceful daily lives are precious.

War and nuclear weapons can destroy our everyday lives in an
instant. But I believe we can stop them. And we must.

The monument for the atomic bomb victims in the Peace Memorial
Park says, “ In peace ; For we shall not repeat the evil”. I was so
impressed when I read it. The war must not be repeated again.

I really want to do something for world peace. I want to keep telling
the next generations about the tragedies of the war. We should not
make the mistake again. If we keep trying, nuclear weapons will
disappear one day. And the world will be full of smiles.

I will pass the baton to the future.

August.2021

Imaeda Kaoruko



JKEDHLEDO RO N 2 ~DFFI A T—

[ RK~DASR ]

Z2IR, Blan 7 4 )V AFRAT DT80 | FADMRBN g o T e FAIKTEH L
Z IO RIFEIp S — R — LN TEIp o2 Tray 7Tl W B
DREITHLERNEL, g TG BIRICIOICFAT= DO B &2 —b
WL TEELTLENET, Ll FA2BiE, FNox 1D AZ LN TEET, ZL
T, LT U W Ed A,

S DOMNRFE S A EICH D UG LR E RIEIZIEL, IROIDITEL N TNVE
T, ["ZHNITIRS T RSN, BT IR EE DD, | FATZENZEREA
7EeE, ETHIESR AT L, BT LD IR LTIV ER AL,

FLE, AR O 7= DI LT EFER W E T, BRFORBA LS E RO
M2 FETT-WEBRWET, - BIE b2 T _RETIEHYEE A,

B2 T TOT IR, g TV o0/l hTL YD, £ LT, HHARITEETH
SNDHEELTWET, REA~D/ASRZ D72 TONEET,

A3 (2021) 4E8 A

S EF



Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Three Things to Do

Many times, we’ve heard “We must not repeat the mistake again.” This
1s the message from the victim’s families of the atomic bomb that was
dropped 76 years ago. They lost their loved ones, their family members
and their friends. I wonder how we should understand what this message
means and how we can pass it down to the next generation. What can I do
as a student who lives in Hiroshima?

When I was in the 6th grade, I visited the Peace Park and saw the
memorial monument for Korean victims. There was an old man praying
for those that had lost their lives, and for world peace. Tens of thousands
of Korean people lived in Hiroshima at that time. We should know that
the victims were not only Japanese.

The importance of life is the same for everyone. We have to speak up
for the preciousness of life and the importance of peace not only in Japan
but around the world. We have to create a world with no war. We have to
keep learning, thinking, and acting for peace, so that we won’t repeat the
same mistake again.

August.2021

Takimoto Yuna



JKEDHLEDO RO N 2 ~DFFI A T—

[ +3_&3-50z¢ |

[EICIE B2 KL TIIWVNT 72V | ZO S EEA L= BII T ES HIZL-2803H
nE9,

AR TOERT, [N BICIE BT R FREBIZ L > TIRL W KRB F RO KN,
ZLTURDGITE T EONT-ZDHEIBEBE DO F O LrbDAyE—TT, Z
DEEEFTZHITEDIDNTZITEY, TN TV ENTEDTLLID, #E
JRHR I E DR B2 E kA Z LI TL 29D,

R/ INFOHFEAE DU | SRR D58 E N USRS R R MU OV T
R EBIAT O CAT-ZERHVET, FITBENT-EST-B O _FIZHAE)
B, FD EICNEEAN AT @ENE TSN TOET, 2R EEDORITEOY
ICFSTHRKTHI VI EERHHEHITT,

FTZE DR, ZORIFEMOBNAT IR, KEDT, FeibETnH— ADITE
NERNTELTZ, 2013 BT WA E Btz L, 5oz &% DE
BEETZBATVSITWDEITT, BRI K> TR T B AN
FTTIEHDEE A, YIRFIRBIZITETT NOFEE-FEE AN DT 2 BBONTZE)T
T, DO EIIFEC T,

REEIZ B2 DN Tfanld, mOBSE O RYISE, BARZ T TR
IR 2 RO EZN TV ETT,

DD, B2 D ATENT D, | 2T RICIE B AR IS 720N T2 DK
PI2pZ LTIV TL IO,

A3 (2021) 4E8 A

AN R



Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To Be Happy Together .

Is the world peaceful now? The answer is no.

At this moment, a war 1s taking place somewhere in the world.

Many precious lives, smiles and memories will be lost.

Discrimination begins when we don’t recognize our differences in race,
religion and ideas.

Then war begins.

We choose to force the other person to obey our own desires.

It happens around us every day.

We need to respect each other for our coexistence and co-prosperity.

We don’t need guns or nuclear weapons to make the world a better
place.

We need to discuss how to make everyone happy and help each other.

All of us must do it.

As Hiroshima citizens, what we can do 1s tell people from other
countries about how terrible, painful and foolish war is.

What we can do is chase our dreams with respect for others, and with
a smile.

August.2021

Yamaji Haruht
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The Hidden War in Everyday
Life |

Do you know Dr. Marcel Junod? He was a Swiss doctor for the Red
Cross who sent a lot of relief supplies after the bombing of Hiroshima.
Many people were saved by his actions. He was a man who was not
brought up in Hiroshima but who was moved to help those in need. From
this, I realized the senselessness of judging a person by race. When the
war ended, those who suffered from the after effects of the atomic bomb
were verbally abused and discriminated against by other Japanese
people. I thought this was a part of war.

Have you been or encountered someone who has been ignored or
verbally insulted? I cannot agree that we live in a peaceful world until
all discrimination and bullying disappears. How long will we have to
wait until those concerned with war and race understand what is right?
Ignorance and indifference lead to bullying and conflict.

However there are many ways we can get rid of ignorance and
indifference. For example, we can know the truth of what is going on
around the world and who is suffering by being more aware of our
surroundings.

Even today, war is lurking in our everyday life. I believe that we will
have peace when each of us chooses to help and understand others
without prejudice, just as Dr. Junod did.

August.2021

Anjiki Saya
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Joining Powers Together

“I can do things you can’t. you can do things I can’t ; together we can
do great things.” This is the Nobel Peace Prize-winning Mother’-
Teresa’s quote. 76 years after the atomic bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, we are fighting an invisible enemy called
the new coronavirus. Because of this difficult time. we must make use
of what we have learned from the tragic experiences of the past. What
can each of us do now? That action may be able to make someone smile
across international borders. If I can regain my smile, it is a big step
towards peace. There are many things that can be maintained without
using force. I would like to work hand in hand with people all over the
world. To realize the wonderfulness of world peace. I want to do my best
to make people smile.

Take action for peace!

August.2021

Kawada Honoka
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Let’s move forward towards
peace J

76 years have passed since an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.
Now, Hiroshima is a beautiful city surrounded by nature. We may feel that
war 1s somebody else’s problem, but it’'s not. When I visited Peace
Memorial Museum, I saw Shigeru’s lunch box. I imagined that people in
Hiroshima were spending their daily lives as usual on that day but an
atomic bomb destroyed them in a moment. The other day, I had a chance
to have a talk with hibakusha. 1 felt the terrible experience has clearly
remained in her even though more than 70 years have passed. I couldn’t
perfectly imagine what happened that day but it made me so sad and
speechless. How would you feel if a loved one died? I would lose hope to
live.

There are still some areas at war. We must stop it so no more innocent
people will get hurt. It may take a long time to end all wars, but I will tell
the next generation about the hibakusha’s message as a child born in
Hiroshima. I can’t meet everyone around the world, but I can send them
messages through the Internet. It is important for us to work together,
and to think about each other to make the world peaceful. We can all do
small things to achieve peace. Let’s take a step forward towards peace
together.

August.2021

Muranaka Sora
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Hiroshima August 6th 1945 ]

It was on that day that an atomic bomb took the lives of more than
100,000 men, women and children.

76 years later, survivors continue to tell their stories. We listen to their
experiences, their memories and their losses. Their words and voices have
inspired us and people from around the world to call for peace.

So, we mustn’t forget what happened on August 6th 1945. We mustn’t
forget those that lost their lives. In addition, we mustn’t forget those
memories that have been passed onto us. If we forget, those voices will
disappear forever. And so too will our hope for peace.

But as time passes, soon it will be our duty to continue sharing their
stories and memories to future generations.

August.2021

Ideguchi Aot
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Our Prayer for World Peace J

I have a family. I have friends. I live a full life, enjoying every day.
How about you?

Now, COVID-19 has spread all over the world. Can we say “We are
in peaceful spirits”? I don’t think so. One of the reasons is that some
people are selfish and they don’t care about others.

Let’s look at the world situation. Wars are still going on in some
parts of the world. Some countries are still making and keeping nuclear
weapons. Did you know that?

Japan is the only country to have been hit by the atomic bomb. As
Japanese people, we should tell everyone around the world about how
scary nuclear weapons truly are. That is our role. That is our duty.

I want everyone to know what is happening in the world and to think
about what peace is. To know the current situation is the first step to
connect with people. We should think about what peace is and cherish
each other.

I hope for world peace.

August.2021

Kurahashi Hiyori
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To make bright future. ]

If your life was lost by war, how would you feel? If your family or
friends were afflicting in front of you, how would you feel? On August
sixth, many people’s lives were lost by only one bomb. Many people’s
face were swollen so terribly that they couldn’t blink. Their bodies were
tint with red in pieces of broken glasses. If a person needed water, they
couldn’t give it because that person would die. No matter how they
wanted to help a man loaded down, they couldn’t help. Hibakusha had
trauma and they are suffering. War robs many people’s lives, youth and
happiness. There is no genuine winner in war. We mustn’t duplicate
the same mistake. Then, what do we have to do? I think to think
about war and peace and to put ideas into action are important. They
are very difficult. I could become a messenger, so I think about them a
lot, but the more I think, the more I can’t understand about them. 1
can’t think about them deeply and I don’t know right answer. But I
know to have my own opinion is important. Cause of war is in our lives.
Even quarrel over trifles, if it swells, it may become war. We must
avoid such a useless struggle in our lives. I think dialogue is the
opposite of war. It’s because when we do dialogue with someone, we
don’t use violence, so I try to settle arguments by making dialogue. We
can do many things to make a peaceful world. To think about it each of
us is important. Many people often say “we mustn’t duplicate the same
mistake like Hiroshima” but why do many people around the world still
suffer from war? Why are weapons still being made. If you don’t want to
repeat a mistake, if you want to make a peaceful world, please think
about them and put ideas into action. We will dialogue with the past and
the future until “the light of peace” fade.

August.2021

Kagawa Yoshino
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For the Future |

“Peace” is about having hopes and dreams. “Peace” is about being
able to smile naturally. “Peace” is about living everyday life as usual. We
have brilliant dreams and hopes. We have friends and family who
naturally make us smile. We can spend our daily lives as usual.

August 6, 1945, the “peace” in Hiroshima was taken away by a single
bomb. It was said that nothing would grow in Hiroshima for 75 years.

But Hiroshima has become such a beautiful city thanks to people’s
thoughts and cooperation. We, the children of Hiroshima, have learned
and talked about peace.

We must continue to tell people about the horror of the atomic bomb,
the importance of cooperation, and the feelings of the atomic bomb
SUrvivors.

There are people in this world who can’t have dreams and hopes. There
are people who can’t smile. There are people who can’t live their daily lives
as usual. So we must help them and teach them about the importance of
peace.

August.2021

Watanabe Yumeha
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Like the “Aogiri” Trees J

Do you know the trees called “Aogiri?” There are many standing as a
symbol of peace in Hiroshima, even now.

In 1945, a bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. The city was engulfed in
flames and many lives were taken away. It was said that “Nothing will
grow for 75 years” in Hiroshima.

But, a miracle happened the following year. The sprouts of Aogiri trees
rose from the ground. It gave people hope. I realized that certain things,
no matter how trivial, have the power to move people’s hearts and make
people happy. We should become people who can give hope like the Aogiri
trees did. And, we should learn about the incident from that time. Telling
someone about it 1s also important. I think we can achieve peace by doing
these things.

There are a lot of second-generation Aogiri trees in Hiroshima now.
Let’s tell the history of Hiroshima and the importance of the Aogiri trees
to our future generation.

And, let’s pray for peace with people around the world.

August.2021

Matsuoka Miyo
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Thank you. J

I have important people in my life. They smile every morning and say
good morning, and congratulate me on my birthday. When I'm sick, they
are worried about me, and they help me when I'm in trouble. I feel happy
every day I spend with such nice and kind people.

However, I have never been able to express my gratitude to them.
Can you say thank you to your loved ones? What if you suddenly lose a
loved one? I can’t stop shaking just from imagining it. I would like to
thank you in a letter or action before I regret not saying it.

If everyone says thank you, everyone will be happy. In fact, I've had
many experiences where I was in a good mood after I helped someone and
that person said, “Thank you.”

“Thank you.” If such words are heard all over the world, I think we
can take a step toward peace. Since I noticed that, I've been planning to
do something more useful and get a job to help people in countries like
Afghanistan and Syria who are still suffering from conflict and starvation.
Would you like to take an action that someone can be thankful for, even
once a day together?

August.2021

Yamamoto Miku
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Why do People Fight? |

Why do people fight wars in spite of losing countless lives? What do we
fight for?

In reality, war gives us nothing. Only deep sorrow.

I visited the Peace Memorial Museum the other day. I stopped when I
saw what a girl said. She said, “there are beautiful flowers in heaven, so
I want to go to heaven soon.” 76 years ago, and even now we live in a
world in which children younger than me die miserably. Because there
are people who make weapons that take lives in an instant. I can’t
believe that such people live in the same world and are human beings.
And if there 1s a single nuclear weapon in the world, the peace we want
will not come to us.

Also, war is not the only thing that hurts people. You can hurt people
with hurtful words. Even words can be weapons that hurt people’s
feelings.

Our hands and feet are for helping, not for hurting. Our mouth is for
giving courage, not for abusing. We would like to create a peaceful world
by holding hands and talking to each other warmly.

August.2021

Fukuda Chinatsu
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Don’t Be Afraid to Learn the
Past

Several days after August 6, 1945 when the atomic bomb was dropped.
My great-grandmother, who lived in Yamaguchi, entered a radioactive
Hiroshima city to look for her fiance, who was bombed and exposed to
radiation. She couldn’t find her fiance. We still don’t know a lot of details.
She died 8 years ago. My father regrets not having heard her story a little
more.

It’s been 76 years since the war. The last remaining survivors will
surely disappear in the near future. Therefore, we should spread
information about the cruelty of the atomic bomb and stupidity of the war.
To that end, we must continue learning. Fortunately, there are a lot of
notes of the atomic bomb victims. There are documents, photographs,
pictures, and comics, too. Our hearts will surely ache when we see them.
But, I strongly believe that the pain is the first step to thinking about the
preciousness of peace and life.

August.2021

Matsumoto Chinami
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I Born in Hiroshima ]

Our life 1s greatly affected by COVID 19. We have led a convenient
life , but it 1s changing now. Our daily lives have been lost.

However, COVID 19 is not the only thing that robbed our daily lives.

On August 6th,1945, only one atomic bomb took the lives of many
ordinary people. The lives of survivors also changed on that day.

Now the number of atomic bomb survivors is decreasing. I'm afraid
that the chances to talk and think about peace will also decrease in the
future. I think that we must listen to the voices of bomb survivors and
think about peace more. Because we were born in Hiroshima.

Nuclear weapons were invented by humans, made by humans, and
used by humans’ hands. So the prevention or elimination of atomic
bombing should also be done by human beings. Creating a peaceful world
should be the mission of humans that made a big mistake 76 years ago.
We must prevent another incident similar to the tragedy 76 years ago and
create a more peaceful world in the future. I believe a peaceful world with
no nuclear weapons will come.

August.2021

Okutant Kanon
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The First Step to Peace

What is peace? Having family and friends. A lot of nature and smiles.
Being able to eat warm rice. For us, peace is when we can live ordinary
lives. Even today, there are areas where racial discrimination and
terrorism are occurring. We mustn’t turn our eyes away from this fact and
become indifferent.

Even the slightest discrimination can lead to war. As the phrase “ten
people, ten colors” implies, no two humans are the same.

I think that each person must be recognized. The problem of bullying
that is familiar to us i1s also a stupid act that hurts people. It’s easy to
pretend that it doesn’t matter to you, but it’s important to say “no” there.
Communicating your thoughts to the other person is the first step toward
peace. It’ s our mission to tell more people in our own way about the tragic
events of Hiroshima in the past. Peace begins with communication.

August.2021

Goda Kaho
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ We Make Peace with Paper
Cranes J

As part of the student council initiative, I made paper cranes at
school the other day. I made them and wished for world peace.

76 years ago, only one atomic bomb killed more than 140,000 people.
The people were affected by blast waves, heat rays, and radiation from
the atomic bomb. The atomic bomb blast was more than twice as
powerful as a typhoon, and it sent many buildings flying in an instant.
Hiroshima got as hot as 3000 to 4000 degrees and many people suffered
from illness due to the effects of radiation.

Could you imagine these situations? I can’t. However, there are still
many bombs in the world now. So, I want as many bombs as possible to
be eliminated.

Paper cranes are a symbol of wishing for peace. Additionally, people
living in the world can make paper cranes even if languages are different,
even if paper cranes are different in each country. Through paper cranes,
we can make the world peaceful. Shall we make paper cranes to strive for
world peace? Let’s pray for peace together.

August.2021

Ogawa Miho
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Understand and our Happiness =
Peace

Each persons' idea of happiness is different.
Our forms of happiness; My family , my friends and I are different.
I don’t think that the world i1s in peace now.
Some countries have a stable economy and people can live a rich
lifestyle,
yet other countries don’t eat enough food and people live a poor
lifestyle.
Is this a peaceful world?
Atomic bomb victims wish for world peace and tell us with courage.
We can show this courage to the world.
I hope that we can respect and understand our ideas and our
interests.
I want to be a messenger for the peace of the world. We will
understand many kinds of ideas through our school lives.

August.2021

Oshita Koharu
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Think J

Do you guys know what Peace means? The dictionary says “Our lives
are calm without war”. But I think “everyone thinks about it together
especially for Atomic survivors”. We have heard many times that
Hiroshima and Nagasaki were bombed in World War I1. We live in the city,
Hiroshima, So I think we should take responsibility for our actions And
we should have a good relationship not as the enemy of war. We have to
be careful in a lot of ways because we live in the city and prefecture of
Hiroshima wishing for Peace. I hope we become close mutually as an ally
not as the enemy.

Lastly, I won’t be able to achieve these things for my message on my
own. But I think this message can change the idea of people, And we’ll be
able to increase awareness on our side.

Why don’t you think of the meaning of “Peace”?

August.2021

Suzue Neneka
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What I Can Do for the Future J

When Hiroshima was damaged by the atomic bomb, it was said that
no vegetation would grow for 75 years. But now, it is completely green.

No matter how terrible the situation, I think we can build a bright
future if people work together. What do you think you can do for peace?

In Hiroshima, various people, from small children to adults, learn the
importance of peace, and everyone takes action that leads to peace.

We should try to make peace with everyone in the world. Also, we
should think and take action to prevent other incidents from happening
in the future.

This will lead to peace.

August.2021

Nakamoto Erena
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For a Peaceful World |

In 1945 August 15th, Hiroshima city was attacked by Atomic Bomb.
Not only were many people killed, but also animals and plants.

What is your image for Peace? In my opinion, “peace” means people
can live with freedom and smile. For this purpose, we do not need
Nuclear Weapons. We have to dispose of them.

However, is it possible? For this purpose, people all over the world
have to cooperate with each other. It isn’t easy. For that purpose, we can
tell people our message. It is very important for us. We know what
happened in the past in Hiroshima, and the many sad stories. And we
have to know what happens in the world now.

I think we should not kill each other. Not only that, bullying, neglect,
and discrimination are also wars in their own way. We can’t change the
past, but we can change the future. Every little thing we can do will lead
to a peaceful world.

August.2021

Okuura Yui
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What is Peace?

The atomic bomb was dropped in Hiroshima on August sixth. 140,000
people died. Even the laughter disappeared. What is peace? Can you
think of it right away? I'm not sure now, but I think laughing with each
other is one step towards it. The standard of peace is ambiguous. Still, I
think the perception of being “happy and laughing” is the same all over
the world. So I want to take care of my family and my friends. I will
think about other people’s views too. I will start with peace that is
familiar to me.

There 1s discrimination in the world. But even if our skin color,
country, and language are different, we are still the same human.
Humans can both help and hurt. Which action do you want to take?
Maybe many people will choose the latter. Then what can we do? An A-
bomb Survivor once said “indifference is also a war.” Indifferent to that
reality, just looking away is a part of the war. So I want you to see the
current situation in the world. How great would it be if everyone could
laugh? Let’s create a world where you can laugh with people of different
races and countries.

Lastly, “What is peace?” What is your answer now?

August.2021

Sasaki Kaede
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For peace, for everyone. ]

One atomic bomb blew away the lives and happiness of more than
one hundred thousand people in an instant.

Hiroko Kajiyama, who was a victim of this bomb, asked “Do you think
the Hiroshima Prefectural Industrial Promotion Hall can teach the
public about the bomb’s power?” The next year, she died from radiation
sickness.

The building was likely to be demolished, so her friends who knew
her wish worked hard for its preservation. The preservation movement
was successful, so the Atomic Bomb Dome still stands today.

We must fulfill the hopes of the many people who have experienced
war like her. I don’t want you to see this tragic incident as just a past
event, and we should teach the next generation about the horrors of war.

And we have to check the meaning of peace once more. What does
peace mean to you? I think that we can’t define one simple meaning of
peace.

A more peaceful world can come true if we keep this question in mind,
and if we aim to have the world accept different points of view.

The thoughts people build up have the great power to change the world.

August.2021

Goto Mio
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Everyone’s Goal is “Peace” [

In your life, how often have you thought about world peace? When I
had a chance to hear the story about the “hibakusha,” I noticed that
there were so many things to think and know about peace.

76 years have passed since the atomic bomb fell on Hiroshima.

Therefore, I feel that more and more people don’t deeply know about
it. To not repeat the same tragedy, we must continue to tell many people
about it. However, I know the fact that not only Hiroshima, but other
places also have painful past or present situations.

Now, the world is suffering from COVID-19. But I found that people
around the world are cooperating with each other so they can get back
their peaceful daily lives. I realized that the world is connected and
everyone’s goal is “peace.” So people should help each other for world
peace. Let’s all do what we can do. I've decided to take action first. My
first step is to talk about the importance of peace, the horror of wars, and
the history of Hiroshima and Nagasaki with my family and friends. I
believe that it will lead to the world peace we all want in the future.

August.2021

Hasegawa Rin
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The World of “So Many Men,
So Many Minds” ]

There was a time when I hurt my best friend. It was because my
opinion was different from hers. At that time, my teacher taught me the
expression “So many men, so many minds.” This means that each of us is
unique with different tastes, thoughts, and personalities. There are
many people in school, and we each have a different way of thinking.

I have had experiences where I couldn't do things on my own, but I
could do them when I worked with my friends. We can say the same
things when we study. It's because we are all different in our own ways.
We have strengths and weaknesses. If we can respect our differences, we
can make our world a better place.

From now on, I hope to actively communicate with my friends, learn
and share different ideas, and have respect for each other, even when we
face a problem. I think that the smallest things can lead to world peace.

August.2021

Murakami Mai
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Our Peace

“Peace” to me means that we can smile from the heart, and learn
what we want to know about the world.

An insincere smile is a fake smile. No one can truly become happy
when they are experiencing something difficult. An insincere smile can
come from the feeling that we don't want to break up a relationship with
our friends. Even if you look at the “grownup” world it seems to be that
way. I think the same could be said about bullying.

When we express our opinions equally and understand each other's
opinions, we can maybe say that the world has found some peace.

Furthermore, there are still many people who cannot read or write in
many countries. There are also many people who don't know about the
organizations in the world. To improve our society, it is important to
educate ourselves. It 1s important that everyone has a right to learn
equally. We must make a society where anyone can express their
opinions and ideas regardless of where they are from.

What can I do for world peace right now? As a member of the
Hiroshima community, I'd like to think of this question more deeply. I'd
like to be a person who treats everyone equally. I will continue to keep
learning. From the bottom of my heart, I hope that everyone around me
will spend their lives with many smiles.

August.2021

Sato Kosuke
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I Kindness Makes the World
Peaceful

It’s been 75 years since that August 6th.

On August 6th last year, Mr. Nishi, a survivor of the atomic bomb, told
me about the landscape after the atomic bomb was dropped. When I first
heard the story from a person who was actually exposed to the atomic
bomb, I really felt the horror of it. I began to think about peace after
listening to Mr. Nishi’s story.

First of all, I thought about the peace around me. When I was in
elementary school, I had made someone angry and fought with my friends.
The reason for the fight was that I acted without thinking about the
feelings of others. After I became a junior high school student, I began to
think about others, and I didn’ t have many fights with my friends.
Thinking of others has resulted in peace in my daily life.

Thinking about others is important not only for improving the
relationships in school life, but also for making better human
relationships in the world. There are wars in the world today, and many
problems have not been solved. However, just like human relationships, if
you have the heart to think about others and the desire to help each other,
1t will lead to a solution.

Now, we are trying to overcome the new coronavirus in the world. This
1s the time for us to be kind to each other, and I want to find something so
that everyone in the world can live a happy and peaceful life.

August.2021

Nakaso Anri
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ I Hope Everyone Can Live Safely
and With Peace of Mind

76 years ago an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, and more
than 100,000 lives were lost.  Many kinds of bombs were dropped not
only on Hiroshima, but also in other prefectures. Today, nuclear weapons
that can kill many people are still on Earth. That’s why some people
are living in fear somewhere now.

I hope for a peaceful world where all nuclear weapons and wars are
gone, and everyone can live safely and with peace of mind. The treaty
on the prohibition of nuclear weapons has been ratified. The first step
toward peace 1s to unite and wish for peace. We must first make
friends with neighboring countries, such as South Korea, North Korea,
China, and Russia, and unite in the pursuit of peace. = Korean bands
such as BTS and NIZIU are very popular in our class. We want to learn
more about Korean food, music, the education system, products, and
other kinds of culture. I hope the world will be peaceful.

Thank you for listening to my speech.

August.2021

Hidaka Saki
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Never Repeat Hiroshima |

On August sixth, 1945, people were about to start their daily life in
Hiroshima.

Suddenly, a strong light blinded the town and a flame destroyed
everything.

Countless people died from the terrifying atomic bomb.

76 years have passed since then, Hiroshima has revived.

However, some people still haven’t learned anything.

Today, the world has about 13,000 nuclear weapons.

Nuclear weapons cause only tragedy.

I know the sad history of Hiroshima, because I was born here, and I
have a lot of opportunities to learn, but how about people in other places?

“We can overcome most ignorance. Just we don’t want to know.”

This 1s the maxim of Aldous Huxley.

As this word shows, we must tell others about the facts of Hiroshima,
our feelings towards the tragedy, and strong hope for peace.

Let’s make it our mission.

Unfortunately, we can’t change the past, however, we can change the
future if we know the facts, eliminate nuclear weapons, and stop wars.

I'm sure we can make peace by changing our way of thinking.

Each one of us has that power.

Let’s “Never repeat this evil act.”

August.2021

Ogasahara Maki
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Think About The War Again

I'm living in the world now but there are many people dying by now
in the world. By the way, do you know how many people who had been
fighting for their country die? I have heard about the war twice. The first
time was from my great-grandfather who is an Atomic Bomb survivor.
He said that the war was too bad to live in peace but it needed to realize
the foolish mistakes of each country. And he also said people could start
to look at a new peaceful life after an Atomic Bomb-drop. Moreover, the
second time was from Hibakusha, an Atomic Bomb survivor. After the
fighting, she got across ways of human life through the war to the world.
She always said “I'm sorry. The first attack was made by Japan” every
time she met people all over the world and then she started to talk. Then
I felt she wanted to change something after an Atomic Bomb-drop.

Listening to them, I think the same point of two opinions is to
continue peaceful lives in the future after that Atomic Bomb.
Experienced Atomic Bomb survivors are getting less because of aging, so
they will go away in the near future. We have to hand down their peace
of mind to the next life in order not to turn into dust. If we can do it, we
will be able to live peaceful lives forever. The key to the problem is in the
actions of people all over the world.

August.2021

Oyama Mao
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The Dialogue for Peace

On May 27, 2016, Former President Obama became the first sitting
president to visit Hiroshima. I was very impressed that he hugged an A —
bomb victim after having finished his speech.

I went to Hawaii before, and have visited Pearl Harbor. I was shocked
when I looked at the fuel that has continued leaking even now that 75
years had passed. It is called ‘black tears’. Former President Obama took
such actions even though his country was also attacked.

We should think about “war” from a broader perspective. It is important
for us to be considerate of each other. It’s not easy to change their minds,
but I might be able to change my own mind.

Let’s have a dialogue and respect each other.

August.2021

Yuji Maaya
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