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Observing 80 years
since the atomic bombing

Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Avoiding The Same Mistakes

This is what happened in Hiroshima 80 years ago. On that day, the city, the smiles of the people,
and the lives of loved ones were wiped out in an instant. It was 8:15 a.m. on August 6, 1945, and
people were welcoming a new morning. Everything went white before their eyes, and they could no
longer see anything. What they saw afterwards was a tragedy that is hard to put into words.
Houses were destroyed, and the city became a burnt field. It is hard to imagine this from the
perspective of Hiroshima today.

Among the people, there was one girl who survived. Her name was Sasaki Sadako, and she was
the model for the Children's Atomic Bomb Statue. Although she was exposed to radiation as a child,
she grew up healthy and was even selected as a relay runner in elementary school. However, when
she was 12 years old, she developed leukemia and was unable to attend junior high school. Hoping
to regain her strength, she began folding cranes, but she passed away on October 25th. The cranes
she folded at that time are on display at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, and continue to
convey to visitors Sadako's desire to "live." And people all over the world continue to fold cranes
with prayer. Do you know why?

Let's think about peace in our everyday lives. Have you ever said "no" to someone? I'm sure you
have said it to your family and friends. But don't you have time you can't say "no"? For example,
when a friend said things you didn't like, you couldn't tell him how you felt. When someone did
something annoying you, you were afraid to say "no". In fact, things like this happened during
wartime too. There was a time that people couldn't tell their feeling. Even if people didn't want to
go to the battlefield, they couldn't say "no". Even if they didn't want to say "yes", they had to.

The war is over, and in today's Japan, you won't be killed if you say "no." Thanks to the efforts
of our predecessors, we have a society where people can easily express their opinions. Still, bullying
and one-sided slander on social media hurt the hearts of many people. What can we do now? I think
it's about expressing our intention to say "no" to things we don't like, and creating an environment
where it's easy to say "no" to bullying. To do this, we need to notice people who are in trouble or
suffering, listen to them, reach out and connect with them, and act together to solve the problem.
It's important to stop being indifferent. Everyone knows that we shouldn't do things that other
people find unpleasant. In order to eliminate war, let's realize peace around you!

August.2025

Yamagisht Sara

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Observing 80 years
since the atomic bombing

Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Where is peace now?

Where do you think peace is now? I think I would say very far away in the future just a while
ago. I thought I and world was far from peace considering the differences of opinion with family
and friends, and accidents I see on the news every morning. However, I realized that peace
exists closer than I thought through studying war. The every day life I took for granted was
peaceful and irreplaceable.

I went to the Atomic Bomb Museum many times for the study of war. However, it is hard to
look at the remains of war. I was especially touched with the last words of the victims. “It
hurts, hurts!” “Hot! Water!” “Help! Mother!” “I don’t want to die...... ” “How could this happened
to me?” “My son, Where are you?” “I am sorry I cannot save you.” Each of those who perished,
as well as those who survived, all cried out from the depths of their hearts. They seem to
whisper not only cruelty of war and the pain of people, but also how peaceful and precious
every day is. Seeing those words, hearing those voices, I realized for the first time that peace
had always been there.

However, now that 80 years have passed since the end of war in Japan, I think there are many
people who take their days for granted and think it is natural that tomorrow will come. Have
you though about the days where you laugh with someone, eat enough food and sleep in your
bed while looking forward to tomorrow? However, there are many people who cannot live every
day like that in this world. Please imagine, your hometown crumbling because of war, the view
of a child who lost a parent. What can be heard are the sounds of someone crying and the
rumbling of a stomach. Not knowing if they will be able to eat today, with no guarantee that
tomorrow will come, they fall asleep in fear, thinking of their family who may never come back.
There are still people experiencing this every day. Please don’t forget this fact. If you look at
them and listen carefully, you will realize that peace is right where you are. A hometown over
flowing with greenery, children playing energetically. What can be heard are sounds of
laughter and a hum of a song. Live a peaceful life every day, as if it were natural to the world.
At first let’s think of the peace that is right under our feet?

August.2025

Yaoamamoto Runa

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

i Step

When I learned about peace, I had a chance to listen to the Atomic Bomb survivors.
They talked about their deep sadness. Some of them felt guilty because they survived,
while their families and friends didn’t. Others were worried that the bomb might hurt
their children in the future. They have lived with this pain for a long time.

One person said they worked at a factory and they made weapons, they didn’t know
they were helping the war until it ended. These stories made me think more seriously
about peace. I began to feel that peace is not only a big word. It is something important
for me. That was a big step for me.

I can learn these things because the survivors are brave. They talk about their sad
stories to help us make a peaceful future. I thank them and never forget their courage.

Also, we must understand that Japan was not the only country hurt by war. If we
only look at our country’s pain and say, “The other country is bad,” we will not get real
peace.

Many people in the world also think about peace. For example, many foreign
visitors come to the Peace Memorial Park in Hiroshima. They visit the Peace Museum
and pray in front of the memorial. I can feel their hope for peace. Even small actions
like this are steps toward a better future.

Wars happen because many kinds of “justice” fight each other. But I believe no one
wants to hurt others. We should think about what people want and how they feel.

I hope the world will be peaceful for everyone. I want to pass this peaceful world to
people in the future.

August.2025

Yaomamura Koko

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ IfI keep thinking ]

If someone asked me, "What is normal everyday life for you?", I would

probably answer, "Going to school, talking with my friends, and
enjoying

my hobbies," But how would people in countries at war answer?

"Fleeing bombs, being exposed to fear and danger all day, having no
safe place?

" I think they would answer something like this.

If people in peaceful countries were asked, "Are you happy in your daily
life?", I'm sure many of them would answer, "I'm very happy." However, I
don't think people in countries at war would answer that. I can't imagine
how difficult their daily lives must be. I believe that to achieve a peaceful
world, we need to be happy in our everyday lives first.

Yet no one knows how long it would take to make that first step
towards peaceful daily lives. We must move forward even if we don't know
right answers as to when it will happen or what we need to do to make it
happen.

There is one thing that I value. Tsutomu Uematsu, who is an engineer
an-cilil has continued to take on the challenge of developing rocket parts, once
said,

"Hope invites." It means, "If you keep thinking about your dream, it
will definitely come true." Like this phrase, I think it is important not to
give up on the realization of a peaceful world and to keep thinking about
1t and taking action. It is also important to know about the wars that have
occurred in the past, how those who suffered there believed in and acted
for reconstruction, and for us to take action for those who are suffering
now. As we approach the realization of a peaceful world, no matter how
small our actions may be, let's continue to believe that the day will surely
come when everyone in this world will be able to truly feel happy in their
everyday lives.

August.2025

Nene Ultaka

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The Paths to Achieve Peace |

"After the bombing, when I saw my hair falling out, I thought I could finally die
and be free
from the guilt." These are the words of a survivor of the atomic bombing during an
interview. I was deeply shocked by these words. "I want to live longer. I'm afraid
of death. I'm frustrated." These are what I would think. 80 years after the war,
we are taught to value life. But during the Pacific War, we were told to sacrifice our
lives for our country. It was forbidden to even utter the word "peace", and although
everyone's desire for peace is surely the same now as it was 80 years ago. This sad
1dea of surviving as a sin has developed.

Every year on August 6th, many people in Hiroshima observe a moment of silence
and fold paper cranes in prayer for peace. As part of peace studies at school, students
visit the Atomic Bomb Museum where they listen to the stories of atomic bomb
survivors and view painful and tragic materials that show the horror of the atomic
bombing. Every year I am reminded that Japan was a victim of the atomic bombing
and that war is cruel and frightening. However, as I  think more about the war, I
realized that Japan was also an aggressor nation that dominated other countries. I
felt very embarrassed thinking that I had studied a lot about the war and the atomic
bomb without knowing this fact. I think it is necessary to look into history by asking
questions such as "Why did America drop the atomic bomb on Japan?", "Why did Japan
attack Pearl Harbor?" and "Why?".

At the entrance of the Atomic Bomb Museum, there is a stone tablet engraved with
words of the Pope, "War is the work of man." When I read the words, I thought that
if war is the work of humans, then surely it is also humans who can stop it. People
should admit mistakes, forgive and learn from each other. Keeping hope and never
giving up, having good communication — these are a few paths I believe we can take
to achieve peace.

August.2025

Sugihara Kasumi

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Dialogue that blooms peace J

At 8:15 a.m. on August 6,1945,a single atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.

As a result, the Cityscape of Hiroshima that had been built up until that point, as
well as the lives and memories of the people who had lived there, were taken away in
an instant. Many lives students about aur age were also lost.

Whenever I think about peace, I always wonder. Can we gain something in
proportion to what we lose by fighting a war?

The city of Hiroshima, where we are today, proves that answer.

But you have seen the streets of Hiroshima, haven't you? It is a lush city
overflowing with the
voices of the people. When I first started learning about peace, I found it hard to
believe that Hiroshima, where we live, was a city on which an atomic bomb had been
dropped in the past. Yet the way Hiroshima looks today shows its history of growth
and development since the time when Hiroshima was destroyed by atomic bomb. We
must never repeat this history.
Yet humans forget their sins and do the same thing again.
And if things continue like this, time will continue to pass, with humans hurting each
other.

However, we have learned about the horror of the atomic bomb and have found a
peaceful solution without resorting to war : dialogue.
This is a lesson from the past, and a baton from those who were driven into endless
suffering and lost hope, but who never gave up and lived each moment to the fullest.
We must pass on that baton of life to the next generation.
I hope that everyone will hold on to the peace they have once grasped, and continue to
hold on to it. I believe that the importance of peace, and the importance of moving
forward and supporting one another, and the gathering of many different thoughts will
be the key to moving the world forward.
We will never stop moving forward in our efforts to stop the tragedies occurring all
over the world.

August.2025

Nikawa Kaho

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ We are powerless, but never helpless

I belong to the broadcasting club. Every year, we create a video with
the theme of peace. We interview various people and express our
thoughts and feelings through the video. Our seniors have created videos
about the Atomic Bomb Dome, the Hibaku Piano, and the Hibaku Violin,
and we have learned a lot from their projects.

The program "Axis of Peace", created by our seniors three years ago,
was a work that questioned whether our peace activities still hold
meaning as the war in Ukraine escalates. In that piece, there is a line
that goes, "We are powerless, but we are never helpless." This phrase
deeply moved me, and I am always encouraged by these words. Our
peace activities may be a small step, and we may not be able to stop the
wars happening right now. However, I believe that they could give us the
power to stop the next war, and the one after that.

This year, we created a program with the theme of the former Imperial
Army Clothing Depot. We chose this theme because one of our members
told us that her great-grandfather worked at the depot and was exposed
to the atomic bomb 80 years ago. I learned that the memories of the
atomic bombing have been passed down from the great-grandfather to the
grandfather, then to the mother, and finally to her. We visited the
Clothing Depot and conducted interviews several times. Through our
research, we have once again come to realize the cruelty of war, the
preciousness of peace, and the importance of passing down these stories.

We are powerless, but we are never helpless. Believing this, I want to
continue taking small actions that I can.

August.2025

Ueda Kokoha

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Small Happiness .

At 8:15am on August 6, 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. Japan
accepted the Potsdam Declaration and surrendered on August 15, 1945. On the other
hand, my home country, Vietnam, was the only country that won the war against the
United States. Before I learned about peace, I was full of pride as a Vietnamese.
However, through this project, I felt a certain sense of discomfort.

What do you think peace is in the first place? Every country has its own motives
for going to war, and each has its own values and history. Values differ depending on
the culture, and thoughts cannot be denied. However, whether it is a victorious or
defeated country in a war, many innocent people die. In other words, war does not
solve problems. There are many cases where people start wars on their own because
they want resources, even if the people do not want them. We are all people of this
earth. And as long as we live on this earth, we need to coexist together.

My idea of peace is to increase the number of smiles around us. For example,

appreciate the value of the things we have now, and be grateful; express your gratitude
to your family, friends, and those around you, and treat them kindly.
This is obvious and simple, but it is not often done. I believe that an increase in smiles
will definitely lead to fewer conflicts. It is also very important to respect each other,
and putting yourself in the other person's shoes will help you understand each other
better. I also think it is important to take an interest in politics.

Let's not think of war as something that happens to other people, but find out what
we can do. Let's continue to pray for peace, and spread the message across borders.

Let's create a wonderful world with each and every one of our hands.

August.2025

NGUYEN NGOC HUYEN Ml

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To make peace come true

There are still many people suffering from the loss of their families and
homes, and dying because of wars and conflicts in the world nowadays.
The everyday life we take for granted is not guaranteed in some parts of
the world.

Japan also experienced war in the past, when atomic bombs were
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In an instant, countless lives were
lost and those who survived have been suffering from the long-term effects
of radiation, as well as the deep guilt of being the ones who survived. We
must never allow such a tragedy to happen again.

Then, what does peace really mean? Is it simply the absence of war? I
don’t think so.

I believe peace also means that everyone has a place to live, food to eat,
and can live safely with their families — and that such a life can continue.

However, this is my personal opinion, and the meaning of peace varies
from person to person. For that reason, it’s important to interact with
people who have different opinions. Peace cannot be achieved if we simply
force our own opinions on others without listening to theirs and trying to
understand each other. Even if opinions differ, I believe that talking things
through helps us understand each other - and that’s how peace begins. I
think if each person does something for peace, it will come true someday,
So, let’s act and hope for peace.

August.2025

Nishimura Kensei

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ cherish your peace J

Do you feel peace now? I have come to believe that peace is the result of cooperation
between people after an experience.

About two years ago, I had a serious illness. I was very depressed, thinking only of the
trouble I would cause my family and whether this disease could really be cured. At
that time, the nurse who came to give me a blood transfusion said, "Today's blood
comes from Okayama! I know it must be tough, but let's work together!" That one
phrase was very encouraging to me. At the same time, I realized how happy and
blessed I am to live a normal life. I am the person I am today because of the people
who helped me through blood transfusions, the doctors and nurses at the hospital, my
school teachers, and my family, even though I could not meet them in person. I really
cannot thank them enough.

Through this experience of being helped by so many people, I realized that peace is
made possible by the cooperation of many people.

The world today is not a peaceful place. What I, as a junior high school student, can do
in such a situation is to first learn history and facts correctly, think from many angles,
and then communicate these facts to the world. For example, I would like to introduce
picture books on peace to elementary school students and tell my relatives outside of
the prefecture about the tragedy of war, which I reconfirmed at the Peace Museum.
And in the future, I would like to be involved in solving the problems of countries not
through war but through peaceful means, and in sharing this information. I believe
that people all over the world can create peace by helping each other, and everyone can
experience peace.

August.2025

Nishiyama Mao

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Cherish each opinion

I think it is necessary to respect each other’s opinions in order for the world to be
peaceful. I can relate this idea to a certain event. I became a junior high school student
and ran for the delegate with the idea for “uniting the class.” I wasn’t able to unite my
class as soon as I became a delegate. I was confused as soon as I entered the school
because I felt the atmosphere in the class was worse than in elementary school. I tried
to think of a way to create a good atmosphere. But all ended in failure.

Time went by then a quiz was held in a class competition. I had a problem. I couldn’t

solve the crossword puzzle. So, I asked for help from my classmate. Then he did it
willingly.
Then I realized that my classmates around started to cooperate. We were able to solve
the crossword puzzle. There were different opinions about the answer, but then we
thought “How did the other party come to such an idea? and which opinion is right?”
Above all, it was connected to building a good time with each other. We all played a
part.

I think that the first step towards building a peaceful world is by respecting each
other’s opinions. Of course, it is difficult to agree with all opinions. But isn’t it
important to try to get to know each other?

With the steady efforts of each person, the world should gradually become peaceful.
I would like to continue to work hard towards a world where it is normal to respect
other people’s opinions and learn about those with similar ideas and beliefs.

August.2025

Sumoto Shiho

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I War and what we can do.

War hurts many people. Many people die, children who lost
their parents fight against the people of other countries. And
they can't study enough. So, same children rely on violence.
But, war continues. A lot of people suffered because of war.

We can't stop war. But, we can support the people. What is it
that we can do?

For example, we can give donation to them. We can see that box
1n supermarket and convenience store. Some people who finish
shopping do not need his change. It is a small thing, but even a
small amount of money saved can go along way. This is not only
about money. The thoughts and actions of people are the same.
Now, in August 6th and 9th many people shared their opinion in
SNS or school. They are not only about Japanese. It is
important to hear about perspectives from other countries I
think that the world will become peaceful by hearing things that
are different from my opinion and sharing my opinion. Why
don't you all try to incorporate different opinions? And I believe
that if we spend more time thinking about peace, it will gradually
lead to a more peaceful world.

August.2025

Yabiku Emii

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ My words

“I can not sleep well because of the loud noises every night.” “There was
no food so I sheared the crumbs of cheese with my mom.” “When I wave to
my friends, I think that I will not be able to meet them tomorrow.”

These are not my words. These are words of children who are living in the
country which is at wars.

Of course I have never experienced a war. However, I was born in
Hiroshima. So I have been learning about the atomic bomb.

Previously, I didn’t want to know anything about a war. Because that
fact pained me, I was terrible, afraid. It was all the things that made me
look away. I started studying about the war again through this project.

It was just really cruel. My heart ached when I knew the painful
appearance of the children younger than me and the sad voices of the
children about my age.

My daily life is like this. Learning at my school, laughing with my
friends, having meals with my family and sleeping in my bed. Such daily
life is broken by war. If we start war, most of houses and schools will be
broken.

And we will lose our families suddenly. There will be no “peace”.

Can you imagine a world without war? Actually There are a lot of people
who want war, have to fight war and profit from war. I think many people
feel that war will never end. However These are also many voices in the
world trying to stop the horrors of war.

It is not easy to stop the war but I hope that one day all the children
around the world will be able to say that “I slept well !” “I'm full I” “Let’s
hang Out !!”. These are my words.

August.2025

Hanano Hara

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

|rThe Importance of Peace:Learning from Hiroshima.ll

On August 6th, 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped in
Hiroshima. At 8:15 a.m. a single bomb destroyed the city of
Hiroshima and many people lost their lives. Even those who
survived suffered from radiation-related illnesses and the loss of
family and friends, causing them great grief. This event
teaches us the horror of war and the importance of peace.

The A-bomb survivors continue to tell people that the history
must not repeat itself. But still, there are wars in the world
today, and some countries have nuclear weapons. If nuclear
weapons are used again, a tragedy similar to that of Hiroshima
will likely happen. Therefore, we must remember this fact and
think and act to create a peaceful world.

I want to learn what happened in Hiroshima and pass it on to
the future. I would also like to reflect on how we think about
the past and how we act onit. I think thisis important. Peace
will disappear if we do nothing. Let's reach out and hold on to
1t and keep the peace.

I thought that each of us should think about peace and pass it
on to the future, so that we can create a future without war.

August.2025

Inokt Aya
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[One step to Change the world

What does peace mean to you? When I asked my family, they said peace means
having a rich heart and a world without fighting or crime. When I asked Al, it said
peace isn’t just the absence of war, but also a state where people I live safely and
securely. So, how do you think the world needs to change for people to live in safety
and security, and for peace to overcome? I believe solving social problems is key to
peace. This 1s because many social issues cause conflict and anxiety, which can lead
to disputes and violence. For example, in countries where poverty and hunger are
severe, fights over limited food resources can increase and even trigger wars. |
believe solving such social problems is essential for eliminating conflict and violence,
and building a peaceful world.

This year marks the 80th anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. The
"Flame of Peace" in Peace Memorial Park is a flame that will not be extinguished
until all nuclear weapons are eliminated from the world. It is a flame of
determination from Japan-the only country to have suffered an atomic bombing-and
from Hiroshima, declaring, "ZWe must never repeat that tragedy. "However, currently
there are more than 50 ongoing conflicts and wars around the world, including the
war between Palestine and Israel, and the war between Russia and Ukraine .

Conflict and wars cannot be resolved through force. In fact, military action only
breeds negative emotions and leads to further conflict. But we can help save innocent
people suffering from war and conflict. One way is through donations and
fundraising. These can support people’s daily lives, medical care, and children’s
education. Reusing clothing and stationery we no longer need is another way to
support others -and it also helps prevent global warming.

To solve social problems and build a peaceful world, each one of us needs to take
action. Let us join hands across national and cultural differences and together, let’s
progress to create a society and world where every person is respected.

August.2025

Okino Chihiro

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I For Peace |

What does peace mean to you? I believe that peace means everyone can live as they
are.

In today's world, nuclear weapons still exist, and many individuals suffer from both
physically and mentally. War is a horrifying experience that causes emotional scars
not only on the victims but also on the perpetrators. There are two key aspects we can
focus to promote peace "to understand" and "to communicate".

The first aspect, "to understand" means listening to the stories of atomic bomb
survivors and learning about the damage war brings. Without these opportunities, it
becomes challenging to know what actions we should take to promote peace, and we
may find 1t difficult to share our thoughts and opinions about peace. As a result, fewer
people may care about peace. Furthermore, we would be unable to progress toward a
more peaceful world.

The second aspect, "to communicate" means sharing what you have learned from
the first aspect with the important people in your life, including those close to you and
the next generation. However, simply talking about it can make it challenging to share
the message effectively to a larger audience. Therefore, I believe it is important to
express peace 1n different ways such as through art, music, and writing while
remaining true to oneself. This approach is actually being carried out in Hiroshima as
well. Songs are made based on what we learn in peace education, and paintings show
the experiences of atomic bomb survivors. In this way, we can share the message of
peace not only through words but also through our talents and creativity.

While eliminating nuclear weapons and ending wars and conflicts may be very
difficult, thinking about peace, and sharing our personal interpretations of peace with
as many people as possible may not be as difficult. Is the world we live in really
peaceful? Is military force needed to achieve peace? Many questions about peace
surround us often going unnoticed. By talking about these questions with those around
us collaborating, and addressing them one by one, we may take a significant step closer
to peace.

August.2025

Nezu Nanami

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Be Yourself, Be Myself

For me, “Accepting” is “Understanding.” What do we understand? Other culture, or
religion.

I want to be accepted. I want my values to be accepted. For example, I think a
hairband is necessary, but some people don’t think so. For the first step, I need to
understand others. Then, others may understand me. There are people who have an
1image of who they want to be. But They will give up because they are concerned about
others. If there are people and environments that understand and support them, I
think it would be fun to live. I have not been what I want to be yet. But when I do, I
would like to create an environment. In the environment, others can live with the way
they want to be. I am tired because the world that I and students live in is not wide.
When I become an adult, I may failure and depressed. However, there are many people
who think that it's too hard more than me. I want to be a person who can support their
mind as much as I can.

The Atomic Bomb in Hiroshima was caused by war. Wars are caused by conflicts
between countries. If countries understand each other, war will be decreased. In World
War 1II, not only other countries but also Japan were not good. However, the Atomic
Bomb in Hiroshima made many people sad. The way should never be taken. To prevent
a repeat Hiroshima, it is necessary for the countries to accept each other.

I think that “peace” means understanding. Understanding a little religion and

ethnic can decrease wars.

August.2025

Kuwahara Kiichi
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at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What is peace ? |

What does “peace” mean to you? Is it a life without hunger or poverty? Is it living
without fear in your daily life? Have you ever really thought about peace? Are you
living in peace now?

Eighty years ago, the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. Can we truly
understand what the people at that time saw and felt? Only the survivors, the
hibakusha, saw the whole truth with their own eyes. Even after hearing their stories,
it’s hard to imagine how terrible the city looked after the bombing. "Hibakusha" are
not only those directly exposed to the atomic bomb. Animals, plants, and people
involved in making the atomic bomb are also "Hibakusha".

At 8:15 a.m. on August 6, 1945, there was a sound so loud it broke eardrums, and a
huge mushroom cloud appeared. I believe it was more powerful and more frightening
than we can ever imagine. Even today, hibakusha remember those painful moments.
Every day, they feel more and more guilt- for not being able to help, and for surviving
when others didn’t. We must listen to their stories as much as we can and pass them
on to future generations. We must never forget what happened in Hiroshima. War
is still happening in the world. People may still be dying every day. Can peace really
come if we do nothing?

Peace does not come from wishing; it is something we create—together.

We are all different, and that’s why we can each bring our own small peace.

Together, these small pieces can become a peace so big that it can change the world.
For me, peace means this:

Not losing lives; new lives being born.

You are here, I am here, and we live together in peace.

We should never take tomorrow for granted.

August.2025

Koharu Sato

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Inherit

My great-grand father had been detained in Siberia during
World War Il . At that time, he had a friend who wanted to die
because of the extreme weather and the demanding work. My
great-grandfather noticed this and encouraged him not to give
up. After the war ended, they were able to go back to their
hometown. Although I've never met my great-grandfather, I
heard this story from my mother.

Last year, the Japan confederation of A-and H-Bomb
Sufferers Organizations won a Nobel Peace Prize. This year
marks 80 years since the end of the war. As we become more
aware of how important peace is, I always think about what we
can do for peace.

We should not only inherit the past, especially by learning
from the experiences of atomic bomb victims, but we must also
understand how terrible wars are. If we don’t understand this,
we might repeat the same mistakes. The same tragedy
could happen again. Therefore, everyone has a responsibility
to learn and share the messages of peace. I want you to take
actions as soon as possible to realize our sustainable society for
the next generations.

August.2025

Kurishige Sota
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at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For a Better World

I grew up in Hiroshima, and I have been taught about the fear of war
and atomic bombs since I was little. However, I realized that what I
knew was only the tragedy of Hiroshima.

I started to study about peace when I was in the first grade of
elementary school. At that time, I just knew that war is scary, and we
should avoid it at all costs. As I got older, I learned more about peace,
and we studied about the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
However, when I heard the news of war happening elsewhere in the world,
I found out that there are far more problems out there. After learning
this, I realized that I must take more interest in what happens in other
countries.

In my peace education class, I watched a documentary about the day
when ex-president Barack Obama visited Hiroshima. dJust as Mr. Obama
faced the tragedy of Hiroshima, we also need to have the courage, and
think more about, the current events of the world.

I think we must stop pretending war does not affect us, no matter
past or present. Even showing the slightest concern is important.
That’s not so difficult. Let’s go to the Peace Memorial Park and see
pictures of the A-bomb’s damage first-hand. In conclusion, I think that
showing compassion, and an interest, is the first step to creating a better
world, without war.

August.2025

Nakamura Kanon
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To make peace by talking

Have you ever thought about peace? As for me, I am a 3rd grade junior
high school student in Hiroshima city. Thought my studies of peace, I've
come to think that having your own opinion about peace and discussing it
with people is very important. Of course, there are reasons I think this.
For 8 years, I've studied about peace and discussed it with many people.
There were some people with different opinions and some people I had
only just met. But, by talking about our shared issue of peace, I learned
about them and our relationships grew. When we talked to many people
during our fieldworks, I learned many things. For example, when
discussing an issue, it 1s important to bear in mind that people's ways of
thinking can differ depending on the environment in which they were
raised. Also, by listening to opposing opinions, I came to understand the
weak points in my opinion and then rethought and improved my ideas. I
myself want to keep thinking about peace. But peace can't be realized by
oneself. Even if you and I think about peace, it won't be realized. We must
discuss peace with teachers, friends, family, the people around us, the
people of Japan, the people of other countries, and all the people of the
world. Only then can we realize peace. So, first let's talk together about
peace. Only Discussion with others can bring the first steps towards peace.
I am a 3rd grade junior high school student in Hiroshima city. I have been
studying.

August.2025

Nishimura Sakutaro
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

|r Peace from the Earth to the Local community .il

Volunteer activities are very active at Kogo Junior High school. This year, the Tondo
Festival was held in January, and we, the second- year junior high school students,
helped run the festival. The Tondo Festival is where local people gather together and
burn bamboo, leaves, calligraphy, and New Year's decorations to word off evil spirits.
It is also said that eating rice cakes roasted in a bonfire will ensure good health for the
year, we built bamboo towers, helped run the stalls and managed the proceedings on
the day, and together with the local community we were able to make the festival a
success.

Through this experience, we realized the importance of peace close to home. He felt
that local people coming together and helping each other across generations to
preserve traditions would lead to the realization of a peaceful society. Also, small
everyday actions such as greeting local people and expressing gratitude can eventually
foster compassion and create small circles of connections. We believe that building
such warm, conflict-free relationships will lead to world peace spreading from Kogo.
There are countries in the world where wars and conflicts continue. However, peace is
not something that only happens in faraway countries, it can start right in our own
neighborhood.

We would like to use this experience to continue to value connections with people,
respect each other, and contribute to creating a peaceful society. And with the belief
that each of our small actions will eventually lead to greater peace, we will think about
and put into practice what we can do in our daily lives.

Peace will not come about by simply waiting, but rather it must be achieved through
the efforts of each and every individual. I believe that in order to achieve peace, it is
important to first know and care. Why not use your imagination to think anew about
peace?

August.2025

Doi1 Mizuki

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peace that is close yet far away

Being happy. Being able to eat delicious food, enjoy being able to do and
club activities, and hobbies. These are the things we enjoy now and can
do. War destroys these things.

80 years ago, atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
and people's lives changed in an instant. I cannot imagine why something
like this happened. It pains me to think of the people who were only
thinking about their own lives, and the lives of their families and friends.
However, we, who were born in a time of peace can reflect on why not to
repeat war. The idea of not waiting to cause any more suffering leads to a
situation in which countries that possess nuclear weapons decide not to
use them.

I have heard the saying that 'strength is not in force, it is in
acceptance'. In order to change our way of thinking, we should cooperate
with other countries, let's start by finding the good in ourselves and
others. Then, let's choose peace together.

What does peace mean to you?

August.2025

Masuzakt Rikuto

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Solve it through dialogue [

Why do people choose force or violence over understanding to
solve problems ? Wars and conflicts are still happening in the
world today. “Shouldn't we have conversations and try to
understand each other?”

I live in Hiroshima. When I was in the first year of junior
high school, I visited the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum.
The exhibition was heartbreaking, and imagining the suffering of
the atomic bomb victims made me feel very sad. I strongly hope
that such tragedies will never happen again. Conflicts begin when
people stop listening and stop talking to each other.

Currently, the world is facing many problems. For example,
about 11in 11 people suffer from hunger. Around 1in6 children do
not have access to proper education. In some countries, girls are
forced into marriage and cannot choose their own future. I dream
of a peaceful world where everyone can be happy. We should use
our power to help others, not silence them with force. Let's
TALK. Let's LISTEN. Let's try to understand one another. Let's
solve problems TOGETHER. Wouldn't that create a better world ?
Respect, understanding, and cooperation will lead us to peace.

I want to learn more about war and share its lessons, so we
never repeat it. I believe that by sharing hope and caring for
each other, we can live in peace. Let's believe in the power of

connection.
August.2025

Ishikawa Mia

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ True discussion towards peace

“Discussion rather than force” This is way to peace. I learned it from the peace
education. I have inherited the desire for peace from the Hibakusha and Peace
Memorial Museum.

However, I am also conflicted. Can I really have a discussion about the peace ? Am
I taking action for the peace ?

For example, in the summer, children in Hiroshima fold paper cranes for the peace.
But will folding paper cranes bring the peace to the world ? What should I do ?

I have also seen demonstrations calling for peace. How many people will their
voices reach ? Will I be able to change the world ? But is it better than me who does
nothing ? Is it important to be small thing but not powerless thing ?

Having grown up in Hiroshima, I have always thought, “Peace is important ! No
war ! 7

To tell the truth, I don’t know about the peace so much, because I only know what is
on this surface. I don’t know what to say. Ican’thave true discussion. To be able to
have a true discussion, I have to learn more.

For example, I have been studying the history of the damage done to Japan and
Hiroshima.

However, I think it is necessary to learn not only one-sided views, but also the
history of perpetration by Japan. It is only by learning about history from various
ways that we will be able to see what we need to convey.

I believe that this is the way to truly pass on the desire for the peace that the

Hibakusha have been conveying for the past 80 years.

August.2025

Otsuki Aot

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

|r What do you want to do in the future ? .ﬂ

What is peace for you? No war? No discrimination? Or everyone is smiling? Surely,
there isn’t just one answer. People have different personalities and ways of thinking.
That i1s why I think that peace means that each of us can live our days in peace,
recognizing our differences. I was born in today’s Peaceful Japan, and I live every day
in safety as a matter of course. They
also thought the war was a long time ago. My heart was stirred when I visited
Hiroshima Peace Museum. There the unspeakable reality was right in front of me.
From that day onwards, I realized that the war was not a thing of the past, but
something that is connected to us today. Looking at the world, people are still suffering
from wars and conflicts. Ukraine, Sudan... Many children cannot go to school or even
smile every day.

Meanwhile, I'm at school today, laughing with my friends and spending time with
significant others. Have you ever thought about how precious this normal everyday
Iife 1s? I think peace i1s not just the absence of war. Peace is created when we accept
the differences of others and value each other’s lives. We all have our own
personalities. But if you encounter an opinion or a way of thinking that is
different from yours or that you don’t understand, don’t dismiss it, but ask yourself
why you think that way. If you think about it... maybe you will find a different path
from the conflict. I was born and raised in Hiroshima. That is why I want to tell the
peace of the world. About the sadness and horror of war and the irreplaceable lives
lost in it. It is something that can be recovered. That is why we, who live in the future,
have responsibility to learn about the past, tell stories about it, and pass it on the next
generation. What kind of future do we want to achieve? I would like to aim for the days
when everyone in the world can take for granted that they are happy to be alive today.
I'd like to be a person who can laugh with people while cherishing small acts of
kindness.

August.2025

Saitkt Wakana

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peace will not come if we wait

We have been praying for peace for a long time. We have peace studies at school,
and we fold paper cranes together. But are we really taking action to create peace ?

What do you think is the opposite of war ? Some people may think that the opposite
of war is peace. But is that actually true ?

Let us consider the reasons why war happens. We use force to attack the other
side and push our own opinions. It should be possible to resolve it through discussion.
There is no need to take people's lives or attack and destroy them. For example, when
a fight breaks out in class. Even though you were verbally abusive and violent to the
other person, if you calm down and talk things out, you can quickly resolve the issue
and make up with each other. For these reasons, the opposite of war is not peace, but
the opposite of war is discussion.

We cannot and should not pretend that what happened did not happen. We cannot
change the past, but we can change the future. Nevertheless, wars continue to ravage
the world.

Both countries at war are victims and perpetrators. Both those who attacked the
other and those who were attacked are left with great mental and physical scars.
People forget their sorrow and repeat the same thing again, and more people suffer
again. If this evil loop is not stopped, the world will never be at peace.

People will not come if we just continue to pray. It will only get further away even
if we wait. It is a goal that will become impossible to achieve without everyone's efforts,
a lesson that teaches us that war is not necessary. That is peace.

"Grab hold of peace and don't let go. It doesn't start just by being here. Take hold
of it, hold on to it, and don't let it go."

With these words in my heart, I will think about what I can do and move forward.

August.2025

Masumoto Yuki

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What We Can Do for Peace

Do you think the world is peaceful now? Most people would probably
answer, "The world 1s not at peace right now." Russia continues to attack
Ukraine, and despite a ceasefire between Israel and the Islamic group
Hamas, the lives of people living in the Gaza Strip are being destroyed by
war. In order to prevent such tragedies from happening again in the
future, I believe there are two things we can do to achieve peace.

The first thing is to stay informed. People should be interested and
learn about the current state of society. If you lack knowledge, you may
be misled by false information or harm innocent people due to prejudice.
Seeing things from multiple perspectives, rather than relying on one-sided
information, improves problem-solving abilities and reduces conflicts.

The second thing is to communicate. We had the opportunity to learn
about war and the atomic bomb during peace studies, but when we ask
people from other prefectures, "Do you know what happened in August 6,
1945?", the answer is often "I don't know." If you don't share it, it will soon
be forgotten. And the tragedy repeats itself again. We must take
responsibility by passing it on to the next generation.

Let's all work together to prevent tragedies like Hiroshima and
Nagasaki bombing from ever happening again. There are many things
we can do. Don't think of it as someone else's problem, but as your own,
and start by doing what you can, one step at a time.

August.2025

Yoshida Naomi

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To protect a happy everyday life

Have you ever imaged losing your family, friends or everyday life in just
one moment? If you think about that, you'll realize how lucky and happy
your life is right now. In order to continue this happy life, I don't want
anymore damage from atomic bombs. Hiroshima and Nagasaki already
suffered. I want the ongoing war to end.

The final goal is to create a world without nuclear weapons. I think that
would be a big step to making a peaceful world.

But nine countries still have nuclear weapons in the world. It's
important to remember what happened in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. They
used atomic bombs to end war quickly, but they caused despair to so many
people. To have a peaceful world, we should go to Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Museum. We should learn about peace and pass it on to the next
generation.

The world should know about the sorrow and damage of the war. I think
we have three things to do to build world peace. First, we must respect
human rights. Second, we must stop wars. Third, we must eliminate
poverty and hunger.

I think we can do something about the respect human rights. For
example, stop bullying and don't judge people by their appearance. If we
keep this in mind, I believe we can change the world. Thanks to the people
in the post who got over difficulties, we can enjoy a peaceful life now.

I will try to make the best of every day.

August.2025

Yoshimura Nanako

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[What I can do now for world peacel

At 8:15am, on August 6th, 1945, for the first time in human history,
an atomic bomb was dropped in Hiroshima. Buildings within a radius of
about 2 kilometers from the epicenter were destroyed without a trace,
and approximately 140,000 lives were indiscriminately taken.

Since then, survivors suffered from the after effects their risk of
disease increased. The bodies and minds of many people were wounded
by the atomic bomb.

I was born and raised in Hiroshima, and I have been taught and
learned about war since I was a child. Using that knowledge, I want to
convey the horrors of war and the abolition of nuclear weapons
disarmament to more people. It is difficult for me to stop war directly,
but I believe that a little strength can become great power and someday
reach the world.

Even now, wars happen around the world, many people are hurt and
lose their lives. So that's why, we should adhere to the three non-nuclear
principles , not possessing , not producing, and not allowing the
introduction of nuclear weapons to avoid causing suffering to people.
Currently, a few countries adhere to the three principles, but I strongly
believe that I must ensure their realization. I hope that as many people
as possible learn about war and take the horrors of nuclear weapons
seriously. And I strongly wish for the world to live happily with a smile.

In order to make these a reality, I will continue to improve my
English skills and advocate for the abolition of nuclear weapons for the
sake of world peace.

August.2025

Shimotsuma Yuki

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Observing 80 years
since the atomic bombing

Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What we can do for the future

It has been eighty years since the atomic bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima. To compare, that is nearly six times my short life. Since that
day back in August 1945, the atomic bomb survivors have continued to
share the terrible experiences they had. In my opinion, thisisthe reason
nuclear weapons have not been used again, because the victims have
continued to testify to the horror of war. Some of the physical injuries
sustained on that tragic day may have possibly healed, but the emotional
scars will definitely last forever.

In order to prevent the same mistakes from being repeated, I think we
need to spread peace education, notonly in Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
but to the whole world. We have to acknowledge the testimonies of the
survivors in order to understand what they experienced. I also hope that
this will be the motivation for people to think about how we can protect our
lives in the future.

I strongly believe that the witness accounts of survivors are a great
catalyst in preventing further use of these weapons. Therefore, asa
person who was born and raised in Hiroshima, Ithinkitis my
responsibility to continue passing on the important memories and
messages of A-bomb survivors, and to help spread peace education to
people all over the world.

We must all work together to keep these memories alive in order to
ensure it never, ever happens again.

August.2025

Miyata Sawa

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Don't repeat the mistake

What can I do for peace? I think it's about making people all over the
world aware of the misery of war and the preciousness of peace. In order
to do this, I, living in Hiroshima, have to listen to the A-bomb survivors
and tell others what happened in Hiroshima in the past. As the number
of A-bomb survivors are aging, the time to listen to valuable stories is
limited. I want to cherish this precious time.

My great-grandmother was exposed to the atomic bomb near Yokogawa

station when she was 16 years old. She never told me directly because
she passed away before I was born. But my mother was told the story of
the war and passed it down to me.
My great-grandmother tearfully said, "I really don't want to remember, I
don't want to think about it. It was such a terrible event." I think the
reason why my mother told me those words was because she believes the
next generation need to know about what happened. When I heard that,
I realized again the horrors of war and the preciousness of peace. I'll tell
my great-grandmother's story and what I learned in peace studies to the
next generation, and to those who don't know what happened in
Hiroshima. By doing so, I want to create a peaceful world.

August.2025

Hamaoka Iroha

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Days Shining In The Mirror /]

“People are like a mirror.” My parents taught me this.

At that time, I was still an elementary school student, SO0 I didn’t
understand the meaning of what my parents told me. However, when I
became a junior high school student, I realized that the true meaning
was hidden in everyday life.

One morning, when I said "Good morning”, my friend replied with a
smile. One day, after school, one of my friends proactively cleaned our
classroom and I thought I would help too.

My friends smiled when I spoke to them with a smile. Also, I feel like I
want to follow their example when I see my friends behaving well. As my
parents said, it was a mirror.

This year marks the 80th year after the war. I had the opportunity to
listen to the stories about the war. Through this experience, I realized
that war 1s about attacking when attacked and retaliating when
attacked. In other words, an eye for an eye. It is the negative chain that
hurts each other.

It is also like a mirror. So, I believe that when interacting with friends
and family, by doing things that make you happy, kindness will connect
and spread. Not only about war, but also everyday life with the people in
front of me and important people, I want to make shine in the mirror.
And we will continue to connect the desire for peace.

August.2025

Kawakami Nozomi
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To protect true peace

What do you think is peace?

I think spending every time is a smile.

For example

Now we can spending time is fun.

But when dropped an atomic bomb your life will broken by that.
My great grandfather is a survivor.

He died when I was baby. so I can't listen to his story

But I imagine it’ s so painful.

There are other threats peace.

It 1s racism and bullying.

To create true peace.

We have to get rid of them. For that

I think it is important to understand one another.

I think there are three steps to mutual understanding.

First listen to other with your ears and heart and accept.

Second express your opinion verbally.

Finally understanding with your mind and your heart.

"World peace"

This word 1s good.

Let us not forget the spirit of world peace, of joining hands and helping
one another.

We believe we can protect and improve everyday life.

I hope that people all over the world will act with a spirit of world
peace.

So that days like these can continue for as long as possible and things
will get better.

August.2025

Kanna Kayakabe
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at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What is PEACE ? |

"Peace" is felt differently by everyone. It's enjoying one's time with one's best friend.
It's spending time on one's hobbies. It's living an ordinary life with one's family while
having casual conversations.

There are many different kinds of "Peace". Some people may think that possessing
nuclear weapons is the way to protect their county and can lead to Peace. On the
contrary, some people may think that not possessing nuclear weapons is Peace.

A lot of blood was shed during World War 2, and nuclear weapons were used about
80 years ago in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. If Japan had won the war at that time, we
might have developed nuclear weapons too." The Abolition of nuclear weapons" may
be word that can only be said because it is a country that lost the war.

However, I believe that our Peace will be protected even if we do not have nuclear

weapons.
If nuclear weapons are used, people will die. Not only people but also other creatures
too. Is it a war that destroys the lives of innocent people and animals indiscriminately.
The past cannot be changed. However, I believe that we who grew up in Hiroshima can
change the future by conveying the events from 80 years ago, to not only Japanese
people, but also others around the world. I previously saw buildings and trees that
were bombed, the worst outcome was that many people were lost by one bomb. I think
it 1s important to leave this event in people's memories in a tangible form so that it
will never be repeated.

Even today, many wars are taking place around the world, everyone justifies it and
hates the other country. When will we humans be able to put an end to that vicious
circle? What on earth is true peace? Shouldn't people throw away nuclear weapons if
they want their own "Peace" for their country? And in order to eliminate the suffering
caused by war, why don't we abandon armed forces, including nuclear weapons, and
create the future together?

August.2025

Murase Kazuharu

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The Importance of Discussion

What do you think we should do when we want to resolve
disagreements, conflicts, or avoid wars? Let's discuss what is in
your mind. However, there will still be disagreements on
whether it 1s a good solution from everyone's perspective. On
the other hand, if you try to forcefully solve things, this is
where conflicts or even wars begin. Therefore, when we have
different opinions, instead of immediately denying it, we should
consider putting ourselves in their position. Then, talk about
the logic and the mindset behind your stand and opinions. Most
1mportantly, respect everyone's perspective for the best result.
Also, we should acknowledge that people look at things from
different angles, so that we do not force our opinion on others to
avoid conflicts.

There are still many victims suffering from fierce wars and
conflicts nowadays. I strongly hope over and over again that
people who have different opinions, discuss thoroughly, and
respect each other's feelings. Hopefully, there will be less people
suffering from conflicts and wars.

August.2025

Irie Ryusetl
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Don’t take away our dreams.

I’ ve always learned about the horror of war, as a person of Hiroshima, so
I hate war.

One day, I watched a TV program about Ukrainian ballet dancers. I’'m
learning ballet, so I was curious about it. The dancers had to get out of
their country. And, they couldn’t dance for months, because of Russia’s
ivasion of Ukraine. Some people had to fight. I got angry when I saw the
situation. It is a dancer’s job to entertain people and give them dreams.
Their bodies are there to dance. It’s not to fight and hurt people.

War takes away many people’s dreams and hopes. Even in Hiroshima, 80
years ago, many dreams were taken away by an atomic bomb. The people
in Hiroshima including me are against war. A dancer named Yoko
Morishita, who I respect, uses her own body to tell how important peace
1s. The world won't change just by wishing. I would like to tell how
1mportant peace is not only by using words like I'm doing now but also by
dancing. In that way, the world peace that the people in Hiroshima wish
will surely come true.

August.2025

Ichika Sakamoto
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The Relay of Peace

A while ago, I saw the news on TV. Now that 80 years have passed
since the end of the war, the number of atomic bomb survivors who are
willing to pass on their experiences is decreasing year by year due to
aging. If the number of people who can convey the horrors of the atomic
bomb and war continues to decrease, then the number of people who know
those horrors will also gradually decrease. If that were to happen, people
who do not know the horrors of war would start wars again and repeat the
same mistakes. What can we do now to prevent this from happening?

I believe it is to convey the message of “HIROSHIMA”. Those of us
growing up in Hiroshima have had many opportunities to learn about the
atomic bomb and the importance of peace through videos and talks,
starting from elementary school age. I believe that it is now our turn to
convey to future generations, throughout Japan and around the world, the
horrors of the atomic bomb and war that have been conveyed to us by the
survivors. For example, on August 6th, we could watch the Peace
Memorial Ceremony or a related program and talk about it with our
friends and family. In addition, we will be able to share the stories we
have heard directly from the atomic bomb survivors with tourists visiting
Hiroshima from both inside and outside Japan. Even if we don’t
communicate directly, it may be a good idea to use social media to get the
message across.

If more people had more opportunities to think about peace, perhaps
we could reduce, even just a little, the wars and conflicts occurring around
the world today. Let us all continue to pass on the tragedy of Hiroshima
and the importance of peace in order to take the first step towards a
peaceful world without war. The Relay of Peace is eternal.

August.2025

Yaoamane Momoka
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at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I Orizuru |

Do you know “what orizuru 1s?” It’s a paper crane that represents peace. It is my
dream to spread orizuru all over the world as a symbol of peace.

Folding an orizuru makes us feel nostalgic for a kind of peace that isn’t limited by
race or nationality.

It isn’t easy to make world peace a reality. “War” is the opposite to “peace”. So, why
does war happen? Do people who make war hope for peace? I think so. I think war
happens because people hope for peace.

When we ask questions that don’t have answers, a difference in opinion will exist.
Then, tension starts. We only think that we have to rely on military power when we
can’t resolve disagreement because of a language barrier. Because of this, war
happens.

We must not discriminate against others who have different ideas. We must not see
countries, races or racial minorities negatively. There is just each person.

But now, discrimination and oppression against people of a different race and racial
minorities is an international problem. I want people all over the world to understand
this fact and fold orizuru to support people who have been hurt by discrimination and
prejudice. Orizuru gives us a chance to remember to think about peace again and
reconsider our way of thinking. Then, naturally it will become easier to respect the
people we meet with different ideas.

I hope for peace not just as “a Japanese person”, but as “a human being”. I feel that
it i1s my mission as someone who has been given chances to tell my own idea to be a
messenger of peace. I can’t change the world by myself. But I can continue to hope for
peace and share my ideas.

If there is someone who thinks “I hope for peace, but I can’t do anything.”, I want to
tell them about the existence of orizuru.

Now, through the internet, we can connect with people all over the world. Sharing
the message of making orizuru that carries a deep feeling for peace, it's important for
people and making every effort to give a chance to reconsider the idea of peace. I believe
this is what I can do.

August.2025

Tanihira Nana

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The power of compassion

I believe that one person's actions can bring us closer to peace. I think the
most important thing for this is compassion. If we understand and
empathise with others' suffering, I believe the world will be closer to peace.
But what exactly is that 'pain'? I believe it is the pain of the wounds left
by the atomic bombings, the suffering of those fighting diseases caused by
radiation and the emotional scars. In particular, the guilt that Hibakusha
survivors carry is very deep. They may feel that they could not save their
loved ones, or that they are the only survivor. Such guilt is so traumatic
that 1t discourages Hibakusha from talking about their experiences.
Nevertheless, we must accept the feelings of the Hibakusha who are
courageously trying to pass on their experiences to the next generation
because they do not want to see the same thing happen again.

On the other hand, we must not forget Japan's history of wars and
invasions as a way of atoning for them. It is also compassionate to learn
about that history, pass it on correctly to the next generation and reduce
the number of people who are hurt. I believe that those of us who can think
of those who have been hurt and who can think of peace have receptive
and compassionate hearts.I hope that we can spread this spirit of
compassion to as many people as possible.

If each of us acts with compassion, even in small ways, I believe that it
will spread to many people. There are many ways to do this, and my peace
message 1s one of them. Your actions after listening to my message can
save someone's life. I hope you will support my thoughts and wishes in
your own way.

August.2025

Ema Yamaguchi

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The Circle of knowledge /]

Eighty years ago, on August 6, 1945, at 8:15 a.m, an atomic bomb was
dropped on Hiroshima. A single bomb took the lives of people who had
1magined a bright future, and those who barely survived continue to
suffer from the after effects.

I was born and raised in Hiroshima. Since I was in elementary school,
I have come to understand how cruel and inhumane war and nuclear
weapons can be. However, according to a survey conducted by NHK, it
turns out that only a little less than 30% of people living in Japan know
the date of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. I feel like the knowledge of
the bombing is starting to fade.

I strongly believe that “peace” built when countries understand each
other and join hands is better than “peace” achieved at the cost of human
sacrifice. As the only country in the world to have suffered an atomic
bombing, we want to convey the horror of the atomic bomb to people all
over the world, and spread the circle of knowledge. Let the tragedy from
80 years ago never be forgotten, in order to create a world free of war
and nuclear weapons.

August.2025

Kaneno Sachiko

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated

at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

|r What We Can Do to Create a Peaceful World .ll

During World War II, the world’s first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.
The bomb burned the city and many people. Also, many places were damaged by air
raids. Wars have taken the lives of many innocent people who did nothing wrong.

Even today, wars and conflicts are still happening in places like Ukraine and
Syria. Wars start for many reasons, such as differences in religion or political opinions.
That is why stopping them is very difficult. We need to solve these problems first.
However, if we do nothing, more and more innocent lives will be lost.

To create a world where no one is in danger of wars and where everyone can live
safely, we must keep telling people that we should solve problems by talking, not
fighting. Instead of fighting because of different opinions and making many people
afraid, we should discuss problems peacefully. This way, we can help reduce wars.

To do this, we should first take small actions and tell people that talking is more
important than fighting. For example, we can use social media to share how terrible
wars are, or we can talk about how harmful they are with our family and friends. These
actions can help people understand why we must stop wars and hope for peace.

Also, we can donate money to help people who are suffering because of wars. This
1s one way we can support them.

This year is the 80th anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. It is an
important year for Hiroshima. To make sure wars never happen again, let’s start with
small actions that we can do and take steps toward a peaceful world.

August.2025

Sasaki FEita

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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to People of the World

[ Building Peace Together

I was convinced that peace means no war, and nuclear abolition.
However, I learned that preconceptions can cause us to evaluate other
people's opinions negatively. And I noticed that each person thinks
differently about peace. I've realized that it is not easy to express “what
peace 1s” in words. Especially in Japan, people’s values are different from
one another. Of course, this is natural around the world. It is impossible
for everyone to understand and support each other.

But there is definitely something I can do. It is important to get to know
other people, and to recognize and accept differences from my own. They
lead to a new viewpoint being formed. I want to learn more.

I also feel a strong sense of responsibility for what happened in August

1945.
We must never forget the tragedy caused by a single atomic bomb. For
example, we can use pictures and songs to convey it beyond the language
barrier. We need to think about and face peace as something that concerns
us, not someone else. The king of peace desired varies from person to
person and from country to country, but we must avoid going to war to
achieve it.

I want to take a step forward in connecting the circle of world peace
through small incremental efforts.

August.2025

Yoshinaga Koharu

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For Peace what I can do

Everyone thinks about “Peace”in different ways. Going to school
and studying, making friends and talking happily, and eating delicious
meals are also part of peace.

However, in this world, we cannot say that everything is peaceful.
Even now, in various parts of the world, sad events such as war and
poverty are happening. These situations cannot be called peace.
Discrimination and prejudice are also the same. It is important for each
and every person to value others, so it is not peaceful if there 1s a world
where people are bullied or have unpleasant experiences.

Humans are born equal, and everyone has rights. Respecting human
rights means accepting the thoughts of others, empathizing with their
feelings, and acting together. I believe it is important for many people to
understand and support each other, think about the feelings of others,
and cooperate.

Now, what we can do for peace is to first learn about the situation in
the world and have interest in it. Also, I believe it is important to
participate in volunteer activities and other events.

The”Peace”] envision is a world where everyone can live happily and
enjoyably. In the future, I want to continue to learn about various things
and, by doing so, think about what I can do for peace and take action.
Actually, I always try to keep a smile. Even a simple smile can bring
happiness to others. I hope that these small acts of kindness will lead to
a bigger, more peaceful world. Let's start with what we can.

August.2025

Nakagawa Yume

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Catch Peace

Why do wars and conflicts continue?

When will peace come to us?

We continue to research for answers in a world where there are no answers.

It has been 80 years since the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. On August 6th,
80years ago, a single atomic bomb took the lives of approximately 140,000 innocent
people. Some survivors suffer from guilt for having survived even after losing family
and friends. We are said to be the last generation whose will be heard. What we can
do to make the future more peaceful?

We are different in many ways, including age, nationality, and gender. But, we are
humans. People should not hurt others. War and conflict are acts in which people harm
each other. There is no good or bad in either case. Those who started the war and those
who participated in it are both at fault. Whatever the reason, there are many ways to
avoid using forth. We have the wonderful skill of language. Words of warmth like
"thank you" and "let's do your best" are essential for the peaceful world we are building.
And when survivors share their experiences with people overseas, they first apologize
to them. " In the past, the survivors say, 'We cannot stand in an equal position and
advocate for peace unless we apologize for what Japan has done to other countries"'.
For that, we need to learn history. And we have the duty not to let history fade away
and not to repeat it. Thinking of others creates a nearby peace. Please convey your
thoughts of peace to your family and friends. Why not to convey peace in your own way
and help us increase the number of friends who think about peace? Peace will not come
by waiting. Now is the time to take action. I continue to advocate for peace, praying
for the day when I grasp peace with many companions to come as soon as possible.

August.2025

Ito Rio

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Let's spread peace to many people

On August 6, 1945, the world's first atomic bomb was dropped
on Hiroshima.

On that day, the city of Hiroshima turned into hell in an
mstant. Innocent people were sacrificed, and those who
survived are still suffering from aftereffects.

Eighty years have passed since then, and we, as junior high
school students living in Hiroshima, can now learn the horror of
war and the importance of peace through peace education.

I believe there are some important things to consider in order
to move closer to a peaceful world, most importantly different
perspectives. The reason is that having a variety of perspectives
will enable me to convey what I have learned about the
1mportance of peace and the horrors of war to more people. So, I
want to talk to different people and get different perspectives.
By doing so, I believe we can convey the importance of small,
everyday peace, as well as the misery and horror of war.

Now that wars are continuing in many places. I think it is
time for us to spread the message of peace. If we do that, I
believe the world will become more peaceful little by little. At
least, that's what I think.

August.2025

Twatant Souta

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Observing 80 years
since the atomic bombing

Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Key to peace .

I learned about the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima when I was in
the third grade of elementary school.

Many lives were lost. I was sad that such a thing could happen. I 've
always thought of war as groups of people threatening others with
weapons and making their lives worse. My great-grandmother , who was
exposed to the atomic bomb , said , "Many people died. We must never
wage war again." And yet, such wars continue to this day.

My Chinese friend said that doing the things she enjoys, and seeing
smiling children makes her happy. My French friend is happy when
walking in the forest and relaxing. As for me, being healthy, spending time
with family and being with animals makes me happy.

However, all happiness can be wiped out with one nuclear weapon.
There are many nuclear weapons around the world, and if just one were
to explode, it could make everything that we love disappear. It is difficult
for us to be happy with that fear in our minds.

Nowadays, there are not many people who can talk about the reality of
the nuclear bomb, and most people know very little about the damage it
caused. We should all try to eliminate nuclear weapons from this world
while there are still people alive who know the horrors they cause.

Even if you want to eliminate war, one person alone is not enough.
Everyone feels happiness differently. However, we can still make a
difference in small ways. We can avoid conflict by being considerate of
others, and learning to understand other people's thoughts. Even a small
act of kindness can be a step towards protecting the happiness of other
people. And that is the key that everyone holds for peace to come.

August.2025

Yaomamoto Tamam:i

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Keep the Flame of Peace on .

Do you know what the Flame of Peace 1s?

It 1s at the northern end of the peace pond which stretches from the left and right
to the rear of the cenotaph, for the A-bomb victims in Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Park.

The design of the Flame of Peace utilizes the key words earth and fire which
were obtained from the ideas of children. The fire being lit represent the abolition
of nuclear weapons on water and green earth for permanent peace in the world.
The pedestal in the shape of wrists held together, and palms outstretched towards
the sky were constructed to comfort the victims who never stopped asking for
water, to abolish nuclear weapons, and to express the wish for world peace.

The fire has been burning ever since it has ignited on August 1, 1964, and is a
symbol of the desire to keep it burning until the day when nuclear weapons are
eliminated from the earth. However, currently, there are nine countries that
possess nuclear weapons, and a total of 12,241 nuclear weapons have been
produced around the world. In addition, wars and conflicts are occurring in many
countries around the world, including Russia, Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and many
others. In addition to violence and killing, wars and conflicts cause many problems
such as the emergence of refugees, food shortages, poverty, and loss of lives. Many
children living there suffer every day, in fear of bombings and air raids. Unlike
those of us who live in Japan, they cannot go to school and study normally, or
spend time happily with their family and friends. They are also exposed to the
threat of nuclear weapons.

In order to eliminate these, it is necessary to convey the tragic events of
Hiroshima on August 6th and the horror of new war and nuclear weapons to the
generations who are indifferent. This way people can understand that war must
never be repeated, we should cherish the Flame of Peacce in our hearts and never
let it go out.

August.2025

Okuda Mayu

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Baton from me ]

I believe that no matter how many years have passed, the conflict will not end
unless humans become extinct. Humans are as different as the number of stars.
What you believe in is different, there are things you don't like. In Japan, which is
said to be peaceful, there is a conflict in the name of fighting. Do you think that the
conflict will disappear when such a passing is close to you? I don't think 1t will be
lost. But I think war and conflict are different. War is cowardly, and there are
winners and losers. Also, war does not create anything. It’s just that things that
shouldn't be lost are gone. And countries that go to war do not go to war equally.
Countries at war have money, people, national area, and various other inequalities.
On the other hand, conflicts and fights deepen each other’s knowledge and
strengthen the bond. There is no winning or losing in the fight. Conflicts are fair
with your own ideas. Even if the conflict does not disappear, i1sn't it possible to
eliminate the war? Please don't continue the meaningless war. Please pay attention
to the voices of those who lament not to go to war. I have heard stories from many
atomic bomb victims and traditional people so far. Everyone has all strongly
appealed,” I don't want you to repeat the same mistake” I couldn't tell such people
that I would eliminate the war. Because even in Japan, there are few places that
study for peace, and most children outside of Hiroshima, August 6th is the same as
their usual daily life. In such a situation, it is impossible for me and junior high
school students to convey peace to the would. So, I have a favor to ask. Can you tell
as many people as possible about this situation? Just go home and talk to your
family. I will deliver peace here in Hiroshima. Can you connect this baton of mine
where you are? Finally, why the war until now is “scary. That’s why we shouldn't go
to war. Did you tell me out of fear? This happiness should not be lost. So let’s live
hand in hand together” can't you heart? That's because I don't have the confidence to
say that I won't go to war. Why don't we create a world together where we can
communicate peace with confidence? I'm a small junior high school student.
However, if there are many such small beings, it will be a great help. After my
speech, I hope that your hands are not hands to hold weapons, but hands that that
can be connected for peace.

August.2025

Yamanaka Sakina

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The road to peace for me

In my opinion, peace is when everyone can feel “happy to be alive”.

My grandfather has an older sister. She is my great aunt. When she was six years
old, her family moved to Manchuria in China to escape the war. At that time, she was
left alone in Hiroshima because she was still a little girl and it was dangerous to take
her to an unknown land. Her parents probably thought it would make her happy.

However, it seems she wanted to be with her family. She had a tough experience, and
felt very lonely while away from her family. Certainly, it wasn’t so dangerous. But at
that time, she couldn’t feel that she was happy to be alive. Even now, at ninety years
old, her scares have not healed.

In Japan, more than twenty thousand people take their own lives every year. The
percentage of total deaths is high even among developed countries. In particular, the
number of suicides among young people is increasing. It seems that loneliness, such
as worries about interpersonal relationships and not being able to find one’s place, is
one of the causes.

Would someone who feels “happy to be alive” tries to take their own life? I told you
about the story of my great aunt which is also a painful experience of loneliness. When
a person 1s lonely, they can’t feel “happy to be alive”. In other words, it’s not a state of
peace.

I think accepting others leads to peace. Accepting others is the same as accepting
yourself. If you can accept yourself and live in the moment to the fullest, you should
be able to accept various values and ways of thinking. And it is likely to reduce people’s
loneliness and lead to the feeling “happy to be alive”.

We can’t change the world alone. However, we should start taking action little by
little. Accepting others is one of such action. Think carefully about what we can do,
and put it into practice. I believe that by continuing to take action, we will eventually
create a peaceful world where everyone can feel “happy to be alive”.

August.2025

Kodama Ayum:i

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To Achieve Peace

What do you think about the use of nuclear weapons towards humas during WWII?
Here in Japan, especially in Hiroshima, we learn that atomic bombings like the one on
Hiroshima, and war must never be repeated anywhere, for any reason. On the other
hand, in other countries like the U.S., I have heard that people are taught that the
atomic bombing was necessary and it saved more lives than it took. I have heard that
the ways people think about the meaning of atomic bombing and the nuclear weapons
are different from country to country.

On August 6th in 1945, 80 years ago, an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.
Over 140,000 people were killed at that moment, and others died later from various
diseases. People were just living a life as usual, eating breakfast with their families,
and walking to school. As a student in Hiroshima, I have learned about these stories
through various sources and videos since I was little. Therefore, I believe that such
a tragedy must not be repeated anywhere in the world.

I am a student who grew up in Hiroshima. One thing I would loved to do, or I
must do is to share what happened 80 years ago, and exchange ideas and experiences
with people around the world. It may let us learn something completely new, and
change our way of thinking. Also, it is our turn to share what happened and pass on
their thoughts to people from abroad and the future generation.

Not only are wars with weapons a problem. Quarrels, violence, and
discrimination are conflicts that anyone can experience. These can be caused by
misunderstandings or differences in the way people think. The peace Japan wished
for may be different from the peace which other countries wish for. The idea of justice
you have may be different from others. This can lead us to conflict. Although it is
difficult, it is important to try to listen to und understand others. Every single person
needs to try to do this. Thinking about world peace is difficult. However, if we try
to have peaceful lives with people around us, this will lead us to a peaceful society little
by little.

August.2025

Fujikawa Ryosei

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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since the atomic bombing

Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Tell it to future generations J

I want many people to hear the "thoughts for peace that the survivors
want to pass on to future generations," and I want to create a society
where everyone can live in peace and security.

I have been working as a junior writer for the Chugoku Shinbun
newspaper since I was in the first year of junior high school. I have
interviewed survivors and people involved in peace activities and
compiled them into articles. I have heard the stories of many survivors,
and I was always moved by their painful experiences of the past and
their passionate desire to entrust the future to young people. I wanted
more people to hear these experiences. And I think we should not forget
that the things we take for granted now are by no means the things we
should be given importance.

However, as the survivors age, it will become more difficult for them
to convey their thoughts themselves, and for us to hear to their stories
directly. Therefore, through my participation in the "Conveying
HIROSHIMA Project," I would like to convey the thoughts of the
survivors and my own thoughts that I have received through my
activities to many people both in Japan and abroad. I want to find ways
to engage in dialogue, speak up, and communicate what I can do in
various ways.

August.2025

Yamashita Ayako

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I A Peaceful World

"A Peaceful World." It is not only my hope but also the hope
of people of the world. However, there is a very sad situation like
the invasion of Ukraine by Russia.

I think it's important for us to think about what can we do for
a peaceful world and it's not a difficult thing. For example, it 's
1important to know by communicating. No matter how small it is,
it's important like saying "Every little bit adds up." If people in
the world help each other, we can make "A Peaceful World."

Not to try big things just yourself, but to try something with
your family, friends, and cooperating. I think these little thing is
very important to make "A Peaceful World."

I'm going to do something that I can, here in Hiroshima where
I was born and raised.

August.2025

Nagao Azusa

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The horror of nuclear weapons

80 years ago, the atomic bomb stole away the lives and futures of many
people.

Even now, there are many still suffering from the

aftereffects.

Why does the atomic bomb, starting with "Little-Boy" that was dropped
on Hiroshima, continue to exist today?

One reason may be that only those who lost the war truly understand the
horrors it brought. But if the victors of the war who dropped the bomb
could visit Japan and confront its devastation, then the abolition of
nuclear weapons might become a possibility.

I think that there are things we can do to prevent such wars from
happening again. We should never forget what happened 80 years ago,
and we should learn to cherish each day we live in peace. We should also
pass on our memories and recollections to those who come after to ensure
that it can never be forgotten. It is never a certainty that we will live to
see tomorrow, so we should never take our lives for granted. I want to live
each day appreciating just how fortunate we really are.

If people around the world can understand and think seriously about
nuclear weapons, then maybe we can prevent the same tragedy from
happening again.

August.2025

Haruki Yuika

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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since the atomic bombing

Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Feelings of Peace /]

Can we say that the world is at peace today?

Compared to the past, Japan is no longer at war and is considered one of the safest
countries in the world. However, even if Japan is safe, countries such as Russia,
Ukraine, Yemen, Israel, and Palestine are still at war.

Even people who are not involved in those wars are still easily losing their lives.

However war does not only take lives. It inflicts an incredible wound on the human
heart.

Those who were exposed to the atomic bomb in Hiroshima still cannot forget,
remember, and are tormented by the guilt of their survival.

I believe this is the true horror of war.

Chieko Kiriaki, an A-bomb survivor, said, "Peace does not come from the other side.
Peace will not come from the other side , and if we don't make efforts, we will go to war
more and more".

In fact, there are predictions of a third world war. I believe that if we do not face the
fact that the world is heading toward war and do not turn away from it, we will repeat
the cycle of war.

In order not to repeat such a tragedy, we must know the horror of war and continue
to tell people about it so that they will not forget.

No matter how small our power is, if we accumulate many feelings for peace, it will
become a great power.

August.2025

Nakashima Yuma

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Observing 80 years
since the atomic bombing

Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

|r We keep walking the path shaped by our will to rise again. ,il

What Does Peace Mean to you — right now, in this moment?

For me, peace begins with one simple truth: every life deserves to be safe, no matter
the past or position. Real peace means being able to live safely and freely, not as a
privilege, but as something we should all expect. To reach that, we must not rely on
nuclear weapons for safety, but build a world without them — a world without violence,
and where every person’s uniqueness 1s respected.

Conflicts like war or bullying don’t come from one single cause. Misunderstandings
and clashes of opinion can sometimes arise from values shaped by a person’s — or a
nation’s — way of thinking, history, religion, and environment. But if we let those
differences divide us, we risk hurting far more than ourselves — even the world around
us.

War teaches us more than the tragedy of nuclear weapons. It also tells a story of
recovery — of people choosing unity, cooperation, and hope.

If humans created nuclear weapons, then we also have the power to eliminate them.
There are many ways to erase someone’s future without a warning. That’s why
learning about Hiroshima, carrying its lessons forward, and seeing it not as someone
else’s story — but as our own —is so important.

We can’t change the past. But the future — that’s ours to shape. Remember a
moment when the people around you were truly smiling. That feeling is worth
protecting. Don’t let it go. Hold on to it, and let’s move forward — with courage —
toward a peaceful future.

August.2025

Kubo Miyu

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Observing 80 years
since the atomic bombing

Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To make the world peaceful [

My grandfather told me his father died in the war.

My grandmother's family also lived in Kokura at the time the atomic
bomb was dropped. Originally, these bombs were planned to be dropped in
Kokura on August 9th. However, the weather was bad that day. If an
atomic bomb had been dropped on Kokura, I might not have been born.
That's why I am grateful for now.

Since then, there are many ways to bring peace to the world. First, we
should learn and know about peace. Knowing peace is very important. It
1s important for us to understand how the world works and share our
thoughts to others. Second, it is about connecting to the next generation.
When we share what happened in the world and talk about next
generation, it makes people think about peace. Third, we should value the
people around us. Even when we have disagreements, we can always
overcome them when we communicate, support, and truly care for each
other.

I want to be a Japanese teacher. If I become the teacher, I want to talk
about peace in both English and Japanese. Finally, this year is the 80th
anniversary of the atomic bombing, and the number of survivors is
decreasing in the world. So that, we don't forget the tragedy from 80 years
ago, Let's think about peace together.

August.2025

Kawasaki Ema

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ World peace

What does peace mean to you ?

I wake up in a nice, fluffy bed every day and eat a balanced
meal. I think peace i1s having family, being able to talk with them,
and being able to live everyday lives.

I asked the visitors what peace means to them, and they
answered things like, "Safety, family, friends." But, I don’t know
if they are true peace. Because each person has a different
answer to the question of peace. However, that doesn’t mean you
should deny it, and each person has their own way of feeling.
Because each person lives in a different place and in an
environment.

Countries go to war because of their differences in perception.
So, I'm in trouble. What is true peace. How can we find true
peace and end war.

Finally, I think about these things 1s also a part of peace
activities. This is what I really thought at 14 years old.

August.2025

Matsushima Izumi

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Observing 80 years
since the atomic bombing

Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For the Peaceful Future

On August 6th, 80 years ago, an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.

In just one moment, the city was burned, and many people died. Even
those who survived lost many important things, and they suffered for a
long time because of radiation. We must never forget this sad event.

Now, there are still wars and conflicts in the world. Peace 1s not -
something that just happens. Each of us has to think and act to protect
peace. I have learned about what happened in Hiroshima through the
stories of atomic bomb survivors. But as time passes, there are fewer
people who can share their experiences. So I want to take their place and
share how scary nuclear weapons are.

I want to learn more from Hiroshima. I also want to understand people
from different countries, their cultures, and not fight. That may not be
easy, but I think it's important to try. For peace, I want to keep doing what
I can, little by little.

When we think about war, we mustn't just think it's someone else's
problem. Try to imagine yourself, your family, or your friends losing
everything. We must recognize our differences and talk to each other.

I believe that's the way to peace. This is the message I want to send from
Hiroshima. Let's never repeat that sad history again. Wil you think about
peace with me?

August.2025

Kajitant Yumi

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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to People of the World

I The Form of Peace |

There are some words that keep echoing in my mind, such as “the
form of peace.” While reflecting on the phrase, a similar idea came to
me,” the form of happiness.” When I think about what “the form of
happiness” is, it could be feeling good about buying something, being
thankful to be alive even when we are sick, to feel happy to have a family
next to you, or even far away. These forms of happiness can be described
as the happiness in satisfying material needs, the happiness of simply
being alive, and the happiness of feeling connected to family.

In this way, I realized that “the form of happiness” differs depending
on a person’s circumstances. This made me wonder if there might also be
several different forms of peace. If peace is to live peacefully with a smile
on your face, then maybe there must be one type of peace that everyone
longs for. So why hasn’t that shared vision of peace come true yet?

Since “the form of happiness” imagined by each person is different, I
thought peace would not be achieved even though there is only one form
of peace. At the end of the war, Japan could not come to an agreement
with other countries that were involved, and as a result, atomic bombs
were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

The wounds on the body and mind of the atomic bomb victims cannot
be healed for the rest of their lives. Such tragedies must never be
repeated. That is why, I believe that we should advocate for peace from
our standpoint as people who were born in Hiroshima, so that the
happiness that each of us desires will take form.

August.2025

Sakoda Shizuki

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.



NS DHRZEAENSIHRD N2 ~DFEFA vB—

I ¥EFfnohz2F |

ROBEDHZE T o LB Ko TWAHEENH Y £, Zhut, RO
NETF|] EVWIHIBETT, FMTENEE XD X T, HUEFED I8
HEF|] EVWIBENOEBEZXTHELL, [FEEOWETF] BEDLH 72
LONEZDLHE, I, MrbDOEE TERELEEELDLZ L, Fiksx
FFoTWTAEETWATEITCTERILELEKUD Z &, FERENPBEICWLTEE
LD EHH0ET, ZNOOEFIIMERENT-T Z & TOER,
HEETWDZLICHTHEE, FELEODRNPYDZEELEN) ZENTE
EJr N

ZOLIT, TOANDEBIZL ST IS0 F) 3R D 52 F
L7z, TiE, DERMOB ZF ) ([ZiZW L O0EEPRH 20 EEZXE L
Tz RETYRCEL T Z L2 PR ET D 0I1E, FAUTAA D S FFn
X1 272D TiEZ2Wn b BnET, TiE, 2E8ARARNES 1 OO
KIINZ2VDOTL X 9D,

L, ENENOBRWHE T80 2T BRERL201IC, RO
NEF | F—27eDIc, EBEINR2OWOTIIRVWNEZXE L, BHA
X, KERFFICAETE T, MR HAEEPAELRIFICEEINEL
776

WEHDO, KELOEIT AR EHA, TOI ) REENTHEY KL=
<HVEHA, TODIT, AT BNIRBIZEENTLSG B AR A
52 &T, ENENDNELEER I X FITRD LI LT iud s
HoTWET,

A7 (2025) 48 A
HHE A
M}};

), i; DAy =Vl — Fid, PREEARED TFEDFO
#E80RE ) \THR BT O B TR AR LT E T,



-'\‘}};

J

L)
Rwm0EE

bserving 80 years
since the atomic bombing

Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I To end war J

I want to tell the world that we are repeating the mistakes of the past. Because I
have learned two things from my experiences visiting the Chiran Peace Museum in
Kagoshima during peace studies and school trips. The first is that war takes the lives
of tens of thousands of people. On August 6, a single atomic bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima, taking140,000 lives. On August 9, 70,000 lives were again taken when an
atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, and 1,036 more lives were taken in the special
attack operation. The second is that war is a human mistake and must never be
repeated. In the stories of the atomic bomb survivors and the lectures I listened to at
the Chiran Peace Museum, it was stated that “war must never be repeated.” War not
only takes the lives of tens of thousands of people, but also continues to cause sadness
and suffering to those who survive and the families and friends of those who died.
That 1s why war must never be repeated. This is expressed in the words “Because we
will never repeat mistakes” on the inscription of the Hiroshima Peace City Memorial.

But there is still the Russian invasion of Ukraine and other wars going on, and there
are more than 10,000 nuclear weapons in the world. I thought that these actions are
repeating the mistakes of the past. Therefore, I wanted to tell the world that we are
only repeating the mistakes of the past, in order to eliminate war from the world. As a
first step, I think it is important to be interested in and learn about war, which is a
human mistake. Then, through words, music, pictures, etc., we can convey the effects
of past mistakes and the importance of peace.

I hope that each of us will learn about war., communicate about it, and prevent the
repetition of past mistakes so that war will cease to exist in the world.

August.2025

Masuda Ayane

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To Create a Peaceful World

At 8:15 a.m. on August 6, 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. The
city was instantly reduced to a burnt field, and a vast number of corpses were scattered
in the rivers and on the roads. People cried out for help.  "Help me," "It hurts," and
"Give me water." About 140,000 people died from just one bomb.

I have a great-grandmother who is 86 years old. She was exposed to the atomic bomb
when she was in elementary school. Since then she had been in good health without
any problems. However, she was diagnosed with cancer last year, and she is still
undergoing painful treatment. 80 years have passed after the atomic bomb was
dropped, there are many people who have been suffering from illness or who continue
to bear the emotional scars of the war.

On the other hand, there are still many countries at war, and innocent people are
dying, losing their families, suffering from illness. There are many people who cannot
even eat and sleep in peace, though we take it for granted. = That’s why I believe we

need to create a peaceful world.

To achieve this goal, I must recognize the preciousness of every life, and I'm sure that
it is important to pass the knowledge of the horrific war to the next generation. We
should also visit the bombed areas more to learn about the reality of Hiroshima. Even
if what you can do is small, I believe that it is important for everyone to respect each

other, and to work together. Let's create the happy world for everyone together.

August.2025

Ue Marika

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I My Thoughts and Hopes for the world |

Imagine Your family is desperately fleeing from a bomb attack. Imagine Your partner
shoots with a gun at a person from an enemy country and is injured. It's hard, isn't it?
I'm worried. However, there are many people in this world who are in such a situation.
In the conflict between countries, even unrelated people are involved. There are
millions and tens of millions of people in this country who can't eat enough or get
enough sleep. There are many people who are suffering from war even though they are
the same people and friends who were born on the same earth. But why did it take the
form of war? In order to protect the nation and their loved ones. On the contrary, they
are lost through war. If you lose someone or something important to you, no matter
how much you wish, you will never see them again. I think it's important to discuss
without using weapons. Aren’t those people who try to solve conflict with violence are
weak? It is always the people in power who start a war. Then it must be them who
should end the war. However, even if we say, "Let's stop the war right now," it won't
happen. If that were the case, the world would have been peaceful a long time ago.
Because there are many people in this world who want peace, and there are many
people who work for it. So, what can we do? I'm sure everyone living on this earth will
think about what peace is. However, there is no answer to peace. That’s why everyone
shares and discusses what peace is, and that's the way to make the world full of peace.
And today, please say "Thank you always" to the person who takes care of you. I think

that's the best shortcut to peace that we can do now.

August.2025

Kubo Honami

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Observing 80 years
since the atomic bombing

Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Forthe peaceofall

What is the most important thing to you? Family, Friends, Lives... I am sure the answer will be
different for everyone. But they are all treasures for someone. However, on August 6, 1945, a single
atomic bomb took everything from the city of Hiroshima in an instant. Hiroshima was so
devastated that it was said, "Not even a blade of grass or a tree will grow for 75 years".

But what about Hiroshima today? Grass and trees that were said not to grow for 75 years are
decorating Hiroshima, and the people are full of vitality. It is almost as if people have forgotten
that the atomic bomb was dropped. Indeed, it is a good thing that the people of Japan are so
peaceful that they do not feel the horrors of war. But is it good enough as it is? What happened in
the past? Why were atomic bombs dropped? Why do people fight? Will the world ever truly be at
peace? I believe that at the root of these answers lies the question, "What is world peace? ". The
other day, I had an opportunity to interview some foreigners and asked them, "What does peace
mean to you?". Each one of them gave a different answer, such as no conflict, no one being
unhappy, no one being poor, and so on. It was then that I realized, "Not all of us envision the same
peace". In other words, dropping atomic bombs, fighting, and taking lives are all “carrying out
justice” to protect the “peace” within us. This is by no means to say that we regard it as justice
to use force to fight. What I want to say is that just as what is the most important thing is different
for each of us, the form of peace is different for each of us, too. No one fights without reason. They
are important to us, we have our own peace, and we fight because we can't recognize each other.
That is why it is important to know. History, present history, your way of thinking, the other
person's way of thinking, race, religion, culture... various things, think deeply, and learn about the
world. Then surely, we will be able to realize the weight of what is important to others and the
importance of mutual respect. And this is true for us as well. To turn a blind eye to bullying and
fighting will one day develop into a big fight. It happened to me. In elementary school, I ignored a
fight that broke out in my class, and it turned into a big fight involving the whole grade. My
indifference led to a big fight. That is why I want people to try to know about peace and not ignore
it as if it is none of their business. And if you can, please share it with as many people as possible.
It doesn't matter how you do it. It doesn't matter if you write an essay, sing a song, draw a picture,
or whatever. I believe that it is meaningful to know things, to pursue them deeply, and to try to
convey them to others.

Wishing alone will not change the world. Even if it is a small thing. Action is the first step to
changing the world.

August.2025

OFkihara Ichika

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Observing 80 years
since the atemic bombing

Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peace In Diversity

I think diversity is the most important word in the perspective of
peace.

There are many wars such as the war in Gaza. They are caused by
friction of differences of religion in the world. However, I guess this can
be solved by admitting each other’s diversity.

There is no war in Japan now. However, there is still racism to non-
Japanese people. Can this situation be called real peace? Do you think
that the people who are thirsty for peace are somehow strangers? It is all
the people in the world, including us, who should be craving for peace.

Moreover, we have an important reason, “No more Hiroshima”. Each
country’s thought toward wars is different. People in some countries
don’t have classes about A-bomb. Some justify using A-bomb or forget
that they were the perpetrator since their country was the victim of it.
The “difference” which I want to say includes this. I think it isn’t a small
action, being serious about understanding and admitting differences,
rather than violently enforcing sameness for the sake of it. This can
avoid conflicts with countries that are unwilling to understand the
principle of other countries.

I’'m planning to participate in the training program in October where
I will interact with people from other countries. I'd like to indicate my
desire for a peaceful world with “No more Hiroshima” while learning
about diverse cultures and various values.

August.2025

Kondo Shu

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peaceisin our hands

On August 6, 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima Prefecture.

With a single bomb, approximately 100,000 lives were taken in an instant.

Despite this tragic event, the world still continues to suffer from conflicts and wars.

Today, a war 1s ongoing between Russia and Ukraine.

In a world where such strife still exists, I offer this appeal:

I believe we can begin to create change, here and now, through the actions and choices
born from our dreams.

Rather than fearing our differences, let us embrace them.

Rather than seeking conflict, let us deepen our understanding through dialogue.

And rather than wishing only for our own happiness, let us show
compassion by wishing for the happiness of others as well.

I believe these are the values that will lead us to true peace.

Peace cannot be achieved by one person alone,

but if each and every heart holds hope for peace, that light can brighten
the entire planet.

Please, find that light within yourself.

As long as we continue walking the path toward peace, the future will
surely be filled with hope.

Finally, I offer you my message for peace:

“Peace is in our hands. Let us begin now.

I truly believe that a brighter future can be realized through our actions

and choices.

May peace reach every heart.”

August.2025

Masuda Ibuki

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

' We must do what we cando

I had a grandmother who I loved very much. My grandmother also
had a beloved older sister. However, her sister lost her life in the atomic
bomb attack. The atomic bomb took away the future and hope of many
people in a moment. I often wonder why there is always war somewhere
in the world. What's the point of war? It takes not only people's lives but
also their hope and their hearts. When I think of the present situation, I
believe there is something we have to do to create a peaceful world. We
must continue to express our passion. It is important for us to continue
to express our zeal for peace through our words. Making a speech might
be a small thing, but if we take action together, we can make a
difference. It 1s also important to be open to other people's ideas. Mutual
respect and acceptance of differences are vital in today's world. Even
now, over 50 countries are still at war. War is just a way to justify the
opinions of one side.

Instead of killing innocent people, we need to join hands and help
each other.

My grandmother used to tell me stories about the night after the
bombing, including the story of people who evacuated, and her sister who
never returned. My grandmother passed away in June 2024. I can't see
or talk to her anymore. But I can share what she told to me. I can pass
on her wishes, and continue telling people all over the world what I
heard from her. If the baton of my grandmother's stories is passed on to
more people, it will be a shared legacy of the past. With people working
together, I believe that we can create a peaceful world.

August.2025

Tsukamoto Ami

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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to People of the World

[ Connection ]

Peace isn’t something one person can achieve alone. One person can’t
stop war or save millions, but many can make a difference.

Japan has worked hard to maintain peace by banning nuclear bombs
and learning from its past. This is a big step, but is it enough to bring
worldwide peace? I think Japan can do more—not only to bring peace
inside the country but to other countries as well.

I listened to a Hiroshima survivor speak. She said she felt guilty for
surviving while her friends and family died before her eyes. Her words
were heart-wrenching. At the Peace Memorial Museum, I saw that each
victim had a life of their own. No one deserved to die like that. And
knowing such weapons still exist is terrifying. This experience changed
how I see everything.

In Japan, we learn the horrors of nuclear bombs, but not always the
pain we caused—Ilike the attack on Pearl Harbor. Similarly, people in
other countries may know their side but not ours.

That’s why we must connect and communicate. Technology now allows
us to connect beyond borders. I suggest schools provide opportunities for
these conversations—discussing past wars, their impacts, and what
peace truly means. For example, Japan can discuss the dangers of
nuclear bombs, spreading understanding. By doing so, students are
exposed to a variety of ideas, possibly encouraging students to take
action.

As I said before, one can’t make a big difference, but many can. We are
here to bring peace, to connect countries. Together, let us bring countries
closer than ever before.

August.2025

Irie Yui

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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