Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peace Created by communication ]

I think that telling others about peace is the first step to peace. There
are three ways to do this, and the first is to say thank you. When I help
someone and they say thank you, it makes me smile and I want to help
them again. I think that this will create a comfortable environment where
there are no fights, bullying, and will help to create peace in our daily
lives. I am sure that saying thank you in this way is important for the
realization of peace.

The second is to act for peace. In Hiroshima, there are people called
"gennbakudensyosya" who convey the horror of the atomic bomb. They are
only about 0.0002% of the population of Hiroshima City. In other words,
there are very few people who advocate for peace.

If we are to realize a world without nuclear weapons, we must make as
many people as possible aware of the horror of these weapons. We need to
convey to future generations the horrors of 79 years ago.

Third, we need to share ideas. I have had many discussions about peace
with my colleagues here. In the process, I have identified issues and we
have communicated to each other what is important to obtain peace. Peace
cannot be achieved by myself alone. I am sure that you can find a solution
if you think about it with your colleagues.

As a child born in the A-bombed city of Hiroshima, I hope that the world
will become a place where force is not used as a means of solution.

August.2024

Hamakawa Mei
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For a peaceful future /]

What can we do for the future?

At 8:15 a.m. on August 6,1945, a bomb, a flash of light, killed
many people. Yet wars still happen and there are nuclear
weapons all over the world. If one drops, we return to
Hiroshima 79 years ago, the world will be miserable. Such a
thing should never happen. What can we do to prevent this
from happening?

It's important to tell people who don't know about war, but I
think that the most important thing is to be interested in war
and peace. By being interested, you can acquire new knowledge
and i1deas that you didn't know before, and expand your
horizons. And if your horizons expand, you can think about the
essence and the connection of things. Also we can enhance our
applied ability, imagination and analytical ability.

Let's all take an interest in war in order to eliminate war and

nuclear weapons. And let's create a peaceful future!

August.2024

Yoshimura Yuto
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Having someone important to you

I went to see “I wish I could meet you again on the hill where that flower blooms” last winter.
It is a love story in which Akira, a suicide bomber, and Yuri, who has traveled back in time from
modern times to the Showa era, fall in love.

Yuri will see off Akira, who is leaving as a suicide squad member.

I was born and raised in Hiroshima, and I learned the horror of the war in Hiroshima every year.

Have you ever lost someone important to you?

I haven’t had such an experience yet.

I live with my precious family and friends peacefully.

However, during the war, there was a life that could not easily live peacefully and happy days
with loved ones like me.

I thought I was afraid of dying until now, but when I watched the movie, I learned the cruel thing
of “seeing an important person die”, and I learned that it was very disgusting sad, and terrible.

I learned the horrors of war and atomic bombs in Hiroshima, and now I live with gratitude to
my loved ones.

Are you saying unpleasant or hurtful things to your loved ones?

If you are at war in your own country now, can you say the same thing to that person?

In fact, wars are happening all over the world now.

There are people who are suffering from violence, in the background of living happily.

This is not someone else’s business.

Why don’t you spend your current happy daily life, nature, and days with your loved ones so as

not to lose them, and create a wonderful world together?

August.2024

Aya Ito
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ First Step toward Peace

Can you imagine that so many people died here ? On August 6,
people living in Hiroshima went about their daily lives as usual, just like
us living here in Hiroshima now. But at 6:15 in the morning, the city of
Hiroshima was burnt down and became a wasteland. An atomic bomb
was dropped on Hiroshima. Hiroshima was filled with the people who
continued to walk even though their bodies had melted, dead people
floated in the river and collapsed on the roadside. That scene seemed
like the hell.

I heard this fact when I first visited the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Museum. I felt like my heart was about to burst. Such a tragedy must
never be repeated. For that reason, I want to talk about peace and the
tragedy that happened in Hiroshima. I want to end violence in our
surroundings. However, values of peace are different depending on
history and culture. For example, some people had their families killed
by Japan. Can we talk about peace to those people from the Japanese
perspective ? Japan is both a victim and perpetrator of the war.

Therefore, we must think about peace from the perspective of other
positions. If we don’t do so, we can never convey peace. Why don’t we
think about that when we start talking with people close to us ? 1 believe
that our actions will be the first step toward peace.

August.2024

Nishio Haruma
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For a Peaceful World |

It may not seem like it, but we are lucky just being able to live our day to day lives. The
news is full of stories about people who don't have enough to eat, kids who can't go to school,
and people who are just having a hard time finding a reason to live.

To overcome all of this, we must craft a world of equality, peace, and trust. In order to make
this a reality, there are things we must do.

First off, we mustn't judge people based off of looks. People come from various cultural
backgrounds and that's what makes us unique. Making fun of, or joking about various
people's culture isn't ok.

We must respect different cultures and the way in which we all grew up.

The second thing is to think about the feelings of others and to support one another. The
things that we think are ok to do might be hurting someone mentally and physically without
us noticing. It's not easy to open up and share your feelings with other people, and it takes a
lot of courage to do so. Everyone has some sort of problem; it's very natural. Which is why we
should be honest with each other, and ourselves. We should support the people around us.
These are the things we must do to make a world of equality, peace and trust, a reality.

We must also never forget how nuclear weapons have impacted and changed all of our lives.
We mustn't use nuclear weapons ever again. Even now, there are wars happening around the
globe. We can't pick which countries are right or wrong but there are a lot of innocent people
suffering from these wars. Not judging people by looks or culture, thinking about each other,
supporting each other, making each other laugh, and implementing these into our day to day
lives is the key to a brighter future.

By doing these things, I think we can make this, a "peaceful world."

August.2024

Motonaga Haruki
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What is peace?

What 1s peace ? Does peace come from withim?
At8:45,on August 6th, 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped in
Hiroshima. People and towns were lost. Are there any meanings to
continue the wars even if we 1o0se lives happiness ?

I think peace is about respecting each other and not relying on
force. Each opinion is different, so to respect each other is important.
It seems simple but we still have warn now. "The person who commits
violence is bad.

"My parents always said to me when I got into fights. I think the
wars are same as fights.

Once our lives are lost, they will never come back.Once our harts get
damaged, they will never be cured.

Even if we lose many lives, do we get something from the wars ?

I want to pass down the stories about the wars to future generations.
In order to do that, it is important to know more about the wars and to
be conscious of peace, if each person pays attention to peace, if we don't

think keeping peace is someone eise's problem, then is exactly the first
step to abolish the wars.

What should we do to prevent further tragedies like what happened
in Hiroshima ? What can we do in order not to lose lives over wars.

August.2024

Nakagawa Miu
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Awareness Of Peace ]

I feel a sense of crisis that people’s awareness of peace is waning year by
year. Because peace is never something we should take for granted. Most
people living today have probably lived their lives taking peace for
granted. I am one of them. However, I was born and raised in Hiroshima
Prefecture, the area that was hit by atomic bomb, and by the time I
entered junior high school, I had learned a lot about peace, war, and the
people of that time. So even as a child, I understood the hellish events that
took place about 80 years ago, the horror of war, and the importance of
peace. And I thought other people felt the same way. However, the reality
1s we live in a world where people try to control other people by force,
killing and injuring people. In this world, there are as many values and
ways of thinking as there are people, but I believe that everyone’s thoughts
and feelings toward peace are similar.

Isn’t it important for us to reconsider what peace means and to
understand each other? Instead of viewing the wars, conflicts, and other
events that are happening in the world today as someone else’s problem,
if you start viewing them as your own, your way of thinking will change,
and your awareness of peace will also change.

August.2024

Hatama Rinka
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The Meaning of Peace

What do you think peace is? A peaceful world is a calm one. One without war.

But, I think it means something more than just that. Not only no wars, but also
No bullying, no violence, no hurting others.

When I was in seventh grade, I went to the Peace Park to study about peace.

I listened to the words of a deceased survivor through the words of a speaker there.
I learned about the horror and misery of war. The survivor was a Korean man

who was living in Japan. He was bullied for being Korean, and ended up having to
move to Hiroshima because of it.

On August sixth, 1945, Hiroshima was hit by the atomic bomb. He survived the
bombing, but he had burns all over his body. Walking home, he saw many horrors.
One that was burned into his memory was an image of a dead horse. Its innards
were coming out of its body. Somehow, he was able to make it to his home.

He had lived, but day by day, maggots began growing in his wounds. He suffered
intense pain. His mother couldn’t stand watching him suffer. She begged for him to
He was so sad to hear her say that, but he too wanted to die.

die. He left his house to finally end his pain. When he left, an old woman saw him
suffering and gave him oil to ease the pain of his burns and wounds. She had given
it to him easily, even though o1l was very expensive at the time. He thanked her
many times and applied the oil. It healed not only the pains of his wounds, but also
the pains of his heart. He lived until he was 80 years old.

I wish for world peace. I want the world to experience not only the end of wars, but
also the end of the suffering bullying and hurtful actions cause us. To create a world
like that, I want to be like the old woman and help ease the pain of others. I want
people all over the world to try to be more like her too. Then we can make our world
peaceful together.

August.2024

Tsuboi Yukito
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Circle |

When you hear the word "war," what comes to your mind? Fighting with guns and
missiles. Buildings being destroyed and many people dying, as in Russia and Ukraine.
I think you probably think of things like that. However, I think that fights, bullying,
violence, and the way of thinking that tolerates these things grow larger and lead to
the act of war that we all think of.

We can't suddenly stop wars happening all over the world. First of all, I think we can
eliminate the small wars that are close to us. To do that, I think it's important to
expand the "circle of mutual recognition."

For example, when my teacher recognized me for my hard work, I felt more
confident, and I learned that "people who are recognized feel so happy." So I started to
look for the good in others, wanting to recognize others. In this way, the person who is
recognized gains confidence and becomes motivated. Also, they realize that they are
valued and want to recognize others, and the person who recognizes them can learn
about the good in the other person. They feel like they want to cherish that person. I
want to expand this "circle of recognition" starting from where I am close to home,
where people who have been recognized by others can then recognize others.

I believe that conflicts arise from a failure to recognize each other. If this "circle of
recognition" expands, I hope we can build a society where we respect each other's ways
of thinking and cultures and join hands.

August.2024

Kagehiro Akane
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I We Create the Future |

On August 6, 1945, the city of Hiroshima was burned down by a single atomic bomb. There
were people who were burned down and cried for water. Survivors also suffered the
aftereffects of radiation and loss. The A-bomb survivors said it was like a living hell. We can’t
change the past, but we can change the future. As people who live in the present, there is
always something we can do. We must not waste the death and sufferings of the victims.

Even now, wars and conflicts are taking place in the world. The precious lives of innocent
people are being taken away, and many people are scared and suffering. There are people who
can’t see their dreams and future, and are just desperate to live today.

Why does war happen? Because we are human beings. It is natural that each person has a
different way of thinking and living, but in war they fight for their own prejudice. People deny
each other’s differences and decide based on their own perspective. Everyone has the right to
live equally. So, it’s strange that people try to control other people.

I asked some foreign people at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park what is peace for them.
Each person had a different answer, such as being able to laugh and study. No one said
exactly the same thing. Through this experience, what we can do to make the world peaceful
1s to respect, understand and accept the each other’s views. Also, I don’t think we should
judge other people based on our own preconceptions. We should stop being adamant, have a
wider perspective on things, and broaden our horizons. Even if our steps are small, they will
be a big thing that will change the world.

We can exchange and discuss opinions through peace talks. So, we don’t need nuclear
weapons and war.

War is something that should never happen. Nuclear weapons are terrible weapons that
destroy people’s dreams and future in an instant. But it is true that there are countries that
still have nuclear weapons or are at war. We are still working to become a society where we
can solve things fast and with cooperation. I hope to make a society where we can solve things
through peaceful conversations and respect as citizens of the earth without borders.

August.2024

Terayama Kasumi

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ With the power of individual

I am very grateful for this opportunity to speak out about peace. Because I hope it can contribute to the challenge
of “war” in the world today. For the happiness of mankind, I thought of the following ideas.

First, about war. Wars are fought for reasons such as “for the sake of one’s country” or “to protect one’s own
things,” but in the end, I think they are about killing each other. Taking a life is a cruel act and a painful, and tragic
loss for that person’s family and loved ones. It is said that wars are fought to enrich people’s lives, such as by
acquiring land, but on the contrary, they deplete resources, cause food shortages and make life difficult for people.
So I really don’t think there’s anything good in war. No matter what, I want to avoid any future wars that result
in many deaths or the destruction of the Earth by nuclear weapons. I think there are two ways to achieve this.

The first, of course, is to lay down our weapons forever. Fighting ultimately leads to destruction, such as here in
Hiroshima, where the first atomic bomb was dropped. In my peace studies, I learned that more than 140,000 people
died as a result of the atomic bomb and that there are still people who are suffering today. Just one bomb took the
lives of so many innocent people! Nuclear weapons are a very frightening. However, there are currently over 10,000
nuclear weapons in the world. This is because of the idea of “using nuclear weapons as a deterrent to protect
national security.” But, it is said that if this huge number of nuclear weapons were to be used, the Earth would
truly be destroyed. Now, bombs are being built that are even more powerful than the one that fell on Hiroshima.
But, if thousands of them were to explode everywhere, even the Earth would not be able to withstand it. Right now,
not only are our lives at risk, but the Earth itself is at risk.

The second way to achieve this is for the world to become one world. For people all over the world to love each
other like one family. It is not that we love them deeply because we have our own family but that we love them with
the awareness to “respect everyone in the world” broad-mindedly without any borders. Now, discrimination and
divisions occur due to differences in race and religion, but I believe that it is necessary for the world, which is
separated into fragments, to become one. And everyone should work together and share the profits fairly. That way,
no one in the world will die from poverty. Moreover, if the technology and energy currently being used for war
were redirected to benefit the lives of people around the world, all people could live richly and securely. In reality,
we should not create boundaries but get along and share with each other. If we could achieve this, wouldn’t the
Earth become richer in a true sense? 'To realize this, we need to have love in our heart, understanding the caring
for others. If there is no love, an overflow of hatred, and suffering may ultimately lead to destruction. This is why
love is essential.

“Getting rid of weapons” and “the world becomes one” are two things that are not easy to achieve. The reason for
this is that countries fear each other. Even if I say, "Let's get rid of weapons," no country would do it. Because they
are afraid of other countries, thinking, “We don’t know when they’ll attack us.” And yet we must create a new trend
that goes against this. Most people just want to live in peace. However, I think the reason the world doesn’t
change is because every person is afraid to be different from others and doesn’t say so. But, we should be able to
say with confidence the facts that "nuclear weapons are dangerous" and "war makes people miserable." To realize
world peace for mankind, I want you to do what you can yourself. Because your actions may determine the fate of
the world.

August.2024

Takahashit Saho

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ It is important to know ]

August sixth, my great grandmother was living in Hiroshima
city. At the same time, she was safe. A evacuated children, in
other words, she can meet my grandfather. But, after that, her
health got worse and worse. She went to heaven in a barn in
winter of that year from vomiting blood due to the war effects.
This room only had candle light. Three children lost a kind
mother. Many people lost something important from war. What
should we do to help people live in peace? I think that acquiring
correct knowledge can support making good decisions. Also, I
think that it can make people think more about feelings, people's
suffering and the preciousness of life.

Humans are not strong.

Because of this people hurt people and make mistakes. If you
can notice mistakes, Do you stop? Why don’t you stop? So let's
make people in the world live together in a peaceful future
together.

August.2024

Tamamura Nanami

“\ 7N This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
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/ at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.



TR B DRSO N 2 ~DOFFiAy—

[ KRz REIE ]

8 A6 H . O AHIAETICWEL, @I F DR R CL-,
BRBAL CWW-FEHiEICH I ZENTEEL, L L, (ROFHF 23 L
o CWEEL, FL T, FOEDAEIZ, a—Y IO TETOE E
T, ML TELRYELE, ZL T SADFELZITELWRE RV E
U7 BRE DN TS EAD A &2 TR DS NI FL
T2o AL M T, BIELZ DO IR BRI TWOET, A & D3EF7R
HETEZ AT DIZIEE Y TIUT OV D TLIEHD, FATTRTO ADE
BOEEA LIRS IENRYIE LB WET, SRR T, Aske
IZETONET, L TIELV VN TEAE BV ET,

AN, AR EHE A,

726, NEBGEGOTT-0, FiEWEILLIZDT52ER3H0ET, HL.
WEV RSN D, 0D TAHAEEAN? BIR, B, R T
N & NIEFETED, FR7e R RIIL TWDEELED,

A6 (2024) 4£8 A

EX &

ZDAy =V —RIE, SERRLEAE O NEIREO D 11
BTN IO B ARE R AL TOET,




Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peace I Want to Convey

I was born and raised in Hiroshima.

August 6tt 1s a day that should never be forgotten for Hiroshima or
for humanity.

I learned about it when I was 13 years old, I went to the Peace
Museum as part of my school’s peace study program. Everything is real
at the museum. It’s not a replica. We actually heard about the real
experiences of A-bomb survivors.

Although I've been learning about the atomic bomb ever since I was
in elementary school, the Hiroshima I knew through illustrations and
letters was something completely different. I will never forget the shock 1
felt when I saw the real things at the museum, and the heartbreak I felt
when I heard the real stories of those who survived.

There were facts that made me want to look away. At the same time, I
felt that I should not look away.

We have to know the facts. And you have to tell them. There are still
countries that will not give up their nuclear weapons. I want to convey
this message to the leaders of such countries.

Nuclear threats are not shields. Power cannot protect people’s lives. 1
live my life surrounded by family and friends. Please don’t take them
away.

I believe that a person’s happiness lies in being able to laugh and
spend time with people they love.

August.2024

Yokota Sae

\*\ X This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
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f at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For peace

Last summer, I performed a reading play about the atomic bomb as part of
peace studies at Niho Junior High School, where I go. The title was "The Last
Words of the Children Who died ". By reading it, I felt the children's fear of the
atomic bomb and their feelings for their families, and my heart almost burst.

Through the pre-training, I learned that the idea of war is different for us and
for people in other countries. There are things that we may not understand just
by listening to them, which can lead to misunderstandings because we do not
fully understand each other. I had fixed idea that "it is normal for people from
different parts of the world to think differently because we come from different
cultures. However, when I actually talked to some people from foreign countries
at Peace Memorial Park, I realized their ways of thinking and ours are not so
different.

My idea made me think again of what the word "normal" means. Being able
to eat three meals a day, living in a comfortable environment, being able to go
to school. There are so many things you can count. The world during wartime
must have been a difficult environment where even these things were not
possible. And there are still people who live in an environment where it is
difficult to do these things. War is something that takes away "the normal" in
an instant and erases people's dreams and hopes. I thought about what I can do
to prevent this tragic event from happening again and to ensure that everyone
can live a "normal" life. Perhaps it is to tell the horrific experiences of the war
that occurred in Hiroshima to the next generation and to those who do not know
about it.

As fourth generation atomic bomb survivor, I want to tell the message of peace
to as many people as possible. This will be a big step towards world peace.

August.2024

Imacht Yumina

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A connected mission

What makes you happy in your everyday life? When you go to school to learn,
when you can play sports with your friends, when you spend time with your family,
there must be a lot of happiness for everyone. Happiness is a right given to all people
equally. At 8:15am on August 6, 1945, hundreds of thousands of people were deprived
of their happiness. Schools and homes where people spent time with their families
were destroyed and burned to the ground by the atomic bomb.

But in the scorched ruins of Hiroshima, people rose up again. Thanks to these
people, I can live here in Hiroshima. I have connections with many people, including
my grandparents, who fought to rebuild Hiroshima. These kinds of connections can
create a mission for peace.

I believe that it is the connections between people that lead to peace in the world.
It 1s important to realize that we are all connected.

Today in this world, there is a war between Russia and Ukraine, a war between
Israel and the Gaza Strip, and too many other conflicts to mention. Every day when
we turn on the television, we see images of the devastation. But it is not on the
screen where people are suffering. They are on the same planet. Even though we
speak different languages, belong to different races or follow different religions, we
are all equally human beings living on the same planet. We are the same people.

Conflicts can only be resolved through understanding. Using force to control will
only create negative feelings and lead to further conflict. But once words are
exchanged and understanding is achieved, it will lead to peace.

It is undeniably our generation that will create the link to peace. Globalization
makes it easier for us to communicate across national borders. Just as people once
rose up to rebuild war-torn countries and unite people for the mission of peace, let us
rise up to solve problems and create a peaceful world through mutual respect and
understanding.

We will create a world without conflict.

August.2024

Ono Koyo

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peace spreads through understanding |

What kind of peace do we want? If we look up peace" in the dictionary,
it says the absence of war and being calm. Then, if all wars were to
disappear from this world, would our world become peaceful? I don't think
so. Because even if we could eliminate all wars in this world, if people don't
help each other in their lives, it will eventually lead to conflicts.

Wars, as well as the small conflicts in our lives, start from not being able
to accept each other's opinions. In other words, we fail to see the point of
view of other people. Therefore, we need to understand and accept each
other's 1deas to belp eliminate wars in this world.

However, in order to recognise each other, it is finst necessary to put
oneself in the other person's shoes and know the other person.

When war breaks out between two countries, those people all assume
that the other country is to blame. They assume and support the war.
When a fight breaks out between individuals, they assume that it is the
other side that is at fault, not them, and try to attack them. Neither of
them is able to expand their imagination and think from the other's point
of view. In other words, they are not trying to understand the other person.

We all have different ideas because we grew up in very different
environments. Therefore, the mindset of trying to know the other person's
thoughts i1s of the utmost importance. let's not be prejudiced. Rather, let's
build a relation ship where we can recognise each other's opinions by
getting to know and understand the other person without judging them
based on prejudice or other bias.

And I'll continue to be a member of the peace - making community, As a
person living in Hirastima, I'll continue to convey the important of peace.

August.2024

Nakashima Kureha

\ ’\ This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
E. j ,f at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ My Peace |

I go to Ninoshima Junior High School. Ninoshima is a remote island in Hiroshima
Bay, about 20 minutes by ferry from Hiroshima Port. The island is rich in nature and
there are many cats. I love Ninoshima. Since World War I, there was a quarantine
station on Ninoshima to check people returning from the war for germs. There was a
store of medical supplies in the quarantine station, so after the atomic bomb was
dropped, many victims of the bomb were brought in. However, most of them did not
survive and died on the island. Their bodies were burned in incinerators for burning
horses or stuffed in air-raid shelters because they were not cremated quickly enough.
Many bodies were discovered near my school, and now a monument stands there.

However, I feel that it is difficult for me to think about the war as if it were my own.
This 1s because I have not experienced war and cannot feel it as a problem around me.
Therefore, I decided to think about peace from my own point of view, and started taking
pictures with the theme of “My Peace”. I take pictures of the scenery of the island, my
friends, my school life, etc. I shoot the shutter when I feel “happy” in my everyday life.
Although some of the approximately 500 photos I have taken so far include the war
scars of Ninoshima, war still seems like a distant topic to me. However, I want to learn
a little more about the history of Ninoshima while I spend my school life on this island,
where there are still many traces of the war.

It is difficult to think about war and the atomic bomb, but I believe that peace can
be thought about and expressed by anyone, anytime, anyplace, and in any way. The
word “peace” is abstract, and peace in my mind is not always the same as peace in the
minds of others. I hope that people from around the world who visit Hiroshima will
also think about “my peace” for each of us, with their own eyes, hear with their own
ears, and with their own hearts.

August.2024

Douune Nagiko

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A world without conflict

What does a world without conflict look like to you?

A world where both men and women are equal?

A world where nuclear weapons and firearms are eliminated and people no longer harm others?

A world where feelings such as hate or envy do not turn into anger.

Many people simply say they want to create a world without conflict, but do they really want to?
We have no idea how many people die every day from never ending wars, nuclear weapons, and
murders that we often see on TV and the media. Not only are the precious lives of children and
youth lost as a result of conflict, but also that of animals and plants.

Such disasters are happening all over the world, and people sometimes lose their purpose in this
world. Honestly, no matter how long a life we think we have, it never seems to be long enough,
given the reality that the lives we have been born with are quickly cut short.

As of January 2023, the number of nuclear weapons in possession is about 12,512 worldwide, 193
less compared to 12,705 in January 2022.
This number of nuclear weapons is said to be enough to destroy the earth 10 times over.
Little Boy and Fat Man, which were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, are also monstrous
nuclear weapons of mass destruction. A single bomb killed tens of thousands of people. The
devastation these bombings left on the cities is difficult to put into words.
As a result, the daily lives of the people in the atomic bombing areas were by no means easy, and
they must have truly suffered.
However now, we have survived and moved on from those difficult times.

Currently, survivors of the atomic bombing, their relatives, or friends are passing on their stories
about their horrible experiences from the atomic bomb.

However, in ten or twenty years or so, we may no longer be able to hear their voices and learn from
their messages directly.

Moreover, nowadays many young children may be wondering the question “What is an atomic
bomb?”.

I think it is important that we continue to share this information so that this will never happen
again. I think what we can do, rather than just waiting and thinking someone will eventually teach
us about this, is to simply convey to others how terrifying nuclear weapons are.

I truly hope that the future holds nothing but peace and a world without conflict for us all. Thank
you.

August.2024

Gekka Matsuura

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peaceful Step

What is peaceful for you? People you love? Eating a lot of food? Being
free to say opinions? I think that these things are obvious to us, but they
may not come naturally for many people. Can you imagine something
stealing your peace?

Hiroshima has such a past. On August 6,1945 an atomic bomb was
dropped on Hiroshima. Only one atomic bomb stole everything. The
victims of the bomb had important people in their lives, things they love,
and a bright future. Innocent people's peace was stolen. Men, women and
children died. Survivors are suffering nowadays.

So, what should we do to make a peaceful world?

First, I think we should learn. If I knew about what happened in
Hiroshima in more detail, I can think about it more. If we know, we can
think, share, and talk about it.

Also, having a wider view is important. Countries' personalities,
values, and opinions are different. So, we have to treasure these
differences and understand, that opinions are different. The other day,

I did an interview about "peace" to foreign people, and each of them were
different. "The idea of peace" is different but wishing for peace and
thinking about peace are the same everywhere. So, we recognize and
respect people when they think "peace".

And the important thing is being kind. We should think about the
other person's feelings and act accordingly. We should show gratitude
towards people. By doing this, we should be able to make peace with the
people closest to us and with people around the world.

The important thing is to think of other people's point of view. I believe
that the future will change, and our world will become peaceful someday.

August.2024

Saito Mizuho
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For a peaceful world

I grew up in Hiroshima and have learned a lot about peace. However,
I realized that what I have learned so far is only a part of the story.

The first time I visited the Peace Museum was when I was in
kindergarten. At that period, children as young as myself had suffered so
much. When I learned that, I could not stop crying. Even when I was only
5 years old, I understood the horror of atomic bomb and how war is a bad
thing. As an elementary school student, I had more opportunities to learn
about the atomic bomb and wars. But I had not learned about what Japan
had done to other countries. I felt ashamed that I had grown up in
Hiroshima and learned so much about peace and yet I did not know that
Japan also made other countries suffer. I realized that what I had learned
so far was only part of the story. I thought that we need to pay more
attention to other countries.

We can stop war. I think it is important for us to learn about what is
going on in the world and see the causes of those problems in our own lives
as well. I would like to see a world where all the people in the world wish
for peace and respect each other's opinions.

August.2024

Kajitant Miyu
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ One step at a time |

I am junior high school student born in Hiroshima. I've been learning
about the atomic bomb and peace since I was in elementary school, but I
felt I was repeating that same thing every year. However, last year in my
second year of junior high school, we had a peace study a little different
than usual. In July we went around the monument at the peace park and
listened to the Hibakusha. In addition, on August 6th after the time of
the atomic bombing, all students participated in the "Hiroshima
Children's Gathering". We were able to hear the efforts of each school
from the peace ambassadors, and junior high school students from out
side the prefecture. After that, everyone in the school year decided on a
research theme in groups, and pursed "What do we think about peace".
And in January, we held a poster session as a summary of the learning so
far. There're still a lot of things I don't know after that learning. That's
why I thought I should keep studying,

Now that the average age of the Hibakusha is 85years old. "it's you who
will tell that tragedy". "Forgotten history is repeated". I thought "What
can I do?" at the fieldwork and the presentation of the poster session, I
decided that we could use SNS to become a multipiler of peace, and to
understand the difference in people's positions. That some people don't
know about war. So, we can share our thoughts with them so that they
can be discussed instead of imposed. Until now, I have been passive, but
because we have been receiving peace learning in Hiroshima for a long
time, this I will tell you about the knowleds inherited. It may be a small
step, but if you continue to convey your thoughts it will definitely be a
good power.

It's important to realize the small peace around you. So, why don't we
take the first step?

August.2024

Miyu Sakurada
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peace close to us |
~BIG HEART Project~

Volunteer activities are active in KOGO Junior High school. We are
also active in the efforts of the SDGs. We regularly collect plastic bottle
caps and aluminum cans. Our school supplies to children around the
world. We are contributing to wheelchair donation.

Now, wars and civil wars are continuing all over the world. Bullying
and discrimination may also lend to wars. The student council of KOGO
Junior High School is focusing on familiar peace. It's a campaign to
eradicate bullying. All students are working on their efforts with a
common understanding. In order to do this and let them take care of
themselves, we have the student sign it. As proof of that, we give
students "Sky Blue Ribbon". We are wearing our uniforms with this
ribbon to appeal that feeling. If many students have this "Sky Blue
Ribbon", it should wipe out the bulling and promote in the school.

These activities are collectively called the "BIG HEART Project".
Tomoaki Makino is a graduate of our junior high school. He is a former
the Japanese national soccer player. It started when he came to our
school in 2010. He said "I want each person, and I want you to eliminate
bullying". That' why it was named "BIG HEART Project". Since then,
students who take part in many volunteer activities have gotten "BIG
HEART badges".

We will continue to promote our efforts in the future. We will call for
"BIG HEART Project" to become the pride and tradition of KOGO Junior
High School. We believe that small actions of each person will be a great
power for the peace. From familiar places.

August.2024

KOHNO Kurumi
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Understanding For Peace [

One day, I went to Peace Memorial Museum with my mother. I have
lived in Hiroshima and learned about peace and war, but I was able to
learn a lot at the museum. I understood real fear given by war once again.
War not only hurts a lot of people, but also the people who survive the war.
The people of Hiroshima suffered from the effects and loss of family, too.
Also, they couldn't work and were discriminated. The end of war does not
mean the end of suffering.

I think what we can do to achieve peace is to understand each other
better. I believe that if we understand when people are hurt and what
they suffer from, discrimination will disappear and they will be saved.

Communicating can save and hurt people. In saving people, a difference
of languages is a big barrier. But now we study English. So, I think we
can understand people all over the world easily.

Understanding each other is understanding not only the personality
and the situation, but also the culture of ourselves and values. And we
accept them. We don't deny ourselves. Accept and keep smiling. This I
think is peace.

In a peaceful world where you can smile without fear, there is no need
for war. However, war breaks out in the world now. Someone's smile 1s
taken away. Let's understand each other with everyone to welcome a
peaceful future where everyone is smiling and war is eliminated.

August.2024

Fujii Chikako
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I The samewishmovestheworld

People's conflicts are still continuing everywhere now. Why do people
have conflicts? I think it is because people have important things they
want to protect. For example, money, family, friends or even a dream. To
protect these important things; one use justice, others may resort to
violence.

Do you know the Christmas truce? During World War 1, the world is in
combat. However, German, British and French soldiers celebrated
Christmas together. When I came to know about this fact for the first
time, I couldn't believe it. It's because these countries who were fighting
until yesterday celebrated Christmas together. What changed them? I
think they had the same wish and that is "to celebrate Christmas". The
reason why I told this story is because I thought if people had the same
wish or goal, we can become friends. We feel happy laughing and having
meals with family and friends. It is one of our wishes. In this way, If we
can find even one same wish, we can become friends.

People will to continue have disputes and it may not go away from this
world. However, people can compromise to minimize conflict. For
example, we should not use any violence to people such as verbal abuse
and direct violence. We should act with compassion for people and solve
problems with discussions instead. If we can find common points in the
current war it may be good. Someone in this would ask for peace and may
cherish love and life. However, we are still witnessing the horrors of war
and nuclear weapons in the world and the older generations of Hiroshima
had experienced of. This time, I want to be bridge to connect the same
wish to the human race. As long as we have the same wish "Don't make
war", I believe there will be a peaceful world someday.

August.2024

Mori Aika
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Think about the other person

In our second year of junior high school, we thought about what we could do to realize
a peaceful society. Nowadays, I think most people in Japan feel that we live in peace
because we are getting along with our friends, and we are not at war.

I think it's peaceful, for sure. But are we getting closer to world peace?

The TV news reports what's happening in the world, such as between Ukraine and
Russia.

However, we think it's happening in far countries, and we can't do anything and feel
powerless.

Then what can we do to realize world peace?

I think it is to learn to be considerate of others around us. Then I believe the conflicts
and racial discrimination will end. As for me, I tend to think that any words from me
won't hurt other people, because we have the same values. However other people may
feel differently. It’s sometimes difficult to fully understand their feelings and thoughts.
If someone's thoughts and opinions are different from ours, we must not take them
negatively. It’s important for us to respect their feelings.

But our opinion is also important. Not suppressing our own feelings and adjusting
everything to suit the other person, it is important to first value our feelings and try
expressing our thoughts and feelings. I concluded that it is important that each person
should listen to and communicate well with others, and respect one another. When we
learn to do it, we will become able to listen to and communicate with those who have

totally different backgrounds, too.

August.2024

Yamane Chisato
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ My thoughts of Peace ]

Everyone has their own moments when they feel happy. However, there
may be people who are sad and hurt when they think about happiness. I
want to be a person who can say a word to people who feel sad like that.
It's easy to say with your mouth, but I think it takes a lot of courage to
take action. However, I thought that if more people tried to talk to people
around us by taking that action with courage, it would be a more gentle
world. And I was able to see that behavior in Hiroshima a long time ago.

Nineteen forty- five, August sixth, eight fifteen a.m.. atomic bomb was
dropped on Hiroshima. A lot of lives taken away in an instant. Even those
who survived continued to suffer from the after effect. The damage of the
atomic bomb caused to people was indescribable. But people supported
each other and moved forward with hope in order to live hard. The reason
why the people of Hiroshima thought so was also because of the support
from people from other prefectures and the world. People from other
prefectures who supported a lot of food donations. Dr. Juno who supported
a lot of medical products. Everyone took action for people who were having
a hard time. Encouraged by that support, Hiroshima started to move
forward to recover, and left us a town full of love now.

The power of one person may be small, but if many people around the
world move, it will always appear as a big fruit. I want you to have the
desire to take action for others. Even if you are made fun of it, there are
people who will watch over you with empathy. And as the number of people
who both want to do it increase, kindness and compassion will spread. I
think a peaceful world will be created from surprising familiar actions.

August.2024

Komort Rika
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Start with myself |

“When you think of a peaceful world, what kind of world do you imagine? “

I asked this question to the foreigners that visited Hiroshima Peace Park.
Someone answered, “The world where we respect each other” and other one said,
“The world that is good for everyone”, The world without a war”. I thought that
they have similar ways of thinking for the peace although the images against
the peace are different. We all have great wish for a peace. For this, we can
make a peaceful world.

Then, what should we do for the peaceful world? It is admitting the differences
between each other and communicating each other. We often have different idea
about one thing. This difference occurs a quarrel. So, if you face this kind of
differences, you mustn’t deny, but stop and try to think about the background of
the behavior. While communicating others, you should notice the differences,
and admit each other. When you do this, it’s important for us not only suit the
others, but also cherish ourselves. All you have to do is knowing “He has another
idea.”

The most important thing is trying to do these things. By doing so, spread it
to our family, and to people around you, then finally to the society. While doing
this we can admit the differences, and communicate to each other. If it becomes
a common sense of society, we can save excluded people who are discriminated
because of the differences. This way of thinking is also to erase the war, and
make the world that everyone can live with feeling relieved. That’s why we can
make a peaceful world.

79 years ago, about 140,000 lives were lost by the atomic bomb in Hiroshima,
and the survivors also suffered from the bad effect of the radioactivity. They also
have a sense of guilt that they are alive. On the other hand, Japan also took
many lives and living away, too. Not to forget our painful past and not to repeat
them, please act from yourself. And let’s make the world peaceful together.

August.2024

Miyu Shiota
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at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.




[N B DA RO N 2 ~DOFFiAy—

[ £F13BZD ]

[B7aT X et R e EE AR Z BB L ETD, |

R R RS AR Z TN COTANE D FIZZ OB ZLELT, T5&, FnEh, [HWIZ
BE LA T HRAZRITES TOWESR THEG SIS L2 2 LTz, RAE, e ZE
O BEARFNTEITNE | RARAJZFEFI~DE 2 FFIHLTWBIREWELTZ, 2L T, Ff~
DFANE A2 D> TONET, FAILAAZLDOFEFI~DFEN RS IR EFI2 R i o<ins &
BuET,

TliE, PRt e o572, BB T _REZEITTLLY, £, BoethzEs
DEWEBO T, FHFEXFEEZTHZETT, AL FTH, NAENENTEZ G ITEVET,
ZL T, ZOFEWDPLFNPEISTLEWET, 2006, ZOVNEWICEE L EE lHFEE R
ETHDOTITRL, —HIUBIEFS T HHTFOEZFTEHOE FAEEL THADLDOTT, £L
T BHWIAGDOERZ LA GV, AEHETFEOENEHS T, AWIZFROEID
T9, Th, FOLEZ, TRTHFICADEDLIDO TR, b KUNZT20TY, 7272 TH
FILIOVD BRI AT | EFNDTET TOWD T,

FLTIHROEELZDIL, ZNEBH DN THADLIETT, £ TDHIET, ZNNHEH TS
FI~, FIRNHZDJHOD N~ Z L THHRCH S LA > TNEET, ZL T, AWVIGE
WERRD, XahETHIEN RO E/RDE A ETHO N EITED LWV B TR S
TETANTEZLEROZENTEET, THEFNERTIENTE, b Z 0L CaELE i
R oHZEMTEET, 2FY, et IR T BB o< ET,

79 4ERHT. IR TR, 1B OFFHEHICED, 14 FAbOmBNEDN, EXEsT- A2 b,
RO XS TLUFEATIREE T LA FELZ, — Ty AARLTEKEAD A & Dy
RAENELZBNELIZ, 2OLTIZ OBV EDOHRFLENT | ELERIRISR2WZDIChH, £3°
IZEHDHATEIL THTLIEEW, L THIERZR R E2 o> TNn&EEL LD,

A6 (2024) 4£8 A

GH EhE

ZDAy =V —RIE, SERRLEAE O NEIREO D 11
BTN IO B ARE R AL TOET,




Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A Step Towards Peace

Wars are still occurring all over the world, with Russia invading Ukraine and Israel
attacking Gaza. Everyone thinks that war is wrong, yet it never ends. But don't
despair. I think there are two main things we need to do achieve peace.

The first is to learn about the war, what happened at that time, and the history
leading up to it. Also, it is important to know the war, what happened at that time,
and the history look at things from a broader perspective, and communicate them.

I was born in Hiroshima and had the opportunity to learn about the war and
Hiroshima at school and in various other situations, and hear stories from atomic
bomb survivors. But if I hadn't had that opportunity, I don't think I would have even
though about those things. That is why I want to learn about the causes that led to the
war and its tragedies, think about ways to prevent the same mistakes from being
repeated, and spread peace the world.

The second, respect each other. Since each country has its own society and culture,
it is natural that people's ways of thinking and values are different. I think recognizing
[differences] would lead to mutual respect, and would be a step towards realizing a
world without war. First of all, it is important to be considerate, to think from the other
person's perspective, and to have repeated dialogue to overcome [differences]. At such
times, I think it is important to understand that the other person is not the same as
you and to discuss your issues.

Hiroshima was victim of an atomic bomb, but it was once a military city and a
participant in the war. Growing up in Hiroshima, we learned about the perspective of
both victims and perpetrators of war. Having learned the history of Hiroshima, we
have a mission to appeal to the world about the importance of recognizing [differences]
and respecting each other, and to act to realize peace.

We must never allow war. Furthermore, we must not repeat the tragedies of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki such as those caused by the use of nuclear weapons. There
1s a lot we can do to achieve this. I want us to work together, one step at a time.

August.2024

Twabucht Misaki
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Love People

What do you imagine when you hear Peace? A world with out war,
happiness in everyday life? I think we all have different opinions. So I
thought about what we should do to create a peaceful world.

First of all, I am interested and learned about the current situation in
the world so, I thought it was necessary to participate in lectures and
events about peace . I went to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum .
After the atomic bomb was dropped, the situation was miserable and
people were struggling. Of course no one was laughing. It is regrettable
that people in foreign countries don't know the current situation. At that
time, I felt pity and strongly thought that I didn't want this to happen
again.

What can we do to avoid repeating these mistakes? If problems occur,
we should patiently discuss them. People have kind hearts. World peace
can be achieved when people love each other. I believe that achieving
world peace 1s not necessarily impossible. Why don't you start loving
people close to you, such as your family and friend?

August.2024

Shigaraki Yui
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

|r We should cherish the people around us .ﬂ

How do you talk to your friends? At this time, do you use bad
words? If we are kind to people around us, this world must be
peaceful.

Now, the world 1sn’t perfectly peaceful. For example, at school,
there are bullying, some act of violence and so on. Also, some
people are hurt because of bad words not only in the real world
but also, on the Internet.

I hope that decrease to something like this.

So, I want to say to people all over the world. I have three
suggestions. First, when we contact with people, we should find
good things of them. Second, even if we don't like those people
very much, we should accept them. Third, when you use the
Internet, we shouldn't forget that we are not God.

We can do these things. So we should do these things for peace.
Let's try our best together!!

August.2024

Yamada Airi
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I Be Yourself |

What do you think it means to be at peace?

I think everyone should be able to be themselves. The theme of this
message represents two people: you and me. It means that people who are
different from each other can be themselves. Human beings are truly
diverse, and there are people who have various ways of thinking about
religion, gender and other topics. That's why arguments and fights will
never end. However I think it is foolish for it to become the cause of war.
What we should do is listen to the other person's point of view and
generally accept it, rather than trying to force them to agree with us.

As a Junior High School student, I think the first thing I can do is be
kind to my family, friends and classmates. Kindness is the easiest path to
peace that anyone can take. It will spread to many people. I also believe
that it 1s only because of what I know, that I can convey to the world the
horrors of war. As someone who was born in Hiroshima, every time I hear
news about war, I feel the need to share the message that gives rise to
hope for the people of the world.

I hope for a world where the tragedy that happened in Hiroshima will
never be repeated again.

August.2024

Dobana Mahiro
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The future is entrusted to us

At 8:15 a.m., on August 6, 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped on the
city of Hiroshima. The whole of Japan believed that it was a just war,
but about 140,000 lives were lost.

Now, 79 years later, what can we do for a peaceful society? I think it's
about being interested in society when the country is at peace. In
Japan, you can get equal voting rights from the age of 18. However, the
fact is that the turnout of young people is lower than that of other age
groups. The reasons for this include "my one vote doesn't affect many
people " and "I'm not very interested in the election." The importance of
elections is to express to politicians our hopes for the future of Japan.
Taking an interest in society will help prevent war. I think you should
cherish your own vote. We were able to rebuild Hiroshima, the site of
the atomic bombing, because of the efforts of the people and their
cooperation with each other.

I would like to believe that the future of Japan can be created by the
power of the Japanese people. In order not to repeat the suffering of the
past, let us aim for a better future in which people cooperate and move
toward peace.

August.2024

Miyake Shino
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Thanks to peaceful days

Would we say that the world is at peace now, in 2024? It has been 79
years since Hiroshima, where our grandparents were living, changed into
a burnt field. The war has ended in Japan, but wars are still happening in
many places in the world. I think we can’t say that such a world is
peaceful.

Wars never bring good things. If wars happen, they take away many
people’s lives and happiness. And we can’t spend our daily lives like we
naturally spend them now.

Children who are younger than us are getting involved in wars, even at
this time. Going to school, and talking with friends are not normal for
them. So, I think we should first say thanks for our own situations. Then,
we can try to make a peaceful world. So we don’t forget what happened in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and we can tell the world. Also connect to the
next generation. We can live by acknowledging and helping each other.
Even doing small things can have a big effect to change the world. And I
think many people can do that.

I wish wars would disappear from the world, so we can make a peaceful
Earth as soon as possible.

August.2024

Kawamoto Haruna
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Spreading thoughts about wars

Do you feel happy?

Now in Japan, there are no big fights like wars. So, I can live relatively peaceful.

However, when we turn our eyes, there are civil wars and conflicts constantly
happening all over the world. Also in recent years, each country has made nuclear
weapons. With that, the world is not in peace. What can we do to promote peace in the
world? It is “Spreading.”

I was an active member of the student council when I dedicated Origami cranes
folded by all students to Peace Memorial Park. I thought that it was a very good
opportunity because we can tell our thoughts about the peace in the form of origami
cranes. Also, I thought we could deliver each thought to many people's hearts.

However, in recent years, A-bomb survivors are decreasing, so it i1s impossible to tell
the horrors of nuclear weapons. Especially, the junior high school students in
Hiroshima want to know the thoughts from A-bomb survivors. Moreover, if we tell the
horrors of war to many people, we can reduce the number of nuclear weapons. It can
be done only by us. I think that it is a mission given to us.

Nevertheless, don't spread your thoughts with your own values because thoughts on
peace varies from regions to regions depending on the historical background. So it is
important for you to spread your thoughts while respecting other people's feeling. The
power of each person is small, but if we put our efforts together then nuclear weapons
will become zero. Also, people will notice the misery of war, it will be a world full of
peace, happiness and without conflicts.

Not only the people of Hiroshima, but all people should say “thank you ”and
apologize to friends if their actions have hurt them. I believe that is the first step
toward calling for peace.

Everyone becomes one, spreading our thoughts to make a peaceful world.

August.2024

Okudo Sosuke
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The future with important person

Try to imagine when you suddenly lost your important person. At 8:15 am. On
August 6th 1945,there were no air raid sirens. Lots of people were trying to start their
day. At that time, an atomic bomb was dropped. Only one atomic bomb took away
everything in a moment. The buildings, the people the trees. “Give me some water!”
“Help me!” Those who were exposed to the bomb screamed and tried desperately to
live. But many people died, and those who survived suffered deep injuries, physical
and mental. It has been 79 years since then. Unfortunately, there is still war going on
In many countries. Everyone must have an important person and important things,
right? We have to keep the peace to protect them. To make a happy future, we must
continually appeal strongly for peace. But just saying, “I pray for peace.” doesn’t make
peace. If we don’t change our daily lives, the world won’t change. So what should we
do? Why don’t we pay attention when we talk to others? Language is an important tool
for communication that only human beings use. But sometimes words can cause
horrible violence that hurts people. With just only word, you can hurt someone or can
kill someone. I believe that society can change if each person makes small changes in
our words and actions of our daily lives. A small step can become a big step that
changes the world. So we must take a small step to avoid repeating the mistakes of
the past. We'll definitely make the world peaceful for our future so that we can smile

and spend with our important person.

August.2024

Yoshida Kano
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peace |

What is the definition of peace? I had doubts about it. I looked
up the word "peace" in my dictionary. It means, "a calm situation
without war or trouble. "How do you think of our world? Is there
an environment where everyone can live in peace?

There are various thoughts about what peace 1s. Some people
believe that peace is protecting their country by using nuclear
weapons, while others believe peace when there is no defensive
capability like nuclear weapons. Nevertheless, war dose not go
away because individuals have different values and feelings.

So what should we do to make a society where everyone can
live in peace? I think it 1s important to listen and respect to the
other person’s thoughts and opinions. It’'s the same in any
location or environment, ignoring the other person’s argument
will lead to negative results. In contrast to our daily lives, where
we spend our time laughing as a matter of course, some people
are killed by gunfire everyday and anxious because of it. Such
vain and things should not happen in the world.

People have no right to deprive others of their freedom and
happiness. Like the meaning of "peace" that I looked up in the
dictionary, I strongly hope that someday people all over the world
will be able to live in peace.

August.2024

Aisaka Mei
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A Step Toward Peace |

Have you ever thought about what peace 1s? People have different ideas about
peace, such as "no wars" or "being able to live with one's family". The most
peaceful thing I can think of is to be able to live each day with a smile on my
face. We think it is very important and peaceful to be able to spend time with
friends and family every day, which we now take for granted. However, there
are place in the world where wars are still being fought. There are many people
there who have difficulty living what we consider to be a normal, everyday life.
As examples, military invasions such as world war I, the Russian invasions of
Ukraine, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict suddenly took away daily lives of
people living in those countries.

Why do people keep repeating wars? Wars are caused mainly because of
differences in religion and language, as well as conflicting ideas of justice and
the realization of peace, which is different in each country and region. In the
past, people have tried to resolve problems and disagreements by force. Many
lives and people's daily lives were lost because of it.

I believe that the end of war is a major step toward peaceful world. We must
act to prevent a repeat of past tragedies in the future, it is important to consider
each person's different ideas of justice and peace from the other person's
perspective. By doing so, we can find things in common that we could not see
before and recognize the other person.

And we can use our words as a weapon to communicate to the world. If we
don't pass it on, nothing will change. Let us tell the world about the
importance of peace. I hope that everyone can smile and say that world we will
live in from now on is peaceful.

August.2024

Yajima Yu
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Making of words J

On August 6, 1945, at 8:15 a.m., the atomic bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima, killing approximately 140,000 people. Their skin was burnt
and drooped, and their internal organs were visible from their mouths and
stomachs. Can you imagine it? This horrific event happened in Hiroshima.
Even today, there are still 56 countries at war. However, many people in
the world are unaware of this. That's why we need to tell them by using
our words. People often focus on the present and future, ignoring the past.
But we who live in Hiroshima have to know the past, share it in the
present, and create the future. It is not easy. What was going on in this
country during the fighting? What were the people thinking at the time,
and can we ever understand 1t? There 1s much we do not know. However,
if we can tell and write about the past in Hiroshima, leave a legacy, and
communicate with people in the world in our own language, there will be
no barriers of country, race, or age. And when we can understand each
other, we will be one step closer to peace. Words can be violent if used
incorrectly. However, this also means that words have that much positive
power. A simple “Good morning” or “Thank you” can be a step closer to
peace. By using words, we can achieve peace in small ways, starting with
what’s closer to us. By knowing the past and communicating with words,
we can create the future, little by little.

August.2024

Nishikawa Yui
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Form of Peace |

What do you think peace is? I think the meaning of peace is not only no war.
For example, in Japan we can go to school every day and we can eat meals
regularly. But I think that is a basic and good form of peace that we sometimes
forget to treasure. It may be ordinary life for us, but not everyone around the
world can do these things.

Since I was in elementary school, I have gone to school on Peace Memorial
Day on August 6th, where I learn about peace as an opposite of war. And I also
went on a field trip to the Atomic Bomb Museum in the second grade of junior
high school. As a resident of Hiroshima, it was natural. And it was an important
experience for me. But what about people in other prefectures? When I talked
to my relatives in Osaka and Shiga about the atomic bomb, I was surprised.
That’s because people in other prefectures didn’t seem to know much about the
atomic bomb.

Some people might have thought “They don’t seem to think much about
peace”, from such an experience. But maybe they just don’t have as many
opportunities to think about peace in the same way as me. The people of
Hiroshima are focused on a major event in history more dramatic and tragic
then day to day events, the atomic bomb and its terrible results. So, I think
Hiroshima’s people don’t spend as much time thinking about ordinary everyday
peace. On the other hand, people in other prefectures and countries may not
know much about the atomic bomb. But I think they might know more about
familiar everyday peace than the people in Hiroshima. This is the situation in
Japan. So, it may be that the same kind of thinking happens in other countries.
That’s why I think we have to share various different forms of peace with each
other and appreciate them.

Why don’t we not only focus on events such as the atomic bomb, but also
spread peace from ourselves and our daily lives as a first step?

August.2024

Tagucht Mana
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

|r A World Where Everyone Can Smile .ﬂ

My day starts with the word”good morning”to my family when I wake up.
I’ m casually saying” good morning”, because yesterday was safe. Another
day starts peacefully. I think the reason why I can say good morning to my
family, teachers, neighbors, and friends is because I have peaceful days.

While we are having such peace, there are places where war continues in
the world. I think it's a duty for human beings to pass on the word”war”in
the future. We must realize that we shouldn't start wars.

In Hiroshima, an atomic bomb was dropped at 8:15 on August 6, 1945,
and there were many victims. Hiroshima lost many lives in an instant,
became a city of fire. Because the people who survived the war did not turn
away from reality and desperately looked forward and wished for peace,
there is now a wonderful city called Hiroshima.

I think the Atomic Bomb Dome and Peace Park are important places that
symbolize postwar Japan. The G7 Summit was held in Hiroshima in May
last year, and I think the sight of leaders of various countries offering
flowers to the Peace Park is a big step towards peace. I hope the various
wars and conflicts that are happening in the world will disappear from our
word. And I think that true peace will come not only for me to feel peace, but
that all the people living now will feel peace and pass it on to future
generations.

August.2024

Aokt Mayu
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For peace

What does peace mean to you ?

We must never forget the tragic events of August 6,1945. I watch movies
with war as a theme and think about how we can make the world more
peaceful for the future.

In order for the world to become peaceful, I think we need to start small.
For example, I think it 1s important to act in a way that puts peace first,
such as not using discriminatory terms and not bullying the weak.
However, I think what is most important is " interaction with people from
all over the world." I believe that by deepening our interactions with
people around the world, we can take even one step closer to world peace.

Let's do what we can now to help us now and for the people of the future.

August.2024

Nomi Rinka

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Knowing and Communicating J

What is peace? It is hard to say. But We can all help to make the world
peaceful.

I think it is important to know and understand each other. We should
share our own thoughts and listen to others. We should never use violence.
Violence hurts people and is not peaceful. The same is true for war. Wars
happen because of different cultures, histories, customs, and values. When
countries do not try to understand each other, they start to fight. The key
1s to talk and understand each other.

We often have arguments with friends or family. We must try to
understand the other person’s ideas. It is hard to accept different ideas,
but it i1s important to remember that everyone thinks differently. We
should not force our ideas on others or ignore our ideas to accept theirs.
We should know that different opinions exist and try to see things from
different sides. We must talk openly and learn about other ideas.

We can also do simple things every day, like being kind, using nice words,
and helping people. This way, we can stop small conflicts and make small
peace.

It has been almost 80 years since the atomic bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima. To stop this pain from happening again and to stop wars, we
must take the first step. Let’s take that step together!

August.2024

Kawabata Namiko
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ We wish for world peace .

We wish for world peace. Because of only one bomb, a large number of
people including old people, children and babies lost their lives. Seventy-
eight years have passed.

Still, our lives cannot be called peaceful. If one life cannot be saved,
many lives will not be saved.

There are two things we need to do for world peace. The first is to smile
in our daily lives. The second is to tell future generations what happened
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

We wish for world peace forever.

August.2024

Yomamura Riko
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

|r Signpost —~a circle of peace created together —~ .il

What is your definition of peace? My idea of peace is to be able to laugh
and enjoy life as usual. However 79 years ago, such a normal, every day
life was destroyed by a single bomb, and in an instant, the city of
Hiroshima turned into a hell.

Nevertheless the people of that time did not give up and lived on, looking
forward. Thanks to them, I am able to live in the vibrant city of Hiroshima
and enjoy laughing with my friends, and live in peace.

However, wars and conflicts are still happening in the world at this very
moment. We want to eliminate conflicts. I think it is difficult to eliminate
all conflicts. But we can reduce small conflicts at first. It is important for
us to discuss, get along well and understand to respect each other's

opinions.

There are many people in the world today who are sad by conflicts, Let
us work together to build a foundation for peace and a signpost for those
who will live from here on so that they will never to feel that way in the
future.

August.2024

Kanta Harada

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ In order to realize a peaceful world J

How do you imagine peace?

I think everyone's idea of peace is different, such as eating with your
family, not having war, or having a hobby. But what if your peace
disappears?

The atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima at 8:15 a.m. on August 6th.
People lost their lives while suffering due to the intense heat rays and hot
air. Some of those who survived have lived with suffering, such as losing
their families and becoming orphans. Some people were unable to live, so
they killed their children and tried to die themselves. "I don't want this
pain to spread to other generations." With this thought, the A-bomb
survivors are telling many people about the pain of the atomic bomb and,
the events of August 6th. There is nothing you can get from war. It just
makes people suffer. I don't want to create a Hiroshima where sadness
accumulate again. Why don't you we create world peace together?

I learned that peace progresses from respecting other's religions,
cultures, environments, and thought. There are many ways to listen to
peace, while having your own thoughts, and think about the same thing
in a multifaceted way. Everyone has different ideas, so I think it will take
time to reach peace. However, when everyone's cooperate and a big circle
1s formed, world peace will be realized. Even then, this generation and
next still have a responsibility to convey the events of the day when the
atomic bomb was dropped, when war was our daily life. This responsibility
must continue to be carried by those who live in Hiroshima. It's difficult
to tell, but peace is born because of communicating. Why don't you say
hello to your family and friends, express your gratitude, or talk to the
other person even if it's a small thing? Let's create a better future.

August.2024

Ito Rio

\ ’\ This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
E. j ,f at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

|r What kind of future do you want to achieve? ,il

Are you familiar with Goal 16 of the SDGs? Goal 16 is "Peace and justice for all".

But is the world now achieving this goal? Unfortunately, I don't think so.

War is happening in the world at this very moment. There are about 2 billion people
living in war zones and 166 million children who do not have IDs, do not legally exist,
or do not have access to medical care due to the war.

They are saddened by the loss of life or injury caused by wars and conflicts. About
4.5million of them are children with a future.

After researching this current situation, I realized that war and conflict are, once
again, something that should not be done and must be changed.

I believe that the first step in eliminating war and conflict is to know and
communicate with the other side. By knowing and communicating with others, we
should be able to understand and respect each other's culture, way of thinking, and
various other values, even if we are in opposing positions.

It is also very important to know the background of the other person and to listen to
what they have to say so that communication does not become a one-way street.

I believe that this first step will brighten the future in which we live and contribute
to the realization of the SDGs goal 16.

You can't change the past, but you can change the future. so the actions each of us
takes from now on are very important.

Why don't we started by knowing and communicating with others?

August.2024

Matsuzaki Koharu

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’ s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For future in a peaceful world.]

Today, Japan is peaceful. That’s probably what most Japanese people think.
There’s food, there’s no war, and you can sleep in a comfortable bed at nights.

In fact, according to the 2023 World Peace Index, Japan ranks 9th out of
163countries and regions, making it one of the most peaceful countries in the
world.

The G7 Summit was held here in Hiroshima last year. France, the U.S, the U.K.,
Germany, Italy, Canada and Japan participated, and the leaders of each country
exchanged opinions on a variety of issues. They talked about Ukraine, nuclear
weapons, wars occurring in various places, and how we can eliminate such things.

By the way, why do wars occur? I'm sure there are various reasons, but I think
it 1s because they fight for their own peace and safety. Therefore, their country can
become strong and live happily. I wonder if there is right way to become peaceful?
In every war there are people who are sacrificed. In the future, no matter how
much science develops, there will never be a war that will make everyone happy.

The discussions held at the summit were about world peace. It has been 79 years
since the atomic bomb was dropped on our city. This place, which had become a
burnt-out area in an instant. However, it has been able to become a peaceful place
full of greenery over the course of 80 years. So, what can we do to make the world
peaceful 100 years from now?

We should practice “learning”, “thinking”, and “communicating”. Learn at the
school and deepen your thoughts with your friends and people around you.

Watch the news and learn about the current events, Give a “like” to a comments
that appeal for peace on social media, and share it with someone. Such a small
action can make a big step towards peace.

So from Japan, a peaceful country, I hope to see a future where everyone learns
about the current state of the world and communicates correctly with each other.

August.2024
. Saiki Maya
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Small Peace

What does "peace" mean to you? I think it means that everyone in the world spends their
lives happily, and with smiles. So let me ask you, "is there "peace" in this world?"

On February twenty-fourth,2023,a war started between Russia and Ukraine. The war has
expanded, and many people are suffering. Over 500,000 people are now injured or dead, and
precious lives continue to be taken away.

Why doesn't "war" go away? Is it allowed to take away the irreplaceable lives and smiles of
each and every person?

I wondered of there was anything I could do to help create a peaceful world. I think we must
try to make "Small Peace" in our daily lives. But that requires recognizing and caring for each
other. I'd like to introduce to you the episode when I realized the importance of doing that
during my school days.

It was when I was studying in a group. I used to push through my opinion when I
encountered an idea which is completely different from mine. But once I accepted others, and
we worked together, our work became better. And I found the good points of other's ideas.

I learned that thinking from the other person's point of view makes it possible to accept each
other without confrontation. I think we can call that kind of atmosphere, "Small Peace".

We must not think only about ourselves. It's necessary for us to recognize each other as
individuals, even when others are different from ourselves.

And it's not just about accepting each other in our daily lives. I want to value the
communication which respects and recognizes each other, even if they have different cultures
and religions. That will enable us to spread our "Small Peace" all over the world.

Please imagine "a world which is full of smiles, where everyone can live happily". We have
the possibility of realizing it. I keep wishing the world would be at peace, and everyone can
live with peace of mind.

Let's take action so everyone can work together to create "Small Peace". That will surely
change into a "big, brilliant peace" soon.

So, will you join with me today in taking action and believing that we can make a peaceful
world.

August.2024

Kikkawa Yuzuha

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

['A bouque of flowers not guns ~ To a world without conflict~ J

When I go to and from my junior high school, I exchange greetings with my
neighbors. They say "Be careful. Welcome back. Enjoy your activities." The
people around my house have been giving these messages to me since I was a
child. I also have the time with them through various events. They are
important to me just like everyone. You have important friends in your
community and many friends at school. The world seems to be very wide. But if
you think it simple. You will find that it is a series of gatherings like this. The
world is connected by friends of friends and friends of friends. Even people who
hates with each other are connected by and invisible thread someone important
to them. I am Japanese and an earthling at the same time. 8 billion people in
the world look and speak differently. But they are all the same earthling.

I learned in class that there are various issues such as environmental
problems in the world now. It takes a lot of power to solve all of them, and
everyone in the world has to work together. But in the world, there are constant
conflicts due to differences in the way of thinking. It's been nearly 80 years since
the atomic bomb was dropped on our city of Hiroshima on August 6th, 1945. But
there are still many sorrows caused by the war in the world today. I also
encounter various ways of thinking in my school life. Even if it's an opinion that
is difficult for me to accept, after a lot of thinking. I often realize that the
different opinion was better. It's important to believe that your ideas are right
and expand your horizons without being confined to a small world. A person
with a different way of thinking is a person who opens the door to new ideas in
me.

People with different ways of thinking are grateful for giving them an
opportunity to be born a new self. When this way of thinking spread, the world
will change. Even at this moment, the sadness caused by conflict is born in the
world. The day when what you have in your hand turns into a bouque instead
of guns.

We will send out the realization of such a world from Hiroshima.

August.2024

Yamanaka Uta

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Interest in Peace |

I think that the antonym of peace is indifferent. First, I checked the meaning of
“peace” in the dictionary. All dictionaries said, “the state where there is no war.”
Given that, the antonym of “peace” becomes “war”, I think that it is right. On the other
hand, I think that the antonym of “peace” 1s “indifferent”.

I lived in Mexico from fourth grade for four years. In Mexico, the residential area we
were living in was surrounded by an expensive wall. I couldn’t walk alone anywhere.
It was dangerous to walk alone because you never knew what might happen, such as
being kidnapped. They talk about war, peace, and crime prevention at the local
Mexican school. “What is peace?”, “How can we become peaceful?”, and so on. I talked
with a lot of friends and gave my opinion to teachers and make presentations too.

Questions like “Is it true?” came up. It leads to talks and discussions with other
people. By doing so, the number of people interested in peace spreads. And people act
for peace. This is what I learned from my experience in Mexico. Then, it is very
1mportant to have more interests about “peace”.

In Japan, there are many people who think that “peace is possible if I pray for it,”
“something which somebody makes” and I'm sure there are still more. “Peace” is
something that is thought and created with interest by talking. Nothing comes out
of indifference.

You should turn interest to not only Japan but also “the world” to make “peace”.
Each person has a different way of thinking. They vary depending on the differences
between countries. When you are interested and communicate, do you not hold
prejudices? Do you not misunderstand communication? Do you value the glance of
the person you talk to? It is important to be conscious of these things.

Read and listen to this message and become interested in peace. We will create
peace. I want to make a world where everyone can smile and believe we can make it.

August.2024

Uemura Sakura

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To See a Peaceful World |

What is “peace” for you? A world without war? A world without discrimination? I think that
there are various ideas.

At 8:15 am on August 6 in 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped on the city of Hiroshima. Almost
140,000 people were killed. The city was destroyed and the beautiful greenery was turned black in
just one moment. There were many people asking for water, and children calling their mothers all
around the city. The situation was a nightmare.

My great-grandfather lived in Japan during World War II. Many people in Japan during the
war escaped to Brazil, and he was one of them. When he arrived in Brazil, he thought that he
would have a life filled with happiness. But he was the only Japanese man among his community,
surrounded by many Brazilians. He was suffering from discrimination there. Some people wouldn’t
treat Asians as people. As for me, as a Brazilian person living in Japan, I have experienced
discrimination many times, too. People say bad things about me, such as about my hair, my skin
color, and a lot of other things. Since then, I have lost myself. I started to hate myself even more
than others do.

One day, however, my mother gave me some words which made me think more positively.
“Being different from others is not a bad thing. Why don’t you think of yourself as the light in the
dark? And then you’ll feel more positive about yourself. Don’t believe what people say to you
because you are just what you are.” If I ask myself whether I love myself now, I would answer “Not
yet.” But since I heard those words from my mother, I have started to think more about
discrimination.

Now, there are various types of discrimination in the world. Many people are suffering because
of discrimination such as race and gender. Because one is Asian or black, because one believes in
a certain religion, because one is homosexual, because one has a disability or disorder... For many
reasons, many children are suffering from bullying at school, many people are not able to get a job,
and many people even lose their lives. I hope that all the people in all the countries and regions
see a world which is comfortable to live in, regardless of our race, gender, skin color, religious belief,
and so on. That is my hope from the bottom of my heart. If all the people around the world accept
each other, respect each other, and love each other, then we would see “a peaceful world.”

I have tough memories that I have suffered from discrimination because of my appearance and
religious belief. Also, my life experience is a little bit different from others; I came from Brazil when
I was a little baby. Through the experience I have had so far, I have become able to accept and
respect others, even when I meet a person who has a different way of thinking from me. What I am
trying to do is to make a place which is comfortable for everyone, a place without any fear. I think
that is the most important thing for every single person to try to do. I would love to spread these
kinds of thoughts from me to as many people as possible throughout my whole life.

August.2024
Nakano Kaio

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Communicating with each other ]

Do you dream of world peace? Do you dream of a world where there will be no more
terrible wars or nuclear weapons? As a junior high school student living in Hiroshima,
I think about this every time 6 August comes around. But dreams are not something
to be seen, they are something to be realized. I vow to make world peace a reality with
my own hands.

In order to realize world peace, I must first spread the peace within me. This is
because peace takes different forms for different people. Some people, like me, dream
a big peace such as world peace, while others have an everyday peace, which starts
with not fighting with friends. If you suddenly say to someone who has a small peace
in mind, "Let's make world peace together", you may surprise them or they may say
it's 1impossible. For such a person, it would be more ideal to say 'let's raise money
together' rather than 'let's create world peace'. In this way, it is important to convey
the peace within you, rather than impose it.

However, even if we actually try to communicate our inner peace to many people,
the language barrier still prevents us from doing so. Especially, as a Japanese, I have
to learn English in order to communicate with people all over the world. I feel very
frustrated and want to learn more and more English. But one day, my thoughts
changed. When I was walking along the main street in Hiroshima, I saw a Japanese
man with a Shiba Inu. The foreign man in front of him crouched down in front of the
dog and started petting it with a smile on his face. They did not talk each other in
Japanese or English, they just loved the dog. Seeing this, I realized that feelings can
be conveyed in many different ways, even without language. Music, art, animation,
calligraphy, sports, etc. You can convey your thoughts in any form you can. I believe
that if we share the same desire for peace, we can understand each other even if we
are of different races.

Different people have different forms of peace and it is difficult to understand each
other. But let us overcome the language barrier and communicate with each other.
Then world peace will never be far away.

August.2024

Kaneko Miharu

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Peace causes War |

Have you ever thought that the world will be peaceful? I'm sure everyone hoped that at least
once. I hoped so too, but I came across an idea at some point. It’s that “we can’t realize a
peaceful world without war.”

I have interacted with various people not only in my school, but also in various places.
Someone who doesn’t seem to have fun tries to attack someone who seems to be having fun. I
thought it can’t be helped because there are many kinds of people, but then I had one way of
thinking about peace. Someone’s happiness makes others' misfortune stand out. Someone’s
hatred is born out of other’s smiles. Things like this happening around us hold true even when
applied to today’s world. War starts because some country is hated by another country. There
are always poor people in some country in the back of some wealthy country. “Peace” leads to
“War”. It’s impossible to make the world peaceful in this situation now.

There is only one way left for us to create a "peaceful world." It is to "make the process
towards peace peaceful." Differences arise between countries because every country is aiming
for peace each in their own way. And then, we must eliminate violence and cherish
consideration and harmony with surroundings to make the road to peace peaceful. Countries
aiming for perfect peace try to understand other countries and people in different positions,
and countries that are aiming for peace by fighting need to move around to make the world
better.

It’s important to make a peaceful country, but it’s hard to realize world peace if we think
badly of other countries. Let’s look around and not forget to cherish consideration and

harmony. By individual actions, a peaceful world will be formed.

August.2024

Shimozono Yumeno

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ The first step to peace J

I'd like to ask you all how you feel about the world today?

Most people would like to live in a would free from conflict where they feel safe.
While most people take their safety and security for granted, Ukrainians are
experiencing severe.

Hardships due to the invasion by Russia. Even as my friends around me enjoy peace
and stability, there are people devastated by the loss of their families, and children
living in fear of the battles being fought around them. Understanding the horrors of
the current situation, and having experienced anger and sadness towards the state of
things in Ukraine, is it forgivable to grow weary, concluding that it is not your fight,
and to look the other way?

The least I can do is help the people around me understand the current situation,
and my perspective on it. Having been born in Hiroshima and learning about the
horrors of war from such an early age, I feel well equipped to pass on what I have been
taught to others.

People should learn to accept other peoples individuality on a local level, and expand
their sphere of influence to a global scale, and bring peace to the world. I want more
people to understand this concept, and to realize that they too, by their actions, can
also be a part of the solution.

Don't lose sight of the fact that most of us here are able to make these small first
steps toward global peace and stability in our daily lives from a position of relative
safety.

I pray that we are all bold enough to take our first steps.

August.2024

Nakamura Riona

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Asteptowardapeacefulworld

At 8:15 a.m. on August 6,1945. an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima for the
first time in human history. This single bomb took away the serenity of daily life in
an instant and changed the city of Hiroshima.

Now,79 years later, Hiroshima is a vibrant, peaceful city that attracts many
tourists. But there are still countries at war. The Israeli invasion of Gaza and the
war in Ukraine have been in the news and have shocked the world. In addition to
these areas, there are other wars going on that are not known, and many people are
losing their lives and grieving.

I sincerely hope for a peaceful world. So, what can we do to achieve a peaceful
world without war? What we can do is to inherit the thoughts of the explain who are
the Hibakusha "the atomic bomb survivors". Appeal to the tragedy of war, and
continue to convey the importance of peace. In a few decades, the world will be a
world without Hibakusha who actually suffered from the atomic bombings. This
means that now is the only time we can actually hear the voices of the Hibakusha.
We must listen to their precious voices and pass them on to the next generation.

In addition, it is also a step toward a peaceful world to think that the days we
spend casually now are not taken for granted, to cherish our families and friends,
and to smile and have fun. Although the power of each individual is small. I believe
that if the people living today, especially the younger generation who will create the
future and we junior high school students, work together to convey the importance of
peace, the desire for peace will spread throughout the world.

In addition to conveying the importance of peace. I think it is also very important
to consider whether and how we can truly convey the importance of peace, taking
into account different cultures and values, as well as the other person's point of view.
Let's convey the importance of peace from here in Hiroshima to the world and take a
step forward to a peaceful world now.

August.2024

Miyashita Mizuki

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Realization of peace J

Today, there are still countries in the world that are at war. If there is war, many
lives and futures will be lost that shouldn't be. Is that necessary? Killing people who
have bright futures? I don't think it should happen. People all over the world take
peace for granted.

By the way, why do wars happen? I think it's because people get caught up in
disputes. If a person cannot be understood, accepted with what they want to convey,
they were sad and angry. When you are in such situation, it is very important to think
about the reasons why it wasn't understood maybe because of a culture, tradition,
religion and others. Otherwise, you will see things and only use our practical
judgment. In these case will really misunderstand the other person, and
misunderstanding will develop to and become a conflict. In other words, it is important
to have a multifaceted way of thinking instead of judging things based on the
experiences you have been through. In that way, you create respect, which can be
connected to world peace. And in order to immensely change the world, someone must
stand up and tell the world about peace. I want to be one of them. Japan is an A-
bombed country, so Japanese know the horrors of nuclear weapons. In addition,
children like me living in Hiroshima, an A-bombed city, have a lot of knowledge about
war. If I can convey that knowledge to the world, the idea that peace is important will
spread. Then countries won't be in combat make war, and we can have a peaceful
world. However, to widely call on the people of the world to realize peace, there is also
a language issue, and I don't think I can do it alone. I think it is necessary for people
to cooperate and spread the importance of peace all over the world. If we do that, I'm
sure the countries at war now might stop the battle. Let's create a peaceful connection
to everyone and make a happy world.

August.2024

Murayama Ena

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.




[N B DA RO N 2 ~DOFFiAy—

[ EFozEH 1

A HRICIE, FEEEEG AL QOBENRHVFET, AL TLEIE, KbRThV
RKENTLESAKDONTLENET, ZARMEIHLDOTLLIID, TR EEHDOERRNE
STWAH AL Z, FLTREL ZLTLESTIVDTLIIN, TDIHRZE1TH- TUIRH7R
WERWETS, RO N 2 3 SEFIE Y7202 B2 A DO R EEoTU i iuid e E
A,

EZAT, B GHIEI S TLEIDTLEID, EIZ XX, HEAIXEIBZET
23 RATH O OFFHIZN DI TLEINLTEERNET, &M@J\% B DIz W2 &

IMEDOBIRNSTZ0, ZF AN TEL AR oTh, AELWL, RO NENTAD TIEZ2WTLE
I TIE STARDUTED NI EEID, &hfﬁb%@w@ﬁ\&Afﬁ%ém&w@ﬁx%2
HZENETHRUZRDTE, LHLRTIIE, HAOHRIZHLHE 2T ThEa kL., FHF
DZEHREIRL TLESTD ., ZOREMENIFEEL THU fxofbiofcbb‘(biM)f‘To OF
0, B mNAEESTEIARBRIZT T ELHWE T 2B TR HOZEN RO T
9, THL T, 72 FRaE ey EF o, RO EfmIicB T a2 EmTc&Ed, LT,
R AEREEZDITIL, FEPSLE ERD USRI OW T A TUOKZENREI T,
AR, ME—DHHRETHY, PO RESE —FM->TOET, RO LH7% B THS
by < T T, BT OW T EA DI > CWVvET, Foaska iR s
ZHZENTENUL, ERITHDLZ LT RUTZ LI E X T NAEY, 8ega 4 HEDNED ., :Fﬂl
MR EB/LZENTEET, UL, RO AL EROFEBRZILFUNTHI LI, 578

DOFELHY | FA— NZT TIETERWERWET, ZhIc, FEHo Rz, B O #RZT
T FEHIRIL TLUEI ANTLKSANVET, 720 %J?%né»tﬁiyﬁ”mf@/\b%ﬁv\w 0
DRKYIEZEAMFPIILD TOLKZENREIZ L, R Z BN T ZENTERKTH, BDE X
FaL LD HIET, BT RO EBNAIREIZ 2D E T, 20T niE& oL, S a L T
HEDHFZLCH TNAITENDDER A, %L/( IR ATRINF TR SR AR B CL =
eI L CnEEL X,

A6 (2024) 4£8 A

il

ZDAy =V —RIE, SERRLEAE O NEIREO D 11
BTN IO B ARE R AL TOET,




Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What we can do for peace.

I have been learning about peace as a junior high school student living
in Hiroshima . I have now learned about the situation in the Gaza Strip
and Ukraine through the media, and I feel a sense of
crisis.

In the midst of all this, I had the very valuable experience of
interviewing foreigners who visited the Peace Memorial Park the other
day. At that time, when I asked, "Do you think the world is peaceful
today?", many foreigners denied it and answered that they felt a sense of
crisis about it. I thought that spreading this awareness would lead to
peace, and I thought about the "power of each individual" and what
anyone can do right now.

The first is to know and learn about history. If everyone in the world
knew what happened on August 6th 79years ago, no one on this earth
would try to use nuclear weapons.

The second is to feel the happiness you have right now and share that
happiness with those close to you. I think there are countless countries in
the world where the happiness we take for granted doesn't exist. For
example, there are children who want to study but cannot because of war,
and there are people who do not have enough to eat every day. If we
cherish the things we take for granted now, no one will want to start
a war themselves.

Finally, I believe that for world peace to be possible, each and every
person around the world must seriously consider the current state of the
world, where the happiness that we take for granted now could be lost at
any time, and share this understanding.

August.2024

Haruto Ishikawa
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Working Hard World Peace ]

At the beginning of 2024, there was an earthquake in Ishikawa prefecture, and many
people lost their lives. Also, it has been two years since the Russian invasion of Ukraine
began, and the war is still ongoing. Civil wars and conflicts are happening all over the world,
and at this very moment, many people are losing their lives.

There are various problems in the world, such as discrimination, poverty, disasters,
infectious diseases, and environmental issues.
Even in our surroundings, there are various problems, including bullying.

We discussed our class goals with our classmates in April. We confirmed together that it is
important to help each other, spend time with smiles, and consider other people ‘s feelings.
In our class, we decided that each individual should be valued, protected, and everyone
should aim for a happy life.

On the other hand, when we turn our attention to larger social groups such as communities
and countries, there are people who are working hard to protect the right of each individual
and ensure a happy life. There are people fighting to protect the people of their country or
region. There are people working to protect people from disasters and infectious diseases.
There are people standing up against ableism and gender issues. There

are people who are working hard for world peace.

Hiroshima City is the city where the first atomic bomb in human history was dropped. We
learn about peace at school in Hiroshima. We listen to the stories of atomic bomb survivors to
pass on the reality of the atomic bombings.

So, what can we do?

We can pass on the wishes of the survivors who say, “No one else should ever experience
such Suffering”, and the hearts of citizens who hope for permanent world peace. Only we, who
were born in Hiroshima City and have learned about peace, can take action.

To make the 21st century a “century of peace,” it is important for us young people to build
a fortress of peace that transcends race and borders.

And in order for Hiroshima City’s peace message to reach the world, Hiroshima City must
become a city where each individual is valued, protected, and everyone can live happily. By
doing so, I believe that the peace message from Hiroshima City will resonate with the hearts
of people all over the world with the weight of truth.

For that to happen, it is important for us to make efforts for a peaceful world.

I sincerely pray for world peace and a world where all people are valued and can live in
peace.

August.2024

Yanagida Kento
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Ring of peace

What do you think should be done to "create a peaceful world without
war"?

I think it's "not to forget the post". Russia has been invading Ukraine
for about two years now.

At the beginning of the war, people around me were talking about war.
However, nowadays, people are less interested in the war and there are
fewer opportunities to watch TV or talk about it as before. I feel that I am
one of them. I'm afraid that this is what "being forget ten" means.

I also wondered if the traditions of Hiroshima and Nagasaki would be
repeated if there were no one left to question the war and tell the tragedy
to others. It is hard to imagine what would happen if nuclear weapons,
which destroyed a city in an instant even with the technology of 78 years
ago, were to be made even more advanced and dropped on a city today.

We must never forget such a terrible fact. In order not to forget, what I
can do now 1s to send out messages about peace to as many people as
possible. I would be happy if even one person thinks about war through
my message. I believe that if I can convey the message of how pointless
war is from person to person, the circle of peace will expand. War is a
mistake. The future of many people should not be irrationally erased.

No matter how small one person's power may be, a step taken now will
never be in vain. I believe that the future will be bright if we connect the
post to the future through the actions of each one of us and our strong
desire for peace among the people of the world.

August.2024

Sentani Yui
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A step towards peace J

I want to think about peace around us, not only on a
global scale but for a kind of peace that we can have when
we make changes in our daily lives.

Recently, the number of students in Japan who can't go
to school is increasing every year.

Some of them are worried about getting along with
people. They may feel deeply hurt by insensitive remarks
made by the people around them. They may feel lonely in
their classroom.

This 1s why I want our school to be a better place that
makes us happy. To create a better world, we need to pay
attention to other people and deepen our understanding
of each other. Let's give them a helping hand if they are
in trouble. Above all, let's reflect on ourselves in our daily
lives. I believe this 1s a good step towards peace.

August.2024

Kugita Riria
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ What we can do as people
who live in the present

When you say, “I'm going,” you hear “Have a good day.” When you say “I'm back,”
you hear “Welcome back.”

79 years have passed since the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. The
person who left home saying “I'm going” that day and the person who saw them off
saying “Have a nice day” never heard “Welcome back” or “I'm back.”

On August 6, 1945, daily lives, dreams, and hopes of many people were taken
away. Every year, we watch the Peace Memorial Ceremony and hold a one-minute
silence at 8:15 a.m. when the atomic bomb was dropped. And with the moment of
silence, we remember what happened here in Hiroshima on August 6 and think
about peace.

However, we would never know anything by just holding a one-minute silence.
Memories of the war have faded.

What we can do as people who live in the present to listen to the voices and
thoughts of the Hibakusha.

I think that I could deepen my understanding of the war and the atomic bomb by
listening to the stories of the Hibakusha.

It’s difficult for us, who have never experienced the atomic bomb, to tell in detail
how hard it was at that time. But we, who live in the present, should listen to the
voices of the Hibakusha and get to know about the atomic bomb and the war.

By doing so, I think we will be able to remember the tragic event that happened
in Hiroshima and pass the memory on to the next generation. As a person living in
Hiroshima, I will continue to keep the importance of peace and fear of war in mind,
and tell others in case. I believe we can make the world where all the people will
never forget the event that happened on this earth and pass the memory to the next
generation.

August.2024

Miyamura Nodoka
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A Peaceful Future for Everyone |

We spend all our time with friends, teachers, and family. I think we
always exchange a few words, such as "I'm leaving," "I'm home," "Good
morning," and "Goodbye." However, it is also true that there are many
people in the world who say “I'm leaving" but never return. Therefore, I
would like to value conversations such as "I'm coming" and "I'm home."
And this can only be achieved through peace, I want to make every effort
to ensure that peaceful days continue as normal.

I visited Ninoshima and Nagasaki for peace studies in the past two
years. When I saw people’s lives at that time and miserable scenes after
the atomic bomb was dropped, I realized that we must never allow
anything like this happen again. So I summarized my thoughts on peace
as one of the junior high school students living in Hiroshima.

What can I do to make the world a more peaceful place? I think that I
will learn about various values of peace and use that knowledge to spread
the message to various people. By doing so, 'm sure that people who
heard this will think about peace and spread the word further.

There are many people around the world who hear "I'm leaving" and
never hear the words "I'm home" again. I want them to think about it as
their own problem, not as someone else's. I believe that we will be able
to think more deeply about peace.

In order to create a peaceful world, it is important for everyone to stop
fighting and recognize each other. That's why I want the world to become
a place where small conflicts can be stopped little by little.

August.2024

Manato Sakashita

This sheet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated
?/ at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.

[ ,
/ /'\.‘
«J‘

/ﬁ



[ B DRSO N 2 ~DOFFiAy—

[ T _XCoOMNEF R EKE ]

FLI=H1E, Wb KESR A, FESBILTCWET, ZOH T, o TExET ), 72720
F), [&IH7%e0 ), TBIFID 1Vl —E M S HEERZ DL TWAHERWET,

LU HESIZIE, TWo TEET I EE o EFL) > TAZEN RN ANERTLSANDER
WET, ZBFMIE, TWoTEET IRV E I REDEFHEZ KUICL T EZnE B E
T, ZFLTEIUT R H H CThoTZETEAILRDO T, FEfle H 2 WHT=VEX DIHITHE
I T %= LT TT,

FMNFZZ 2RI TEMFE OO, PR ZFINELTZ, MEFD N %2 DAETELRUER
THROEBRARREELEBRICA T, RABIXFRICES R esd " EEEIL TRV R0 EE
WET, FUTABIEDLHFEEDO— NELTERICOWTORWEEED ELT,

SR FUZ T D7D IR N TEDLDTLEID, EAUTH D RN DN TOZENE
NOEDOMEZ O, FNEBEITO LR ANTRBL TV IELEEEWELZ, 2952812
Lo T, ZNEB W NERERICOWTE 2, EHICREL TWHLE-INSTT,

(NS TEEFTJZMNWT, [TV EI WO B EERZ T EEIT RN ARTLSANVET, £
BESIIIMMAFEL TTIERL, BAOFRLLTEXTUILVOTY, THTHZETIDEL
SEFNZ DWW TEZBNDEEWET,

PRI L TUKTZDIT, RATRBGFNERDHIENREITT, ZDT=HIZHNVER
DAV, NS72 G ED LT DIk bNA LR U7 > TZLW T,

A6 (2024) 4£8 A

K A

ZDAy = —RIE, ERRLESARE O NEEO D/ 1
BTN IO B ARE R AL TOET,




Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ To a Peaceful World |

About 70 years ago, two bombs destroyed people's lives.
The bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
I don't know why they had to be dropped. I think it is
completely wrong to hurt people no matter what the
reasons are. If I compare those days and now, I am very
happy now because I live without any fear.

I don't want to take it for granted that life is peaceful
now and that I'm alive now. I think we should continue
to wish for world peace and be thankful that we are
living happily now.

Humans are very smart animals. Unlike other
animals, we can consider other people's feelings. But
why do we go to war? Humans have a lot of
personalities.

I wish for a world where the individuality of each
person can shine.

August.2024

Furutant Yuna
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ A gender gap, Gender equality

Have you ever felt gender discrimination in your daily life?

Probably many of us have experienced it.

However, “Gender equality” is gaining attention around the world.

“Gender equality” means sharing responsibilities, rights and
opportunities equally regardless of gender, and making decisions together
on all matters.

For example, do you have the impression that red or pink is for girls and
blue or black is for boys? Also, why is it that more and more schools are
allowing girls to wear slacks these days, but few schools are allowing boys
to wear skirts as well?

My idea of peace is that everyone in the world can smile every day.

If these gender discriminations were eliminated, LGBT people would
have less suffering in their daily lives, and they would be able to live with
smiles on their faces.

In other words, to create a peaceful society I think it is important to
reduce gender discrimination.

To do this, we should make people around the world understand gender
discrimination and implement gender equality.

So, I think it would be good to have chances to learn about gender and
to read books about gender from a young age in school.

August.2024

Izu Misaki
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

I To a world without conflict

The world situation has gone from bad to worse, and many disputes and
wars break out constantly. Because of such wars, we see so many victims,
collapsed cities and towns, and many people can’t live in peace. War often
affects and hurts people who have nothing to do with it. Without war, how
many lives could have been saved? Sometimes I realize this and I'm
thankful for the happiness of our peaceful daily lives.

We live in Hiroshima, where an atomic bomb was dropped for the first
time in history. Born in Hiroshima, we have received peace education since
we were 1n elementary school, and leaned about the terror and tragedy of
war. War is so cruel and instantly takes away our families and ordinary
daily lives. I can’t imagine how sad I would be if I lost my be loved family.
We should never start war which will bring us great sadness. But it is
impossible for me to change the world by myself even thought I wish for
peace from the bottom of my heart. We need to work together. I think we
should convey the real horror of war not only to the next generation but
also to the people of various generations in many countries all over the
world. We are the sons and daughters of Hiroshima, so we know the horror
and sadness of war better than the others. Therefore, we can show the
terror of war and preciousness of peace. Japan is the only nation to have
been hit by the atomic bomb. As a junior high school student living in
Hiroshima, I want to tell the world about the cruelty, horror and tragedy
of war to stop war and realize peace step by step. I believe that each of us
can work together to help realize world peace.

August.2024

Tagami Sota
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For peace for all |

When I thought about what it means for everyone in the world to be
peaceful, I initially thought it means that there should be no wars and
that everyone should be able to live in harmony with each other. That is
the i1deal peace from my point of view. However, I leaned the other day
that what I consider to be peace may not be the case for people from
different countries and countries and cultures. It made me realize that I
was only looking at the ostensible goal of peace and was unaware of the
circumstances that existed on the other side. I realized how difficult it is
to achieve peace for everyone in the world. However, there are some things
that are misunderstood due to assumptions, or superstitions. Even if what
we know or think it is wrong, we assume it is right and don't try to know
the facts. Therefore, I would like you to look at yourself once again,
imagine that you are standing in the viewpoints of people in various
positions. It is important for each of us to be able to think about things
from a broader perspective. Therefore, I believe that the realization of
peace can be achieved though a combination of everyone's small efforts,
one by one.

August.2024

Ueshige Yuichiro
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Thoughts of each person

The biggest impression I felt when learning about peace is from the
monument tour. I saw it, I listened to the story, and experienced the tour
personally.

I realized that living in peace is not normal. Compared to other
countries, wars are still happening When I see children who are almost
the some age as me, I feel my heart constrict. I thought, "whencanIdo.'
My answer is to learn the importance of peace, and convey this ideal to
younger generations.

There are many people who talk about the fear of war, however, war
still continues. Don't you think it's strange? I think it's because people's
awareness that they are at peace is getting low. Have you ever thought
about what would happen if war] broke out? In the current situation, war
can break out anywhere. The meaning of peace for me is that we have a lot
of place to play, we can sleep in a warm bed, we can eat until we're full, we
don't have guns, and we live with a smile.

I used to think it was impossible to stop war. However, I realized that we
do have a power to stop it. Of course, it is important for each of us to have a
strong belief that wars should never be started, but also we should always
will have a grateful heart. I was born and raised in Hiroshima, so I had
many opportunities to learn about the horrors of the atomic bomb, but I
would like people outside the prefecture and other countries to have the
some opportunity to learn more about the atomic bomb. We must not
repeat the evils, of war and convey this message. I believe that doing these
lead to peace.

August.2024

Kojima Nono
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ For A Peaceful World

In 1945,on August 6,an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. By the
end of December, approximately 140000 precious lives were claimed by
that single bomb. Ever now, wars and conflicts are continuing all over the
world. Russia's invasion of Ukraine is continuing, too. Two years have
passed since this war began, and at least 10191 civilians died as of
January, according to the United Nations. There are many children among
them. When I see the news regarding Ukraine, I think that if I lived there
I would feel so scared. There are many people living in fear in Ukraine.

So I thought of three things that we can do as children living in
Hiroshima. First is to be thankful for peaceful days. Second is to
understand people with different cultures, religions and personalities, and
to respect each other mutually. And the third is to cooperate with people
around the world. The power of each person is small, but I believe the
world will be peaceful if we hold hands and cooperate.

Each of us have the right to live. A world where this right is taken away
by some people is not peaceful world. We have a role in telling people the
misery of war and the preciousness of peace in order to pass on to future
generations a peaceful world in which everyone feels truly happy.

August.2024

Ishiko Miyu
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Peace Messages from Hiroshima’s Middle School Students
to People of the World

[ Wishing for Peace

“Let’s create a world with peace” is a common phrase to hear. Have you ever wondered what the peace they
wish for means? Is it a world with no fighting? I think peace means a world where there are no wars with the
guarantee that people feel safe and there is a positive international relationship between all countries.

When I was in elementary school, as a part of our peace studies my school went to the Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Museum. There, I saw many artifacts and diaries of people who were harmed by the atomic bomb and
the scene was hard to imagine from our lives now . Seeing all the lives that were taken in mere seconds, I felt the
terror that is war for the first time. I also felt relieved that I am living in this peaceful world today. At that time I
was unaware of the wars and internal disputes around the world.

February 24th 2022, Russia officially started their attack on Ukraine. When the news report ran across the
screen, I wasn’t sure what it meant. My father said “It will be over in 2 weeks”. The adults around me, even the
reporters on TV said that it would be over quickly. However, the attacks continue to this day.

After entering middle school in a city representing peace, Hiroshima, I had many opportunities to learn about
and discuss peace. Last summer, I went to the Peace Memorial Museum with my relatives. While I was there, my
young cousin asked me “Why isn’t there a museum here about the pearl harbor bombing?” It was an innocent
question from a young child but it made me think long and hard. The fact that two atomic bombs were dropped
and many lives were lost is not something to be easily forgiven and I think it’s important that we continue to pass
that story down in the museum. However, Japan started the attacks. I think the deaths of Pearl Harbor should
also be counted as a terrible loss to war.

I have once heard about peace studies in Germany. During the second world war, Germany harmed Jews in
many ways including torture and starvation. In German schools, you are told “Germany committed many crimes
during the war that may never be forgiven. You do not have to take responsibility for those crimes. However, it is
your responsibility to make sure that this never happens again.” Isn’t this something that students in both Japan
and the USA should be taught? None of us are physically responsible for the Pearl Harbor attack or the Atomic
bombings. To make sure that the scenes shown at the museum never become a reality again, it is important to
protect the peace that we have now and make peace where it is needed.

Compared to during the wars, our world might be considered peaceful. However we are far from achieving the
target of world peace that Hiroshima and many other cities continue to pursue. To reach this goal, we need to not
only focus on what was done to our own country, but consider the effect that war had on other countries. There
were many casualties caused due to the war. Both from direct attacks and sickness or famine after the war. To
get closer to world peace, we need to acknowledge and prevent the civil wars and military infiltrations in our
world with words and not military force.

What can we do in terms of actions to wish for peace? I have already mentioned the lack of acknowledgement
towards other countries about the harm that was caused during war. So we can assume that what happened to
Hiroshima and Nagasaki is not known to all tourists. The first step is to know. To get people to know, the only
thing that we can do is speak up. I strongly believe that learning about the aftermath of other countries and
speaking up about our own will lead to a brighter, more peaceful future.

August.2024

Riaya Warshaw
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