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Town Planninb

Changes in the Town Planning System] From the Miji
Resto ration on, rapid urbanization created a need for
planned city formation all over Japan, leading to the
enactment of the forme Town Planning Law in 1919.
This law provided Japan with a system for malern town
planning, but during the intense post-wa economi
growth period beginning around 1960 cities
experienced a sudden concentration of population and
industry, and urban problems such as poll ution and
traff i c congestion became increasingly se vere.

[ Nonetheless , the forme Town Planning Law, which
la cked responsiveness to local authorities and had an
inadequate land use system, was outdated and unable
to handle these post-wa urban challenges. In 1968,
the forme Town Planning Law was conprehensively
revise d into the new Town Plan ning Law

0 The new law remains in force to this day, having
undergone regular revisions to reflect societal
changes, notably the establishment of the DOst rict

Qurrent Town Planning System] The purpose of town
planning is to plan rational use of land wth
appropriate restrictions in order to ensure healthy
and cult ural urban li ving as well as functional urban
acti vities . In dete rmining town planning, prefectural
governments designate town planning juris diction to
conprehensively buil d, develop, and maintain as an
urban unit .
O1In principle, specific town planning is determined
within the town planning jurisdiction. The maor
typesof town planninga re:

O Policies related to the building, developnent, and

nai ntenance o f the town planning jur is di ction

Corcept that sti pulates the mgor town planning
poli cies within the town planning jur is di ction

O Dvisiono f planning jur is di ction

Plans that divide the area of the town planning

jurisdiction into an urbanization promotion area
and an urbanization control area in order to promote

planned urbani zation

0 Zoning

Plans that regulate wuse of land, buil ding use and
type, etc. to make the rational use of land,

including Zones for Certain Uses

O Uban facilities
Planning of basic infrastructure,

parks, andsewerage

0 Wban develo pment proj ects

Plans for integ rated develo pment or improvement of
large tracts of land, such as land readjustment

programs and urban redevelo pment programs

O Dst rict plan

DOstrict-level plans for supplenenting land use plans
for zones, etc., and for pronoting careful ly considered
urban devel opnent adapted to the needs of the district
0 G the above types of plans, prefectural governnents
deternmine basic, broad-area town planning such as
categories [0 and [, and municipalities deternine
other categories.
O Mreover, though these are not determned as town
planning, nunicipalities deternine “ Basic Policies for
Aty and Town Planning” to clarify their vision for
the city, ensure the unity of the entire nunicipal
plan, and, by reflecting the views of the residents,
further urban devel opnent carried out in concert wth
the residents. These policies are adopted in accordance
with nunicipalities’ basic concepts and “ Policies
related to the Building, D[evelopnent, and Mintenance
of the Town Planning Jurisdiction.”
OIn accordance with the above system city planning
determined by prefectures conforns to “ Policies
related to the Building, Developnent, and Mintenance
of the Town Planning Jurisdiction,” whereas those
determned by nunicipalities conform to “ Policies
related to the Building, D[eveloprent, and Mintenance
of the Town Planning Jurisdiction” as well as “ Basic
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Town Planninb

Procedures for Deternmining Town Planningd Wen
prefectural ~ or municipal governments determine town
planning in accordance with the provisions of the
Town Planning Law, they must discuss it with related
entities , take into consideration the views of the
residents, and undergo procedures such as
deli beration bytown planning councils

O The residents * views mg be ascertained through
several procedures. The town planning draft my be
open to the public for inspection or written opinions
solicited . Whn necessary, at the stage of drawing up
drafts for the town planning, the city is to hold
public hearings or e xplanator y meetings .

OIn the past, determination of town planning was
often initiated and driven forward by
admi ni strations, but to encourage resi dent
partici pation in town development the Town Planning
Law was revised in 2002. The revision created a system
to allow landowners or NPGs (non-profit organizations)
who aim to engage in town develo pment to propose town

Hroshima Region Town Planning Jurisdictiond
Hros hima Gt y and three cities and fi ve towns in its
proximity m&e up the Hros hima Region Town Planning
Jurisdiction The cities are Qake Gty, Hatsukaic hi
aty, and Kure Gty. The towns are o cho, Fuchu-
cho, Kaita -cho, Saka-cho, and Kumanecho. As of My,
2004, the entire area conprises 688.76km. O this
area, Hros hima Gt y comprises 399.0 6kni.

OAs a policy for building, developing, and
maintaining the concerned area as a unified city, in
My 2004, Hros hima Prefecture determined the Polic 'y
for Building, Developing, and Mintaining the
Hros hima Region Town Planning Jurisdiction . Vit hin
this, based on the underlying concept of “ safe,
secure, and confortable city developnent,” the
vision for the metropolis set fort h in the polic y is:
“ a central core metropolis with advanced, high-le vel
functions for the Chugoku- Shikoku region.” It
furt her states the policies for each district ' s

Basic Policies pertaining to Hros hima Town Planning
0

O The dty of Hros hima adopted the Basic Concepts of
the Gty of Hros hima in 1998, and the 4th Basic Plan
of the Aty of Hros hima in 1999. In 2001, the Basic
At y Planning Policy for Hros hima Town Planning was
adopted as a conprehensive guideline , from the town
planning perspecti ve, to give concrete shape to the
imge of “ an international city of peace and
culture ,” which was set fort h in the preceding
plans. It also serves as a guideline for m&ing the
best use of regional features and involving the
residents intown  planning .

O The polic y sets three basic goals: 1) development
toward the goal of becoming a city of charm and
vitalit y offering a variet y of city functions that
open the door to a new age; 2) environmentall y
friendl y develo pment that gives maimumconsideration

to harmonious coexistence with the cit y’ s abundant
and beautiful ~ waters and greenery: 3) development
that enhances safet y, comfort, and a high qualit y of
life . The policy lays out, in accordance with these
goals, approaches to land use over the city as a
whole and in each admnistrative district,
improvements to the cit y infrastructure , and creation

of the urban environment. The year 2010 has been set
as the target year for attainment of the policy
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O1n neking dedsions corceming the vali dation of townplans,

Oit nay be necesary to recdve appoval by Nnistar of land infrastructure ard
trarsportation or Hroshina Refectural Governer. [ Wen the appoval by Nhi star of
land, infr astructure ard trarsportation is required, Hroshina Refectural Gverna's
opinion shoul d al so be taken into corsi deration.
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