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Prewar Town Bnning
s 0000000 oo00ooo0oooo01y0o0ooOOO0OO0O00O0OODOO00O00 Prewar Town Planning 0 In 1589, Terunoto Nori began 00000
0 Prewar Town OO0O0O00O0O0OOOOOOOooooooooooon the construction of Hroshinma Gastle, and Hro shina moo200
0 Aannng thereaft er developed as the seat of the feudal lord's 0 Zones for Caertain
boboooobbobooooooooooooooood governnent until the Miji Restoration. In the Miji 0 Wses (1927)
00000000000 00000000000000 era (1868-1912), commrce and industry flouri shed in
0000000000000 O0OoOOoOoOooooooo Hroshina as it consoli dated its nili tary position 00000000
OO0OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoon through a numeer of wars, including the Sl.no-Ja}panese moo3 0
Vdr of 1894-5. Nevertheless, from the viewpoint of 0 Foad Netwok
boblzoopoooooooooooooooooon town planning, Hro shina wa destitute of requisites O Designated in
00000000 0DO00o00D00uM40o000000 for a nodern city, and even this early, there was 0 Gorfornity wi th
0000000000000 oOoOoOooooooooo acknowledgenent of anee d for town planning . 00 Town Ranmng
i i i 0 Law(1928
0Oo0160000000000000000000000 O Hro shima comenced mudern town planning with the w(1928)
appli cation of the old TownPlanning Law in 1923. The
oooooooooooooolenoooooooon area of Town Planning Juri sdiction (1925), Zones for
ooooOO0o0oOoOooD2p000000CDOOOOOO Certain Uss (1927) and imprtant facili ties such as
0000000 O0O0O0OOoOoO0ooooooon roads (1928) and parks (1941) were designated in the
town plan.
O1In accordance with the plan, the construction of
roads began in 1930 and that of parks in 1941.
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Damage Atomc Banb
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0 Damage by
0O Ataic Banb
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M oO020 81471
0 Ooe:o0nOmnO

0O Atac Cloud
0 over Hrosh ma
O (about 9a. m on

0 6 August 1945)
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Davage by Atonic BaO At 8.15 a.m on 6 August 1945,
an atonic bon, the world's first nuclear weapon,
exploded at an altitude of 580 netres over H roshina.
Its energy is estimated to have been equivalent to 15
kilotons of TNT. An area of approxinately 13 square
kilonetres was reduced to ruins; 70,000 houses were
danmaged and 140,000 (+ 10,000) people are estinated
to have died by the end of 1945, because of thernal
rays, blast wind, radiationand resulting fires.

OIt is said that within an area of approxi mately two
kilonetres radius, centering on the hypocentre,
ordinary buildings were alnost totall y destroyed by
blast and/or fire. Wthin a wider area (fr omtwo to
three kilonetres fr omthe hypocentre), buildings were
half destroyed or burnt. Fbwever, even in areas
further away,
danmaged or burnt.

the buildings were also partially
Near the hypocentre,

even solidly
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Hstory of Hroshimadty Town Planningl

m 0000 =y s 000000 0000000000000 O0O0O0O0O0O00O0O000  Wr Danmage Reconstruction Plan( The Japanese
0 Areas Destroyed X 4 1 --'r'!,.ﬂ-ﬁ'..!"1"'”]"t 0 War Damage 000000000000 OO0OO02001O00000 gover nnent establ i shed the Wr Danage
O by Atonic Bonb ey y [ Jeh i R e O Reconstuction Reconstruction Institute in Novenber 1945 to

f : & 0 Plan voobooooooooooboooooooood2: pronote reconstruction of cities destroyed or

) uobooooooboonooooo damagel in World War 1l, and enacted the Special
<o 0000000001000 0000000000ag Town Planning Law in September 1946. In Qtober
000000000000 OOO00O0O0O0Oooon 1946, Hros hima was designate d as a cit y eligi ble

to receive aid under the law, and then plans for
vbboooooooooooooooooonodd the construction of roads and parks and also land

gooooooooooooo readjustment projects were designate d as part of
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Mountains and woodland
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Damageto Buil dings Ruil ding units Anal ysis of Destruction to Buil dings by Atonic Bonbing
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O (except)
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History of Hiroshimad ty Town H anrhngl

Enactnent of the Hroshina Peace Mnorial Gty
Qonstruction Law]Wth the sharp decrease in tax
revenue due to war damaes and the extremely dire
financial situation that resulted, the city s
reconstr uction was delayed. Though the city male a
variety of requests to the national governnent,
incl uding the transfer of nationally -owned lands to
the city , the requests went unanswered. The Japanese
government itself was on the verge of bankruptcy and
had no basis to provide Hiroshima with preferential
assistance .

O Devise d under these circ umstances was a special law
enacted according to the 95th article of the
Constit ution , the first special legislation in Japan:
the Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction Law
As a result of the efforts of many people, this law
was approved by both the Hase of Cauncilors and the
Haise of Representati ves in May 1949, and in July of
the same year the law recei ved overwhelming support
in public referen dum  The law was promul gated and
vent into effect on August 6, 1949, four years after
the atomic  bonbin g.

00 Wth the enactment of the law the reconstr uction

The Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction Law
(excerpt)

O (Purport of this Law)

Article 1. It shall be the object of the present law
to provide for the construction of the city of
Hiroshima as a peace memorial city to synboli ze the
human ideal of the sincere pursuit of genuine and
lastin g peace.

0 (Plannin g an d Endeavors)

Article 2.

1. Special town planning for the constr uction of
Hiroshima Peace Memorial City (hereinafter referre d
to as the Peace Memorial City Construction Plan)
shall incl ude, in addition to the plannin g provided
for by Article 1 of the Town Planning Law plannin g
of facilities to inspire the pursuit of lastin g peace
and such other cult ural facilities as would befit a
peace memorial city

O (Assistance for En  deavors)

Aticle 3. Relevant agencies of the national and Iocal
governnents shall , in li ght of the significance of the
purpose descri bed in Article I, render every possi ble
assistance to the expedition and conpletion of the
Peace Memorial City Cons tr uction En deavors.

O (Special Subsi dies )

Article 4. As deemel necessary for the execution of
the Peace Memorial City Construction Erdeavors, the
national government may Article 28 of the MNational

Property Law (Law Nbo. 73, 1948) notwithstan ding,
transfer ordinary assets to those local public
entities mamlated to bear the expenses require d by
the constr uction en deavors.

0 (Reportin g)

Article 5. Those engaged in executin g the Peace
Memorial City Construction Erdeavors shall stri ve to
conplete sai d endeavors pronptly and shall submit
progress reports to the Minister of Construction at
least once e very si x months.

2. The Prime Minister shall report to the Det once
each year on the stat us of the Peace Memorial City
Construction En deavors.

O (Responsi bility of the Mayor of Hi roshima)

Article 6. The mayor of Hiroshima shall , wth the
cooperation of resi dents and support from rele vant
organi zations, establish a program of continuous
acti vity toward conpletion of the Hiroshima Peace
Memorial City .
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goooooooo
0 The Appi cati on of
0 HiroshimaPReace
O Memo a dty
0 Gorstructi on Law
m[J000d
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Donaton of the Forme
0 HiroshimaB and of
Bark of Japan

m 00000
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0 HiroshimaB g Véve ard
0 Wshita Ruri fication Aant

m 0100000
gooooooooo

0 The Aborb Dome
0O Dwri ngthe FArst
O Preservati on Prgj ect
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00000000000 0oooooooooooooon
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O (The assistance of national governnent in
accordance with article 3)
0 The Heiwa-ohashi Bridge was constructed under
direct control of the national governnent, the
railin gs for which were designed by world renowned
scul ptor, Isamu Noguchi .
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0 (The assistance of rele vant agencies in accordance
with article 3)

O 1n Mayof 2000, the Bank of Japan decided to donate
the buil ding and land of the former Hiroshima Branch
to the City of Hiroshima witho ut conpensation on the
condition that the building be designated as a
national  important cult ural property . It was so
desi gnated in July 2000 and the property was conceded

oopo400000000000

0002700000420 0000000034.5ha000
J00000000o0O00oO000o0oooOooOoooooo
goo0ooooOo0ooooOoOoooOoOooooO

O(The transfer of nationally-owned lands in
accordance with article 4)

O From 1952 to 1967 approximately 34.5 hectares of
nationally -owned, former military land, was donated
to the city . At present, the land is used for
educational facilities , water works plants , hospitals ,

O0dedO0OO0OOODOODODOO

00042000020000144000030000000
00000000000 0oooooooooooooo
ooo
0000000000000 0000000000O00
0000000000000 0O0O0ooooo33poon
gooo
O (Assistance conforming to the intentions of article
6)
O Preservation projects were underta ken three times,
in 1967, 1990, and 2002, mostly funded by pri vate
donations from citi  zens.

Also, the Hiroshima Mnici pal Baseball Stadium
home of Hiroshima s professional baseball team, the
Toyo Carp, was built in 1958 wth the donations of
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Hiroshima Peace Mmorial City Condr uction Plan

History of Hiroshima City Town Planninb

Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction L  aw Plan

0 The enactment of the Hiroshima Peace Memorial City
Construction Law determined the basic direction for
reconstructin g Hiroshima City. After the enactment,
to prepare for proposing a new town planning,
discussions  took place amom consultati ve bodies,
inclu ding national Peace Culture City Construction
Council, the Wdr Reconstruction Measures Council, and
two Myor’ s advisory bodies: the Committee for
Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction , and the
Advisory Panel to Hroshima Peace Mnorial Qty
Construction . In March 1952, the city enacted the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction Plan as a
new plan to replace the Hiroshima Reconstructio n City
Plan (enactedin 1946).

0 To date, the City of Hiroshima has developed based
on the Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction Law
and the Hiroshima Peace Memorial City Construction
Plan. They continue to play an important role as the

Features of the PlanlJ Hiroshima Peace Memorial City
Construction Plan adopted in 1952 specified the
followin g measures:

1. To buil d a park of 12.21 hectares in the Nikajima
Ostrict near the hypocenter of the atomic bon
explosion , to be desi gnated as a memorial place and
calle dthe Peace Memorial Par k.

2. To designate the Motomachi Ostrict of 58.74
hectares (44. lhectares at present), inclu ding the
site of Hiroshima Castle, to be calle d Chuo Park,
and to buil d recreational and cultural facilities

inthe park.

3. To lay the 100 meter-wide road which runs from

east to west through the center of the city, to
contribute to recreation, tourism and disaster

prevention as well as trans portation .

4. To plan riversi de green tracts , so as to enhance
the attractions of the 7 rivers (presently 6) flowing

through the city  from north to south

5. To place many parks throughout the entire city

in order to establish a systematic network of
parks, with Peace Memorial Park, Chuo Park, 100 Meter

Boulevard, and the green tracts along the riversi des
asa foundation .

6. To lay arterial roa dsina grid pattern .

7. To buil d cemeteries in the surrounding mountain

areas to which the graves scattere d through the
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History of Hiroshima City Town Planninb

Reconstruction Land Readjust nent Progrant] The ato nic
bonb tot ally destroyed an area of the city in a two-
kilonetre radius. As a result, 1,322.5 hectares
wit hin this area were designated to be reconstructed
under the Wr Damage Reconstruction Plan. The area
was divided into two parts for a land readjust nent
program. The Gvernor of Hros hima Prefecture was
responsible for inplenenting the program in the
western part and the Myor of Hros hima Gty took
charge o f t he e astern part.

O Although scaled back to cover 1,060 hectares under
the Hros hima Peace Mnorial Gty Construction Plan,
whic h was adopted in 1952, the programms took a city
that had been reduced to ashes and laid the
foundation for progress by makng a blue print for a
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History of Hiroshima City Town Planninb

Not onachi Dstrict Redevel opnent  Prograni] The
Mtonachi Dstrict is located in the centre of
Hros hima and was totall y destroyed by the atomic
bonb. After the war, nany wooden str uctures were
erected in the district as temporary housing. Some of
the buildings were constructed by public housing
authorities and others were built illeg all y in the
postwar social disorder . For nany years, Motomchi
lagged far behind other districts in developing
modernfacilities  and remained an area of substandard
housing .

OTo renedy this situation, the Mtonachi
Redevel opnent  Program proposed construction of
approximatel y 4,570 housing units in a series of
multi - store yed flats. Redevelopment was planned on a
33.36 hectare tract of land in the district as well
as on land in the Chojuen District , which adjoins
Motorchi. The project also called for the creation
of Chuo Park wit h extensive greenery, a li brary and
an art museum

0 Gonstr uction  began in  1969. The project was a
nassive undertaking and its completion in 1978 narked
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