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Overview of Hiroshima Citi

Location 0 The city of Hroshima is located in the
south of Hbonshu, Japan's largest island. The city lies
between  132° 18 24" and  132° 41' 39" east in
longitude, and between 34° 17' 49" and 34° 36' 54"
north in latitude. It extends approximtely 35
kilonetres fr omeast to wes and fr omnorth to south
and has an area of 742.02 square Kkilonetres(As of 1
Qctober 2002). Hroshina is 682 kilonetres fr om Tokyo

Geographical FeaturesO Hroshina Aty faces the Seto
Inland Sea to the south, wt h the Chugku Muntain s
behind. The nountain region, the peaks of whch range
from 600 to 1,000 netres above sea level, covers
about two-thirds of the city area and surrounds the
I owland reg ion on the re mainin g s i des.

O The lowland region is centered on the delta forned
at the nouth of the Ga River and narrowly extends
north along the Ca River (with its tributary
streans), north along the Yahata River and east along
the Seno River.

00 Mst of the remainin g area consists of steep-sided
nountain s covered wit h f orests.

OTo the south, many islands lie in Hroshina Bay.

Qinatel Located in the so-called Seto Inland dinate
Zone, Hroshima has a tenperate climate wth
relatively low rainfall. The Chugoku Nduntains shelter
the city fromwnter winds and the Shikoku Muntains
block nost of the sunmer winds. The nean tenperature
for the year is 16.20, wth highs ranging from
January's average of 5.30 to August's 27.90. The
anount of precipitation Hroshina receives is affected
by the Bungo Channel, through which summer w nds
sonetines bring heavy rain. Average annual

Industry and the EcononyOHroshima Gty is the
economc and political hub of the Chugoku- Shi koku
region. Service industries such as governnent
adninistration, finance and wholesale trade occupy a
consi derabl e share of the city's econony.

Oln the nanufacturing sector, the city's nain
industrial base is autonotive production, and there is
a high concentration of conpanies involved in
nanufacturing transportation parts and equipnent. Qne
of Hroshima's best-known agricultural products is a
variety of oyster favoured in Japan for 400 years for
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Overview of Hiroshima Citi

Changes in City Areall Wien nunicipalized in 1889,
Hr oshinma City covered an area of no nore than 26.95
square kilonetres. By 1 April 1929, the area had been
extended to 69.36 square kilonetres, through the
incorporati on of 3 tows and 4 vill ages around the
city .

[0 Thereafter, land was reclai ned fromthe sea several
ti nes, and 3 nore vill ages were incorporate d int o the
city . As a result, by 1 Odober 1970, the city area
had e xpandedt o 86.75 s quare ki lo netres .

OSince 1971, the city has pronoted extensive
incorporati on of nunicipalities . As of 1 Odober
2002, 13 surrounding towns and vill age have been
incorporate d, giving the total city area of 742.02
Changes in Popul ationO In the year of
nuni ci palization (1889), Hroshina Gty had a
populati on of 83,387. By 1942, the populati on had
increased to 419,182, which narked the highest growth
up to the end of the war. Howver, as a result of the
explosion of the atonic bonb in 1945, the populati on
wvas re ducedt o 137, 197.

OSince then, the population has increased
drasti call y along with the rapid reconstr ucti on of
the city . Owr the peri od of 25 years after 1945, the
populati on expanded a litt le less than fourfold, and
the 1970 Census re corded 541, 998 inha bitants .

O After that, the incorporation of adjoining
nunicipalities was pronoted. According to the
Aty Gvernnentd The Gty of Hroshina is divided into
eight administrative wards from which 60 council
nenbers are elected by local residents. The 60 nenbers
conprise the city council which forns the legislative
branch of the city governnent. The resolutions, etc.
are approved by the legislative branch and carried out
by the executive branch of the city governnent whose
head is the Myor of Hroshima. In fiscal 2002, the
city admnistration had approxinately 12,000 enpl oyees
and a budget of ¥541.1 billion.
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