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Foreword

Hiroshima is located in a rich natural setting. It
lies on the coast of the Seto Inland Sea. It is
bordered on three sides by the forested Chugoku
Mountains from which the clear waters of the Ota
River flow down through  the city.

00 Muchof the city 's central area was devastated on 6
August 1945, by the world’s first atomic bombing.
However, owing to overseas and domestic aid and a
concerted reconstruction drive by its townspeople,
Hiroshima has developed into one of Japan’'s major
urban centers and the leading city of the Chugoku-
Shikoku region.

0 With the advent of the twenty-first
city faces such i ssues as
internationalization, novenent towards a nore
information-oriented society, ageing of the
population with fewer children and diversifying
values. The City of Hiroshima’s objective is to
effectively address these issuse, while developing
the urban infrastructure and fostering an amenable
living environment—to achieve the goal of becoming
an“ International City of Peac e and Culture. "
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